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LETTERS. 
T H E GREATER SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN ENGLISH 

POETRY. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—AU lovers of poetry about birds will be interested in Mr. 
Massingham's discovery of the lines from John Bartlett 's A Booke of 
Ayres (1606), recorded in British Birds, Vol. XV., page 192. But is it 
possible to accept his suggestion tha t the " hic-quail " of the poem is 
" the first—and perhaps the only—reference to the Greater Spotted 
Woodpecker (Dryobaies major) in our poetry " ? This, I fear, can 
only be regarded, a t best, as " non-proven." The verses which he 
quotes :— 

" The little daw, ka-ka, he cried ; 
The hic-quail he beside 
Tickled his part in parti-coloured coat, 
The jay did blow his hautboy gallantly." 

unfortunately apply a t least equally well to the Green Woodpecker 
(Picus viridis). Mr. Massingham grounds his belief mainly on the 
fact that the hic-quail is called " parti-coloured " : but tha t is an 
epithet that no Elizabethan or Jacobean poet would have hesitated 
to use of the Green Woodpecker. The latter was a well-known bird 
a t tha t time, and there are numerous forms and spellings of its popular 
names. Florio in his New World of Words (1611) gives Hickwall for 
Woodpecker, while other old variations besides those mentioned by 
Mr. Massingham are hechewal, hickwaw, highwale, hewall, hewhole, etc. 
In 1544 Turner, describing the only two British Woodpeckers known 
to him, calls the Greater Spotted the " Specht " or " Wodspecht," 
but the Green he terms " Hewhole." The various series of names 
(perhaps mostly originally based on the familiar " call " of the Green 
Woodpecker) were, however, doubtless used indiscriminately; and 
in 1678 Willughby and Ray apportion these popular English names 
among all three species, for in The Ornithology Of that year the Green 
is called High-hoe or Hewhole, the Greater Spotted Wilwall and the 
Lesser Spotted Hickwall—a distribution which seems to be quite 
arbitrary. 

Lastly, Mr. Massingham's remark tha t the case for his identification, 
of the " hic-quail " of the poem with the Greater Spotted Woodpecker 
is strengthened because " i ts double chirp follows upon the ' ka-ka. ' 
of the daw " can scarcely be called helpful ; for it might just as well 
be contended tha t since the bird " in parti-coloured coat " immediately 
precedes the hautboy-blowing Jay, he is intended to be a particularly 
loud performer—which at once suggests the familiar and vociferous 
Green Woodpecker, rather than the little-known and decidedly taciturn 
Greater Spotted. 

I may add that I also have for years past searched sixteenth and 
seventeenth century poetry without being able to discover any passage 
which might be taken to refer to either of our smaller Woodpeckers. 
HAMPSTEAD, Jan. 10th, U)iz, BERTRAM L L O Y D . 

HABITS OF T H E RED-THROATED DIVER. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
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SIRS,—Having read the extremely interesting account of the remark
able behaviour of a Red-throated Diver in Spitsbergen, published in the 
July number of British Birds (pp. 34-46), it occurs to me tha t the 
behaviour of an individual of the same species in Orkney might be 
worth recording. In July, 1912, when in the Island of Rousay, with 
Mr. Ogilvie-Grant, we saw one sitting on her nest on the bank of a loch 
some 300 yards below us, the ground falling" away steeply towards the 
loch. We walked straight down to her, but she never moved and we 
both stood within not more than four feet of her sitting on her eggs. 
The nest was within two yards of the water, and the bank steep and 
about one foot high After we had watched her for some minutes the 
bird suddenly sprang from the nest and flew straight away over the 
loch and out of sight. She sprang from the eggs quite as easily as a 
Wild Duck would have done. 

We then went back to the spot from which we had first seen her, to 
watch her come back. She came in about a quarter of an hour, settling 
on the further side of the loch. After washing and pluming herself for 
some time, she swam to the side by the nest, jumped on to the bank 
and ran on to the eggs. She carried her body almost upright, but 
with head and neck pointing down, the point of her beak being probably 
not more than four inches from the ground, she passed round hernest , 
and settled down on the eggs with her head towards the loch. The 
young of this species must be much more active on land than the 
adults, as they apparently find no great difficulty in walking from one 
loch to another long before they can fly. Indeed, unless they 
were able to do so they would be almost helpless on the diminutive 
pools by which they are hatched, and which contain no food whatever. 
H E V E R , Sept. 26th, 1922, E. G. B. M E A D E - W A L D O . 
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