
NOTES 
THE BIRDS OF LUNDY. 

I AM much interested in Mr. Lewis R. W. Loyd's article 
(antea, p. 148) on the " Birds of Lundy," because I have 
visited the island twice, beetle-hunting. I was there three 
days in August, 1905, and a fortnight, from April 12th, in 
1906, and had the satisfaction of adding two species of beetles 
to the British List. 

I am able to add three birds to Mr. Loyd's list. 
Ring-Ouzel (Turdus t. torquatus).—In 1905. 
Hoopoe (Upupa e. epops).—In 1906 I watched one for a long 

time feeding at an ants' nest. 
Common Snipe (Gallinago g. gallinago).—Two around one 

of the ponds on the top of the Island in 1906. 
I also saw and heard a CM Bunting' (Emberiza cirlus) on 

several occasions in 1906. 
On my way out there from Barnstaple on August 22nd, 

1905, I saw an Arctic Tern (Sterna paradiscsa), an Arctic Skua 
(Sterocorarius parasiticus) and a Storm-Petrel (Hydrobates 
pelagicus). NORMAN H. JOY. 

CIRL BUNTING'S ALTERNATIVE SONG, 
ON June 21st, 1922, I heard a Cirl Bunting (Emberiza cirlus) 
at Malvern Wells, using an alternative to the usual song, 
which I have never seen noted in any book. It twice uttered 
the usual song (which is written down as a Yellow Bunting's 
without the " cheese "), but repeatedly sang this alternative, 
which I put down at the time as " quite like a bit of the Tree-
Pipit's song, though not up to its standard of excellency ; 
' tistei ' to begin with, the remainder, louder and more 
distinct, ' seear, seear, seear,' or as an alternative four seear's " 
It reminded one distinctly of the beautiful " seear, seear, 
seear " that the Tree-Pipit sings coming down the scale and 
coming down through the air, though not as beautiful or 
ringing, but distinct enough to make me think at first that 
it was a Tree-Pipit singing or at least uttering part of its song. 

MARTIN S. CURTLER. 

WOOD-LARK BREEDING IN RADNORSHIRE. 
WITH reference to Mr. 0 . R. Owen's record (Vol. XV., p. 154), 
of the Wood-Lark (Lullula a. arborea) breeding in Radnor-
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shire, I knew it there as a nesting species in several districts, 
in one or two of which it was, locally, quite common, over 
twenty years ago. JOHN WALPOLE-BOND. 

GREY WAGTAIL BREEDING IN SURREY. 
PREVIOUS to 1920 I had never seen the Grey Wagtail (Motacilla 
c. cinerea) in summer in my own corner of S.W. Surrey. In 
1922, after an absence of two years abroad, I was surprised 
to find Grey Wagtails at no less than four points, close to 
bridges, in eight miles of the upper Wey. At two of these 
places complete broods were on the wing. R. E. MOREAU. 

[For previous records see Vols. V., p. 24, VI., pp. 154, 218, 
XIII., p. 228.- EDS.] 

NUMBER OF FEATHERS IN NESTS OF LONG-TAILED 
TIT. 

DURING the nesting season of 1922 I obtained two perfectly 
normal nests of the Long-tailed Tit (Mgithalos caudatus 
rose its) with the object of ascertaining the number of feathers 
in each. A very careful count was made, with the result that 
802 were found in the first nest and 1,518 in the second. It 
is surprising to see such a wide difference in the totals and to 
know that the lining of a. single nest contained more than 
1,500 feathers. D. W. MUSSELWHITE. 

[Macgillivray, Brit. Birds, II., p. 458, gives 2,379 ^ t n e 

contents of one nest, and Mr. R. H. Read records, Bull. B.O.C., 
XIX., p. 22, 952 feathers in a nest examined by him.-—EDS.] 

LATE NESTING OF THE MISTLE-THRUSH. 
MR. RICHARDSON, of East Bergholt, Suffolk, recently showed 
me a clutch of four eggs of the Mistle-Thrush (Turdus visci-
vorus) taken, the day after the last egg had been laid, on 
November 23rd, 1920, in Raydon Wood, Suffolk. 

WALTER B. NICHOLS. 

THE SONG-PERIOD OF THE MISTLE-THRUSH. 
I SHOULD like to record that on August 8th, 10th, and 15th, 
1922, I listened to the characteristic strains of the Mistle-
Thrush {Turdus v. viscivorns) and on two of the occasions saw 
the birds. I have heard the song now and again in November 
and December, while, of course, from January until June is 
well on its way it is more or less of a commonplace, given 
suitable conditions, despite statements to the contrary. I 

o 
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have heard the song from time to time in September as well 
as in October and watched the performers ; but not until 
July 3rd, 1918, did I get my solitary record, for that month. 
Thus, I have heard the song of this delightful species every 
month in the year. HENRY S. DAVENPORT. 

EARLY FIELDFARES IN CUMBERLAND. 
WITH reference to Mr. W. Shore-Baily's note (antea, p. 162), 
on the early arrival of the Fieldfare (Turdus pilaris), I may 
say that I saw the first flock in Cumberland this year (1922) 
on September 7th. 

My earliest record is in 1909, when I saw a flock near 
Threlkeld, Cumberland, on September 5th. 

E. U. SAVAGE. 

ERYTHRISTIC EGGS OF THE BLACKBIRD. 
I WAS shown recently by the finder, Mr. Richardson, of East 
Bergholt, Suffolk, a clutch of four eggs of the Blackbird 
(T. m. meruld) the ground-colour of which was a warm, pinkish 
cream ; the markings on three bold and of a bright red ; on 
the fourth, which was smaller and rounder than the others, the 
markings were sparse and very small, but of the same bright 
colour. They had been taken in Suffolk in 1922. 

WALTER B. NICHOLS. 
[This very beautiful type, though rare, is well known to 

many collectors and many more instances could be specified. 
See Brit. Birds, VII., p. 254-—F.C.R.J.] 

CUCKOO RETURNING TO SAME SUMMER QUARTERS 
FOR FOUR YEARS. 

WITH reference to the notes on this subject by Major B. Van 
de Weyer and the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain (antea, pp. 107-8), 
a bird has visited Formby, Lancashire, for the last three or 
four years, that is quite unmistakable by it's call. This, a 
rusty " cook-clook " sounds as though the bird had a bad 
cold. The call too does not change as.the season advances, 
but remains the same until the end. THOS. L. S. DOOLY. 

ABUNDANCE OF LITTLE OWL IN NORFOLK. 
I DO not propose to discuss the merits or demerits of the 
Little Owl (Athene noctua mira), but I think that the following 
figures, which show its adaptability to our climate and 
conditions, should be placed on record. Within ten miles of 
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Norwich, on two estates which together comprise but 5,000 
acres, Little Owls have been killed as follows :— 

In 1919 .. 
,, 1920 ., 
,, 1921 
,, 1922 (up to 5th October) 

.. 10 

.. 28 
•- 71 
... 16 

These figures speak for themselves, and I offer no comment 
upon them. HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

MIGRATION OF KESTRELS ON HAMPSHIRE COAST. 
I SPENT the three days September gth-i i th, 1922, near 
Lymington, Hants, where, the sea, leaking through the 
embankments, is forming brackish pools on the edge of a 
small area of rough common. Strong N.E. winds prevailed 
throughout, especially on the 10th and n t h . Passage 
movements, e.g., of Whinchats, Redstarts, Wheatears, Yellow 
Wagtails, and also evidently of Pied Wagtails, were in full 
swing, while continual processions of Swallows, House- and 
Sand-Martins were moving east parallel to the line of the 
coast. Kestrels (Falco t. tinnunculus) were common, one, two 
or three were almost always to be seen hovering over the 
common. On the morning of the n t h a Peregrine (F. p. 
peregrinus), which, had previously made an unsuccessful 
" stoop " at a mixed party of small Waders feeding in one of 
the brackish pools, made another appearance overhead. In 
following it with my binoculars I found one Kestrel after 
another come into the field of view high up and a long distance 
away. In all I counted fourteen moving steadily eastwards. 
They were clearly travelling in company, and their method 
of progression was exactly similar to that which I have 
observed among the hordes of Lesser Kestrels (F. n. naumanni) 
migrating northwards through Egypt in spring against the 
prevailing N.W. or northerly winds. That is, the birds had 
attained a considerable height, and, with wings thrown forward 
and tails expanded to their fullest extent, soared in a series 
of curves and with hardly a single wing-flap, steadily on 
their way against the wind. R. E. MOREAU. 

COMMON BUZZARD IN SURREY. 
ON October 1st, 1922, whilst in the neighbourhood of Tadworth 
my wife called my attention to a large birdsoaring immediately 
overhead, and on looking up, I was surprised to see a Common 
Buzzard (Buteo b. buteo). It was fairly low down when 
first noticed, and we were able to make a careful examination 
through binoculars before it rose to a great height, and finally 
passed out of view. HOWARD BENTHAM. 
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TUFTED DUCK NESTING IN SURREY. 
ON July 30th, 1922, on a pond in East Surrey, I noticed a 
female Tufted Duck (Nyroca fuligula) accompanied by a brood 
of ducklings, apparently about a week old. 

It is only during the past two or three years that Tufted 
Ducks have been regular winter visitors to the district, in 
which they have apparently this year nested for the first time. 
The species has, however, been numerous and of regular 
appearance in many other parts of Surrey for a much longer 
period, and has been recorded as breeding on one occasion in 
the western half of the county (B.B., Vol. VI., p. 158). 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

TURTLE-DOVES IN WIGTOWNSHIRE IN SUMMER. 
ON May 29th, 1922, a Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia t. turtur) was 
found dead on the moor near Leswalt, Stranraer, having been 
killed by a Hawk. Five or six were seen in Locknaw Woods 
on May 31st, and two pairs flying aboiit between Locknaw 
estate and the Earl of Stair's property in June. My keeper 
has a note that he saw old birds on June 20th, 24th, and on 
July 2nd. He did not find a nest, but it would not have been 
on my shoot, where the old rough woods are thick, but he has 
no doubt that they bred. One keeper has been on the shoot 
for twenty years and the other for ten, and neither had ever 
seen Turtle-Doves there before. M. PORTAL. 

OYSTERCATCHERS IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON October 22nd, 1922, a pair of Oystercatchers (Hcematopus 
0. ostralegus) paid a short visit to Betton Pool, three miles 
S.E. of Shrewsbury. Although plentiful on the Welsh coast 
this species rarely wanders inland so far as Shropshire, but it 
has occurred at least twice before on this same sheet of water, 
which seems to have some special attraction for sea and shore 
birds, perhaps because it has open grassy banks and is not 
hidden by trees as most of the other pools about here are. 
Cormorants, Gulls and Terns of several species, as well as 
many of the Ducks, are frequent visitors, and often remain 
for days together. Of the Waders the more noteworthy are 
the Greenshank and Green Sandpiper. A pair of Great 
Crested Grebe reared a brood there this year, and have nested 
there several times previously. H. E. FORREST. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPER AND BLACK-TAILED GODWIT 
IN SOMERSET. 

DURING the first week of September, 1922, three Curlew-
Sandpipers (Erolia ferruginea), two of which were shot, and 
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a Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) were seen on the 
mud-flats at Portishead, Somerset. It is probable that the 
vast mud-flats of the Severn Estuary are the haunt of many 
birds supposed to be rare in this district, owing to difficulty 
of approach and identification, and to lack of observers. 

L. HARRISON MATHEWS. 

GREEN S A N D P I P E R IN ANGLESEY. 

W I T H reference to Capt. Boyd's note of a Green Sandpiper 
(Tringa ochropus) in Anglesey (antea, p . 112), I should like to 
record that I saw one several times on August 5th, 1921, on 
Llyn-y-parc between Beaumaris and Llandegfan. 

MARTIN S. CURTLER. 

AVOCET IN K E N T AND BLACK GUILLEMOT IN 
ESSEX. 

M R . F . COOPER recently permitted me to inspect his collection 
of birds, taken by himself, mainly on the Thames Estuary. 
Among these birds are two, which, although taken a number 
ot years ago, seem worth recording. 

An immature Avocet (Recurvirostra avosetta) obtained at 
Yantlet, Kent, in August 1901. Dr. N. F . Ticehurst says in 
A History of the Birds of Kent (p. 440) : " Since its extinction 
as a summer resident the Avocet has occurred at irregular 
intervals in spring and auttimn in all its old haunts in Kent, 
though very rarely in the Thames district ." A Black Guille
mot (Uria g. grylle) obtained off Southend Pier in February, 
1912. This is a fine specimen in summer plumage. Mr. 
Miller Christy in The Birds of Essex states that he has only 
one record of this species for Essex, a female shot at Mersea 
in December, 1869, and he adds nothing further in the Victoria 
County History of Essex. I can find no later records of the 
Black Guillemot occurring in this county, so Mr. Cooper's bird 
constitutes the second occurrence for Essex and may be the 
only known specimen obtained in the county. 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS' METHOD OF OBTAINING 
WORMS. 

T H E method used by the Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) 
for obtaining worms described by Mr. C. W. Colthrup (antea 
p. 170) is surely too well known to field naturalists to warrant 
a note in " British Birds " ! The habit may be observed 
wherever these birds congregate to feed on wet sand un
covered by the ebb-tide. E . U. SAVAGE. 
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SOME HABITS OF THE GREAT AND ARCTIC SKUAS. 
THE following observations were made while cruising off the 
south and west coasts of Iceland during July, 1922. 

The Great Skua (Stercorarius s. skua) was very common and 
quite the characteristic bird of these coasts, whilst the Arctic 
Skua (S. parasiticus) was not so plentiful, though on several 
occasions I counted.more than twenty individuals round the 
ship at one time. Both dark and light colour phases, as well 
as intermediate forms, of the latter were present, the dark 
phase being slightly more numerous. 

The Great Skuas were observed to attack indiscriminately 
all other species of birds, except the Fulmars (Fulmarus 
facialis), fiercely pursuing even the Great Black-backed 
Gulls (Lams marinas). The Arctic Skuas confined their 
attention to the Kittiwakes (Rissa tridactyla) and Arctic 
Terns (Sterna paradisaa), and were always careful to avoid 
the Great Skuas and Great Black-backed Gulls. On several 
occasions two or three Arctic Skuas were seen to combine in 
attacking another of the same species, and once a Great Skua 
joined in the chase. Great Skuas were twice seen deliberately 
to dive after fish refuse thrown overboard, so as to be 
completely immersed. Great Black-backed Gulls and 
Fulmars were also seen to dive like this. 

Of the other birds, Great Black-backed Gulls, Kittiwakes, 
Fulmars, Ga-nnets (Sula bassana) and Arctic Terns were 
common, whilst Razorbills (Alca torda) Guillemots (Uria 
iroiUe) and Puffins (Fratercula arctica) were not so plentiful. 
One Glaucous Gull (L. hyperboreus) was seen off Storknaes 
on July 10th. L. HARRISON MATHEWS. 

FOOD OF THE STARLING IN GREAT BRITAIN AND AMERICA. 
—In an article in the Auk (1922, pp. 189-195}, Mr. E. R. 
•Kalmbach compares the food taken by the Starling (Sturnus 
v. vulgaris) in the British Islands, as ascertained by Dr. 
W. E. Collinge, and that taken by the same species in America, 
where the bird was introduced and is now common in certain 
parts. This shows that the Starling in the United States is 
overwhelmingly superior economically to the same bird in 
Great Britain. 

-. -GREAT SPOTTED WO.QDPECKER. BREEDING IN.INVERNESS-
;S-JIJRE AND ELGIN,—In July, 1920,. young Dryobates major 
.were reported from near Ayiemore (B. B.;, Vol. XIV.., p. 117I. 
.Mr. W. M'Conachie noworecords (Scot. Nat., 1922, p. 100.) a 
slight, extension of their range to the north-east, having s.een 
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a pair in June, 1922, near Grantovra (Elgin), and having 
learnt from a game-keeper of a pair nesting in 1922 in Aber-
nethy Forest. 

TRAPPING DUCKS FOR RINGING PURPOSES.—An illustrated 
article by Mr. F. C. Lincoln (Auk, July, 1922, pp. 322-334), 
giving details of various methods employed in trapping 
Ducks in America, should be consulted by those British Birds 
"r ingers" who have opportunities of doing similar work 
in this country. 

SHOVELER BREEDING IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—Mr. W. E. 
Glegg writes us that at a field meeting of the London Natural 
History Society, held on July 30th, 1922, a female Shoveler 
(Spatula clypeata) with five young was seen on the canal close 
to Weston Turville Reservoir in Buckinghamshire. In the 
Practical Handbook (Vol. II. p. 309), this county has been 
omitted from the list of those in which the bird breeds, but 
it should have been included, because the Wilstone Reservoir, 
although actually in Hertfordshire, reaches on one side to the 
boundary of Buckinghamshire, and the Shoveler has been 
known to Dr. Hartert since about 1905 to breed in the 
meadows round that Reservoir. Mr. C. Oldham informs us 
that the Shoveler as well, as the Teal have increased there in 
the past few years, and that a few pairs of Shovelers have 
nested also at Weston Turville for two or three years, or 
perhaps longer. 
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