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LATE NESTING OF T H E LINNET. 

A L I N N E T (Cardue.lis c. cannabina) is now sitting on five eggs 
in a pear tree in my garden at Blackheath, Kent (Septem
ber 13th, 1922), which is later than the nests mentioned in 
the Field of 9th instant, viz., August 26th. The number of 
eggs appears large for this species, so late in the season. 

P E R C Y K E N D A L L . 

[The latest date on which eggs of the Linnet have been 
found, as far as I am aware, is October 28th, 1887, when a nest 
with four eggs was found near Brighton (Z00L, 1888, p. 105). 
Young birds have been met with in the nest in September, 
both in Oxfordshire and Yorkshire, but of course such cases 
are quite exceptional.—-F. C. R. JOURDAIN. ] 

FOOD TAKEN BY HOUSE-SPARROW IN A GARDEN. 

A GOOD deal has been written on the harm tha t the House-
Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) does, so that it may be as well 
to put on record my experience to the contrary. 

No doubt there is a good deal to be said against the bird 
in the cornfield, when the grain is ripe, but in my garden it 
effectually keeps down the green fly or aphis on my rose and 
rambler rose trees, besides catching on the wing, the small 
codlin moth (Carpocapsa pomonella), whose larva does so much 
havoc among apples. 

I have watched them on many occasions systematically 
taking the larva? of the small cabbage white butterfly (Pieris 
rapce) off cabbages, and the larvae of a small moth (Pyrausta 
purpuralis) from the terminal shoots of mint , and from 
between spun-up leaves of the apple. 

On one occasion this year, in the early dry spring, they d id 
the only piece of damage I have yet come across, by snipping 
off the juicy flower shoots of a small clump of cloves. This,, 
however, was owing to my omitting to pu t out the usual pan 
of water. As soon as I did so the remaining clumps of cloves, 
were left untouched. 

After a good feed of bread crumbs I watched them fly 
straight to the ramblers, there to feed on the green aphides, 
the juices of the rambler imbibed by their prey no doubt 
being the attraction. C. W. COI.THRUP. 
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PROBABLE CRESTED TIT IN SURREY. 
Ox April 24th, 1904, I watched a Crested Tit (Partis cristatus) 
flying about the tops of some tall trees near Croydon, with 
crest erect and uttering the notes " tur, ree-er, reerre." I 
had never previously seen one alive, but knew it well from 
stuffed specimens. It was certainly a Tit and the crest was 
quite pronounced ; the other species I am, of course, well 
acquainted with. C. W. COLTHRUP. 

LESSER GREY SHRIKE IN NORFOLK. 
A FINE specimen of the Lesser Grey Shrike (Lanius minor) 
was brought to me for preservation on September 19th, 1922. 
It had been shot by a boy with an air-gun at Sea Palling on 
the same day. It was easy to distinguish from the Great 
Grey Shrike by its smaller size and the wing-formula, as 
illustrated in the Practical Handbook. 

I have taken the following particulars : weight 2 ozs. 
exactly, length 8.25, wing 4.6, tail 3.75, tarsus 1, tibia 1.35 
inches ; sex, immature male. The bird was very fat and the 
stomach contained the remains of black beetles. 

F. ERNEST GUNN. 

ABERRANT SONG OF THE CHIFFCHAFF. 
ON April 2nd, 1920, near Tring, I was watching a Chiffchaff 
(Phylloscopus c. collybita) in the hedge, when he suddenly began 
to sing, and several times uttered a medley of notes which I 
described at the time as " exactly like the splintered fragments 
of a Willow-Warbler's song." This little medley ended with 
the usual " chiff-chaff" notes, to which the singer soon devoted 
himself exclusively. Possibly this particular bird was only 
travelling ; but in any case I never heard the variation again 
though I frequently visited the same spot, which is occupied 
every year by a pair of Chiffchaffs. For some years past I 
have been making observations on the Chiffchaffs' song, and 
have listened to a great number of individual singers, but this 
is the only occasion on which I have heard the Willow-
Warbler-like song which Mr. Colthrup was fortunate enough 
to hear so often repeated by his Bournemouth Chiffchaff 
(antea, p. 134). Howard does not notice this variation in his 
British Warblers (1907-14) ; and the only references to it with 
which I am acquainted are by Kirkman (British Bird Book, 
II., 1911), and Coward, who in his Birds of the British Isles, (I., 
1919) mentions having heard a Chiffchaff " utter a sweet 
little warble, suggestive of a feeble Willow-Wren." Never
theless, I fancy that this variation (or possibly, mimicry) will 
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prove, after more careful observation, to be less rare than is 
generally supposed. BERTRAM LLOYD. 

[cf. also Capt. H. Lynes, Ibis 1914, pp. 304-309, on the 
song of the Chiffchaff in Spain.—EDS.] 

EVERSMANN'S WARBLER IN NORFOLK. 
ON September 4th, 1922, near Blakeney, I shot a small 
warbler in the scrub, a single slight wing-bar extending over 
three feathers only, having caught my eye at a distance of 
nearly twenty yards. This bird was kindly identified by 
Mr. Witherby, and, as I expected, it turned out to be an 
Eversmann's Warbler (Phylloscopus b. borealis). It is a 
typical specimen. The first primary is no longer than the 
wing-coverts ; the second comes between the 5th and 6th ; the 
3rd to 5th are emarginated on the outer webs and not the 
6th ; the wing measures 63 mm. ; the eye-stripe is long 
and conspicuous, and the beak larger than that of an ordinary 
Willow-Wren. The wind was north-west with fog and fine 
rain in the morning. This is the first record for England, 
the three previous occurrences of the bird having been in the 
Orkneys and Shetlands. E. C. ARNOLD. 

EARLY FIELDFARES IN WILTSHIRE. 
WHILST Partridge shooting at Westbury, Wilts., on Sep
tember 2nd, 1922, we saw a large flock of Fieldfares (Turdus 
pilaris). Is this not early for these birds in this western 
county ? W. SHORE-BAILY. 

[The earliest recorded date appears to be September 7th, 
see Practical Handbook, p. 395.—-EDS.] 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE OF MISTLE-THRUSH. 
WITH reference to Major W. M. Congreve's note on the number 
of eggs laid by the Mistle-Thrush (Tardus v, viscivorus), I 
enclose a photograph of a nest of that species which may be 
of some interest for two reasons—in the first place, it. con
tained five eggs, and secondly, it was built in an unusual 
position, on an old wooden crate, 2 or 3 feet from the ground, in a 
small garden adjoining the house where I was staying in 
Anglesey. The garden was also used more or less as a builder's 
yard—workmen were continually passing within a few feet 
of the nest, school children visited it frequently, and other 
people were constantly in its vicinity. 

At times heavy loads of builder's materials were unloaded 
within a few feet of the nest with much noise, but in spite of 
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this the bird did not leave the nest, and was successful in 
hatching three of the five eggs. I am afraid the children 
were the cause of two of the eggs disappearing. The photo
graph was taken just before the young birds left the nest. 

HILDA TERRAS. 

[In 1901 and 1903, I photographed two nests of Mistle-
Thrush at Ewhurst, Sussex: one was built on a horizontal 
beam against the inner side of the wall of a large barn; the 
other was built on the top of three inverted wooden hurdles 

that had been stacked against an iron rail-fence crossing an 
open grass field ; in the first case the height from the ground 
was about twelve feet and in the second about three.—N. F. 
TICEHURST.] 

[Major W. M. Congreve has a set taken from the shell hoist 
of a big gun at Pembroke Dock. Nests have also been 
recorded from the gable of a ruined cottage (S. G. Cummings), 
under the eaves of a house (G. A. B. Dewar), and on stone 
walls in moorland districts.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE SIZE OF CLUTCHES OF 
SONG-THRUSH AND BLACKBIRD. 

I WAS much struck during April, 1922,. which was a very 
dry month in Cumberland, by the number of nests of the 
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Song-Thrush (Tunins ph. clarkei) which contained clutches of 
four eggs or less. 

Of those situated on high ground, at some distance from 
streams, 93.3 per cent, had clutches of four or less, while only 
6.6 per cent, had clutches of five eggs. On the other hand, 
every nest situated near running water contained full clutches 
of five or more. In May the rainfall was double that of 
April and the effect of the increase of moisture was shown by 
the fact that 54.5 per cent, of the nests at a distance from 
water contained full clutches as compared with 6.6 per cent, 
in April. Curiously enough, nests near water which, in 
April, showed 100 per cent, of full clutches only showed 
40 per cent, in May. 

In the case of the Blackbird (Turdus m. meriila), 80 per 
cent, of the nests near water had full clutches in April as 
compared with 17.8 per cent, of those away from water. In 
May the figures were 100 per cent, of those near water with 
full clutches of five or more and 50 per cent, of those away 
from water with clutches of four only. E. U. SAVAGE. 

SIZE OF SWALLOW BROODS, 1922. 
THE past summer of 1922 was almost as bad for Swallows 
as those of 1920-21. As usual I send my table, giving the 
figures for other years for comparison :— 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

I 9 ! 3 

1914 

i9 J5 
1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

Nests 
Visited. 

I I 

45 
6 0 

2 0 

2 2 

None 
38 
4 2 

7 0 

5 i 

59 
1 4 

1 6 

2 2 

Broods of 
Six or More, 

0 

0 

3 
0 

0 

— 
5 
0 

4 
4 
0 

1 

1 

0 

Broods of 
Five. 

0 

1 5 

2 4 

8 
3 

— 
1 4 

1 2 

2 8 

1 4 

2 3 

7 
3 
8 

Average Full 
Broods. 

0 

33-3 
45-o 
40.0 

13.6 

— 
50.0 

28 .5 

45-7 
35-2 

38 .9 

57-14 

25.0 

36 .3 

Average 
Brood. 

3-27 

3.89 

4-4 
3-95 
3-27 

— 
4-65 
4 . 0 

4-3 
4.19 

4.11 

4-5 
3.81 

4-13 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
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NORTHERN GREATER SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 
ALTHOUGH the Greater Spotted Woodpecker has long been 
recognized as an autumn immigrant to the coast of Norfolk 
(Stevenson.. Birds of Norfolk, Vol. I., p. 289), I believe that 
no identified example of D. major major obtained in the 
county has yet been recorded, though Mr. Witherby informs 
me that he has a note of three Norfolk examples, dated Novem
ber, 1881, November, 1887 and November, 1889, as having 
been examined by Dr. C. B. Ticehurst. Through the kindness 
of Mr. Ernest Gunn, taxidermist of Norwich, who has allowed 
me to examine a series of Greater Spotted Woodpeckers in 
his collection, I am now able to record another typical speci
men of the Northern form, a female killed at Sheringham on 
October 10th, 1915. B. B. RIVIERE. 

CUCKOO LAYING IN WILLOW-WARBLER'S NEST. 
ALTHOUGH the Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus trochilus) is not 
one of the commoner foster-parents of the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. 
canorns), it is not nearly so scarce as might be supposed from 
Mr. Fitzherbert Brockholes's note (antea, p. 107). It is 
included in the lists of fosterers given by Newton, Dresser, 
(BirdsojEurope, V. p. 210), Wells Bladen (including an instance 
from Surrey), Bidwell (Ibis, 1896, p. 398, where ten cases are 
mentioned as exhibited), as well as in the lists of Continental 
writers such as Rey, Capck, etc. F. B. Whitlock found 
Cuckoo's eggs twice in Willow-Wrens' nests in the Trent 
valley (Nat., 1895, p. 67), an instance from Rep ton is recorded 
in the Zool, 1909, p. 109, Mr. C. J. Pring has one in his collec
tion from Somerset, and Mr. T. G. Powell writes that in May, 
1920, a newly built Willow-Wren's nest near Yeovil contained 
one egg only, and that a Cuckoo's. Many other cases might 
be cited from private collections in different parts of the 
country. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE OF SPARROW-HAWK. 
ON May 16th, 1922, at Ashby Magna, Leicestershire, T found 
the nest shown in the accompanying photograph of a Sparrow-
Hawk (Accipiicr n. nisvs). The nest was unusually low 
down, being no more than six feet from the ground. It 
contained three eggs when I first found it, and four on the 
18th ; these, however, never hatched, as the nest was deserted 
a week later and I did not see any more of the Hawks. 

I find that I have notes of two somewhat similar cases. In 
1918 on August 5th, I found a Sparrow-Hawk's nest with three 
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eggs (deserted) in a spruce fir, nine feet from the ground, and 
in 1919 on August 6th, another nest with one egg (addled), 
also in a spruce fir, in the same plantation, ten feet from the 

ground. Both these nests were less than 200 yards from the 
nest of 1922, and it seems likely that they were in each 
case built by the same pair of birds. H. B. COTT. 

COMMON BUZZARD AT DULWICH AND IN 
HAMPSHIRE. 

ON the afternoon of August 27th, 1922, I watched two 
Common Buzzards (Buteo buteo) over my house at Dulwich. 
They were very high up, and sailing round in intersecting 
circles, travelling W. to E. like the pair I noted at Abbott's 
Wood, Sussex (British Birds, Vol. X., p. 272). I also saw 
one bird soaring at Christchurch, Hants, on April 16th, 1921. 

C. W. COLTHRUP. 
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TUFTED DUCK NESTING IN WESTMORLAND. 
WITH reference to the nesting of the Tufted Duck (Nyroca 
ftdigula) in Cumberland and North Lancashire {aniea, pp. 109, 
x35. 1?$), I might add that two pairs nested on a mountain 
tarn in North Westmorland in 1920. Unfortunately the 
nests were robbed. E. U. SAVAGE. 

SHAG IN WILTSHIRE. 
A YOUNG SHAG (Phalacrocorax g. graculus) was brought to 
me on October 4th, 1922, that had been found not quite 
dead under the telegraph wires between Marlborough and 
Ogbourne. This is, I believe, the fourth record for the 
county, as I can find as previous records only Avebury, 1876, 
Mildenhall, 1871, and Corsham Court. It is interesting to 
note that three of the four occurrences lie within a total 
distance of some nine miles. GUY PEIRSON. 

LITTLE STINT IN DERBYSHIRE. 
ON September 9th, 1922, I obtained a Little Stint (Erolia m, 
minuta) at the Williamthorpe Reservoir, Heath. When first 
flushed, it rose quickly in zigzag flight to about 120 feet up 
and joined a flight of Swallows that chanced to be passing 
over. They objected to its presence and immediately darted 
at it, continuing to do so until they finally drove it down to 
the water's edge again. Messrs. Hutchinson, taxidermists, 
Derby, inform me that the bird is a young male. Mr. 
Jourdain informs me that there are three definite previous 
records of this species from the county. C. B. CHAMBERS. 

THE TENACIOUSNESS OF THE CURLEW OF ITS 
BREEDING-GROUND. 

IN Cumberland, the Curlew (Numenius a. arquata) commonly 
nests on the moors, fells, and mosses, but a number of pairs 
nest on rough pasture land, thus, as the Rev. H. A. Macpherson 
in his Vert. Fauna of Lakeland, p. 407, aptly puts it " pre
serving the traditions of the race of Curlews which were wont 
to nestle in the same spot when the now enclosed meadow 
formed part of an extensive moorland." 

During the winter of 1919-1920, I was working on a farm 
near Gamblesby, and we had recourse to plough out a field 
which had been down in grass for the last twenty-five years 
(and is called the " Moor Field "). On April 21st of the 
following spring, I was harrowing down the lea ploughing of 
this field, when I came across a Curlew's nest with the full 
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complement of eggs. The nest was a rounded depression in 
the hollow between two furrows and was lined with a few 
pieces of straw. We finished sowing the field the following 
noon and the bird was troubled by us no more, except one day 
when the field was rolled. The last day I visited the nest 
was May 12th when there were only three eggs in the nest, 
and unchipped. 

I think there can be no doubt that this pair of Curlews had 
previously nested in the field, and when they returned to 
their breeding-ground in late February and found the field 
ploughed, they decided to cling to the old site, rather than 
seek a fresh one. Only a few hundred yards away was an 
extensive rough pasture where several pairs of Curlews 
annually breed. R, H. BROWN. 

FLOCKING OF CURLEWS IN SUMMER. 
IN June, the Curlew (Numenius a. arqnata) is supposed to be 
engaged in family affairs on the moors, yet on June 22nd, 
1922, I saw, on Walney Island, North Lancashire, a " stand " 
which must have numbered over 500. They were not on the 
sea-shore, but on a green surrounded by thick bracken. On 
July 15th, I saw even a larger " stand " in the same place. 
I counted them carefully a dozen times and arrived at the 
same number each time, viz. 900. Allowing for others 
hidden by a ridge and some among the bracken, there must 
have been over a thousand of them. Unlike the wildness 
of flocked Curlew in winter, these birds were comparatively 
tame. H. W. ROBINSON. 

FAILURE OF THE MALAHIDE, CO. DUBLIN, TERN 
COLONY. 

THE complete failure of the breeding season of 1922, as far 
as the Tern colony at Malahide, co. Dublin was concerned, 
may be worth placing on record. The birds arrived as usual 
toward the end of May, and set about nesting in fine calm 
weather. As the month of June advanced, this fine weather 
gave place to dull cloudy days, characterised by lower tem
peratures and persistent westerly winds which often blew 
strongly. Mr. Hope Johnstone, who visited the nests towards 
the end of the month, found that fewer eggs were laid than 
usual, and that incubation was little advanced. On or about 
the 26th of June, and following a spring tide which inundated 
a considerable portion of the nesting ground, the Ternery 
was suddenly abandoned by the whole colony, and the now-
defenceless territory was quickly cleared of its eggs by the 
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ever vigilant Herring Gulls and rapacious Rooks. The Terns 
did not leave the locality, but they were not seen on the 
breeding ground again till a change to calm easterly weather 
supervened after a storm on the 8th ot July. 

On the 12th of July, a partial attempt to resume nesting 
was made, several females alighting and scratching nests. 
No eggs were however, laid. A renewed and determined 
attempt by the whole colony followed on the 22nd of July, 
and succeeding daj's, nests being scraped throughout the 
length and breadth of the breeding ground. But in no case 
to my knowledge was an egg laid. Apart from examinations 
of the ground made by me, a sure sign of this lay in the frequent 
absences for hours of the whole colon}?. If there had been 
eggs the nests would never have been left thus defenceless. 
For several days this playing at nesting continued. But 
westerly winds again resuming their sway, interest in these 
nesting antics waned, and the Terns retreated to the sand
banks at the mouth of the estuary, from whence at high 
tides they would break up into small parties and proceed to 
sea to fish. From now on individual Terns only occasion
ally revisited the breeding ground. Less and less frequent 
became these visits till on the 8th or 9th of August the colony 
left the locality for good, or, let us hope, only till a more 
lucky breeding season next year. 

The abnormal behaviour above described must be attributed 
to lack of nourishment consequent on a dearth of small fry 
and sand-eels. Under such conditions the Tern that managed 
to secure his hard-earned fish or sand-eel was lucky if he was 
able to enjoy his catch. Fiercely pursued by a screaming 
pack of his kind he would twist and turn, shoot high into the 
blue, anon dive swiftly to within a foot of the waves, and 
again throw himself aloft in his endeavours to shake off his 
hungry and persistent pursuers. These aerial evolutions 
were exciting to watch, and well displayed the splendid 
powers of flight this family possesses. 

In calm weather it seemed as if weakened reproductive 
systems revived. Food was undoubtedly more easily pro
curable in these circumstances. The renewal of the breeding 
impulse was illustrated by the return to the breeding ground, 
the sight of which, acting as a further stimulus, led to pre
liminary nesting activities. The manufacture of eggs from 
an impoverished blood supply, however, was more than ill 
developed ovaries could accomplish. 

The Malahide Colony consists mainly of Common Terns 
{Sterna hirundo) with a good sprinkling of Arctic Terns 
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(S. paradisaa). A few pairs of Little Terns (S. a. albifrons) 
breed on the flanks of the main colony's territory. In recent 
years some pairs of Roseate Terns (S. dougalli) are said to 
have nested, and I believe a pair or two of Sandwich Tern 
(S. s. sandvicensis) have been seen. A good opportunity 
to estimate the number of individuals composing the colony 
was afforded by this year's abnormal conditions. A rough 
computation put this at between 3,000 and 4,000. 

H. A. F. MAGRATH. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS' METHOD OF OBTAINING 
WORMS. 

ON September 23rd, 1917, at Fareham Creek, Hants, I 
noticed some Black-headed Gulls (Larus ridibundus) adopting 
a rather novel method of obtaining worms. They were 
stamping or dancing on • the soft ooze left uncovered at 
low tide. This had the effect of disturbing the worms which, 
coming to the surface to escape, became an easy prey. 

C. W. COLTHRUP. 
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