
LETTERS 
THE VELOCITY OF FLIGHT OF BIRDS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—I recently timed a Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) for about 
200 yards in the straight. The motor registered at, or about, twenty-
five miles. The bird was hawking the other side of the thorn hedge 
along which we were running, and seemed going well within itself 
with the boldly undulating flight of a Swallow taking food. There 
was no appreciable wind. H. M. WALLIS . 

READING, Sept. 3rd, 1922. 

T H E SUMMER FLOCKING OF STARLINGS. 

To the Editors 0/ BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Your correspondent, Mr. C. G. Young, states in his letter 
that this nocking of thousands of non-breeding Starlings in summer 
must be rather exceptional. I can assure him tha t for the last six 
years it has been far from exceptional, as I know of several cases in 
the North of England where it has taken place. 

In Lancaster there has been a flocking in some elm trees for at least 
five years in succession. As far as I can remember they come and go 
with the leaves. This year I estimate their number at between four 
or five thousand, but four years ago there must have been twenty 
thousand or more o£ them. They are there all the summer. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

OBSERVATIONS ON T H E TWITE IN T H E PENNINES. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. Fred Taylor's observations (antea, 
pp. 103 and 104), eggs of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) have been 
several times found in nests of the Twite (Carduelis f. flavirostris) 
within a radius of eight miles of Wilsden, Yorks. In the Zoologist for 
1904, p. 315, I recorded such an instance having been found by my 
youngest son on Baildon Moor. I t seems, however, somewhat strange 
that such eggs, so far as I am aware, have been found only when the 
Twites' nests were built on the ground among matgrass or bracken, 
in which situations the Twite usually nests in small companies. 
I have never found the nest, like your correspondent, under the shelter 
of a stone, or in a stone wall about old quarries, but always in open 
places, and in one case the eggs were pure white. 

Mr. Taylor asks why should the Twite be such a rare fosterer of the 
Cuckoo ? 

I have often asked why the Cuckoo so rarely deposits its egg in the 
nest of the Skylark (Alauda a. arvensis) in this district, where it is 
perhaps our most abundant species, and yet it has been known to 
deposit its egg three times in the nest of a Ring-Ouzel (Turdus t. 
torquatus).- E. P. BUTTERFIELD 

BANK HOUSE, WILSDEN, September 4th, 1922. 
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