
MOTES 
LARGE SET OF ROOKS' EGGS IN IRELAND. 

WITH reference to the notes (antea, p . 19) on the finding of 
clutches of seven eggs in nests of the Rook (Corvusf.frugilegus) 
in England, it may be of interest to know that on April 3rd, 
1922, I found a set of a similar number in a large rookery in 
Co. Donegal. I have no previous record of seven for Ireland. 

C. V. STONEY. 

COAL-TIT HIDING BEECH-NUTS. 
ON November 12th, 1922, while working in my small garden 
at Hampstead, I noticed a Coal-Tit (Parus a. britannicus) fly 
on to the garden fence with something in its beak, which I 
first thought was a berry, but subsequently discovered to be 
a beech-nut. I took little notice of the incident at the time, 
but a little later my attention was again more than once 
attracted by the same bird flying with a nut in its beak 
across the garden. I then determined to watch events more 
closely, and retired to a window overlooking my garden and 
that of my neighbour, in which stands a copper-beech tree. 
The tree this year bore a large amount of mast, and the ground 
beneath has for many weeks been visited by Great, Blue and 
Coal-Tits, busily engaged taking the nuts to neighbouring 
fences, breaking and eating them. But the Coal-Tit under 
observation on the 12th behaved differently ; for a space of 
two hours, the hour that I was in the garden and an hour 
that I spent watching the bird deliberately, it occupied itself 
exclusively in gathering nuts and hiding them in various 
places. No attempt was made to open a nut ; I saw it make 
fifty journeys in a little less than an hour with a fresh nut 
each time in its beak. With each of these it flew out of my 
neighbour's garden to return in about a minute—the journeys 
being made with extraordinary regularity. What the bird 
did with all these nuts I could not say definitely as it often 
flew out of sight behind trees or round the corner of a building, 
but the bird always went with a nut and returned after a 
short interval without it. A number of the journeys, however, 
were wholly in view and on these occasions I always saw the 
bird hide the nut in some crevice in a fence or in the stems of 
ivy clinging to the fences, etc. Many of them were carried in 
succession to the creeper on the walls of my own house, to 
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be hidden behind the stems against the wall. One was 
hidden in a little closed space on the ground behind the stem 
of a tree growing close to a wall; I saw the bird cover this 
nut with fragments of fallen leaves, and found the nut, intact 
and full of kernel, there subsequently. 

Returning to the garden an hour after my period of observa
tion ended, I saw the Coal-Tit was still at work. The bird 
must have hidden hundreds of nuts during the morning 
within a radius of about ioo yards. 

The point which naturally arises is as to whether the nuts 
were purposely stored against the time when the supply on 
the ground should fail. That many of the hidden nuts will 
be found and eaten by the Coal-Tit during the coming months 
I do not doubt, for they are hidden in just those places in 
which Titmice love to pry. That this bird has laid up a 
store which she will use is, I think, beyond question. 

The Blue and Great Titmice will also reap the advantage of 
this store, for they are certain to find some of the nuts in 
their wanderings. It is impossible to believe that the Coal-
Tit will remember where each nut is hidden ; it may be that 
the bird will not remember where one is hidden or indeed that 
she has hidden nuts at all. In this case she will share equally 
with the Great Tits and the Blue. 

I publish this note chiefly to draw attention to this bird's 
actions and to the possibility that such storage is more 
widespread than has been supposed. Such storing is only 
likely to be discovered if the bird is seen in the act, for the 
nuts are scattered and not gathered into one place. 

T. LEWIS. 

NUMBERS OF FEATHERS IN NESTS OF 
LONG-TAILED TIT. 

WITH reference to the note on this subject (antea, p. 189), the 
following record may be of interest. A nest of the Long-
tailed Tit was found at Aldworth, Berkshire, on June 17th, 
1922, and appeared to be of normal size. On counting the 
feathers, it was found that the total was 2,457. 

A. STEVEN CORBET. 

WITH reference to Mr. D. W. Musselwhite's note {antea p. 189) 
on the difference in the numbers of feathers in two nests of 
the Long-tailed Tit (JEgithalos caudatus roseus) examined by 
him, the following particulars of six nests examined by me 
seem to show that the number of feathers in the nest is largely 
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a question of the distance of the nest from a farmyard or 
poultry run where feathers can be obtained. 

Number of feathers. Distance from nearest farmyard. 

No. i . 
No. 2 . 
No. 3 . 
No. 4 . 
No. 5 • 
No. 6 . 

. 2024 

. 1660 

. 1573 

. 1203 

. 971 

. 8 3 5 

,. 120 yards 
..325 „ 
..400 „ 
..450 „ 
..560 „ 
..650 „ 

The distances were carefully measured on a six-inch 
ordinance survey. E. U. SAVAGE. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN SHROPSHIRE. 
AN adult Great Grey Shrike {Lanius excubitor) was shot on 
the Wallop estate near the western border of Shropshire on 
December 2nd, 1922. Two others were obtained in the same 
district November 5th, 1895, and in 1896. I have just a 
score of records for the county, but the most recent was an 
immature bird shot on Haughmond Hill, Shrewsbury, October 
25th, 1902—just twenty years ago. H. E. FORREST. 

SIZE OF CLUTCHES OF MISTLE-THRUSH, SONG-
THRUSH AND BLACKBIRD. 

DURING twenty years' observation I have never found a 
larger clutch than five eggs of either Mistle-Thrush (Turdus v. 
viscivorus), Song-Thrush (T. phiiomelus clarkei) or Blackbird 
(T.m. merula). In fifty clutches of eggs of the Mistle-Thrush 
thirty-nine contained four eggs and eleven only five eggs. 
In one hundred clutches each of eggs of the Song-Thrush and 
Blackbird seventy-two of the former and sixty-three of the 
latter contained four eggs only, the remainder being five egg 
clutches. No account is taken here of clutches of three eggs 
or less, such possibly being incomplete. 

Nearly all these observations were made in Yorkshire from 
1890 to 1910. W. GYNGELL. 

SONG-PERIOD OF THE MISTLE-THRUSH. 
WITH reference to Mr. Davenport's note on this subject 
(antca, p . 189), it may be of interest to record that I watched 
a Mistle-Thrush which was singing on August 26th, 1922. I 
heard the song again on October 3rd and 15th. The weather 
on all three occasions was warm and sunny. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 
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THE WRYNECK EXCEPTIONALLY DOUBLE-
BROODED. 

A PAIR of Wrynecks (Jynx t. torquilla), which I have annually 
under observation, got their first brood off by June 21st, 1921. 
They then bred a second time in the same hole, and had well-
grown young the last week in July. This is quite unique in 
my experience, and was evidently connected with the excep
tional warmth of the season. J. H. SALTER. 

CUCKOO'S EGG IN.WILLOW-WARBLER'S NEST. 
THERE was an instance in 1922, near Riding Mill-on-Tyne, of 
a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) depositing its egg in the nest of 
a Willow-Warbler (Phylloscopus t. trochilus). Four of the 
Warbler's eggs had been laid when the Cuckoo added hers, 
and the nest was thereupon deserted. The nest and eggs 
were presented to the Hancock Museum, Newcastle. 

E. LEONARD GILL. 

KESTREL CAPTURING SWIFT. 
AT the end of June, 1922, I and three other scoutmasters were 
camped in Longford Park, outside Salisbury. On the Sunday 
morning as we were talking over our camp fire we noticed 
a Kestrel (Falco t. tinnunculus) hovering in the open near 
our camp, and that a large number of Swifts (Apus a. apus) 
appeared to be derisively circling round it. Suddenly the 
Kestrel swooped to earth, bearing a Swift with it. We ran up 
and the Kestrel flew off leaving the Swift lying quite still with 
eyes closed in the long grass. At first we thought it was 
dead, but its eyes opened and shut, so realising the difficulty 
a Swift has in rising, and as we could see no wounds upon it, 
I picked it up by its wing tips and threw it into the air, when 
it immediately- flew away. I understand that a Kestrel 
rarely attacks a Swift, the latter being far too quick a flyer 
to be caught. P. J. SOUTHON. 

[For a previous record of a Kestrel capturing a Swift see 
Vol. XIV., p. 136.—EDS.] 

KESTREL CAPTURING ADULT SKY-LARK. 
ALTHOUGH it is certainly not unusual for the Kestrel {Falco 
t. tinnunculus) to take the fledged young of small birds 
during the nesting season, adults are apparently but rarely 
attacked. 

I recently observed one of these Hawks, evidently about 
to seize a newly fledged young Sky-Lark, when one of the 



220 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL, xvi. 

parent birds pursued the Kestrel, and was captured and 
carried oil. 

The Hawk appeared in the first instance to have no 
designs upon the adult birds, but as one passed directly 
beneath it, an easy capture was immediately taken advantage 
of. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

[Although records of Kestrels attacking and killing adult 
birds are not very numerous, there are several known cases 
of Sky-Larks being taken. Cf. Macgillivray Hist. Br. Birds, 
III., p. 330 ; H. L. Saxby, Zool., 1861, p . 7,809, etc.— 
F. C. R. J.'] 

COMMON BUZZARD IN SURREY. 
ON June 4th, 1922, I was surprised to see a Common Buzzard 
(Buteo buteo) wheeling about in characteristic fashion over 
Epsom Downs and Tadworth. I thought it was probably 
a semi-captive bird, but Messrs. Colthrup's and Bentham's 
notes (antea, pp. 166, 191) make it seem worth recording. 

E. LEONARD GILL. 

SPOONBILL IN IRELAND. 
WHILE staying at Achill Island, Co. Mayo, I was fortunate 
in seeing a solitary Spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) on three 
successive days, viz., April 26th, 27th and 28th, 1922. 

My attention was first drawn to this tall white bird, 
feeding close to a Heron in shallow water, by a peasant of 
the island who wished to capture it. He was successful in 
enticing his pair of sheep dogs to run into the water after 
the bird, which seeing them, leisurely flapped a few hundred 
yards further along the beach and recommenced feeding. 

On the second day I had a much better view of this bird 
and saw clearly the broad tip of the bill through binoculars. 
Seeing it first fly down from the mountain-side I watched 
it until it alighted on the shore near a Heron and commenced 
to feed. Its flight was buoyant, the wing-strokes being 
quicker than a Heron's, the neck was outstretched and the 
legs trailed in line with the body. Its feeding method was 
quite different to that of the Heron, for whereas the latter 
remained motionless waiting for its prey to draw near, the 
Spoonbill walked about in the shallow water, swinging its 
head from side to side in a circular fashion. L. J. TURTLE. 

BEWICK'S SWAN IN GLAMORGAN. 
ON November 12th, 1922, whilst observing birds on a pool 
not far from the coast in East Glamorgan, I noticed in the 
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distance five Swans. As I was much interested in the diving 
of some other birds, I did not at the time pay much attention 
to them, until I was suddenly struck with the upright carriage 
of the head and neck, when I at once made great efforts to 
identify them. It was not until I had got considerably 
closer that I was able to identify them as Bewick's Swans 
(Cygnus bewickii), two adults and three juveniles. 

The amount of black on the bill appeared to exceed the 
yellow, and there was not the distinctive prolongation of 
yellow towards the tip of the bill, as in the Whooper (C. cygnus). 

The birds then rose and flew at no great height from the 
water, and passed fairly near to me, when the details of the 
colouring of the bill were more easily seen. They alighted 
on the water again at the far side of the pool, but the light 
being poor, I was unable to make any further observations. 
On November 19th I was again at the pool, where I was glad 
to see they were still remaining, and, the light being better, 
I was able with the aid of a telescope to make further certain 
of the correct identification. They were also seen on this 
occasion by Mr. H. Morrey Salmon and Mr. G. C. Ingram. 
There are, I believe, only two previous records for these 
Swans in Glamorgan. CLEMENCE M. ACLAND. 

VELVET-SCOTER INLAND IN CHESHIRE. 
ON December 9th, 1922, my wife and I saw a duck or imma
ture male Velvet-Scoter (Oidemia fusca) in the middle of 
Oakmere, Cheshire. It spent the greater part of the time 
resting with its bill among the scapulars, and evidently was 
not feeding at all, though from time to time it became 
more alert and swam up and down—looking a large bird in 
comparison with the Tufted Ducks and Pochards it associated 
with. The white wing-bar could usually be seen clearly, 
though it was occasionally covered when the bird was 
swimming ; the upper of the two white face-patches could 
be seen even when it rested with its bill under its feathers. 

Prior to last winter this species had not been recorded from 
Cheshire (Vol. XV., p. 158) and this occurrence is the first 
from an inland water. A. W. BOYD. 

HERRING-GULL EATING ITS OWN CHICK. 
ON June 16th, 1922, I was lying on the cliff-face watching 
the birds on the Lye Rock, near Tintagel, which is separated 
from the mainland by a narrow cleft as clean and sheer as 
a sword-cut. A Herring-Gull (Lams a. argentatus) was 
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standing by its pair of chicks in down not more than fifty 
yards in front of me. One strayed two or three feet away 
amongst the Puffins' holes and I saw the old bird pick it up 
by the " scruff," apparently gripping the down in its bill. 
The chick's wing-stumps waved. No sooner had the parent 
put the little thing down alongside the other than it began 
to peck its head viciously. The chick must have died at 
once, but the old gull continued to batter and worry it for 
many minutes. Sometimes the body was shaken with an 
extraordinary ferocity till its black feet flapped limply and 
the dust was disturbed in the hollow among the sea-pinks. 
In the end the old bird gulped the carcase down whole. It 
obviously made it very uncomfortable, and after stretching 
its neck from side to side as far as it would go, it brought up 
its mouthful. The remaining chick, which had been standing 
quietly by all this time, now came forward for a share and 
pecked at the tit-bit. Two Jackdaws sidled up and, 
dodging the parent bird's rushes, nearly got it but after a 
further furious worrying it finally swallowed its offspring. 
I have wondered whether this curious scene was prompted 
by a sudden access of blind fury—perhaps the chick was a 
troublesome strayer—or whether it is as far from uncommon 
for Gulls to devour their offspring as it is for some domestic 
animals. R. E. MOREAU. 

REPORTED NUTCRACKER IN SUFFOLK.—Mr. C. E. Afford has 
informed us that Dr. H. M. Hart-Smith observed a bird 
which he identified as a Nutcracker {Nucifraga caryocatades) 
on October 19th, 1922, at Southwold, and Dr. Hart-Smith 
has himself recorded the occurrence in The Field (Novem
ber 4th, 1922, p. 684). During the night, which was very 
rough with a strong easterly gale, Dr. Hart-Smith heard a 
violent scratching at his window and on drawing aside the 
blind saw a bird which had a large straight greyish-black 
bill, rufous or brownish body with white spots and dark 
wings and tail. On the window being opened the bird flew 
in and perched on a cupboard where it remained until the 
early morning, when it flew out of the window which had been 
left open. Dr. Hart-Smith identified the bird as a Nut
cracker on looking at Coward's Birds of the British Isles. 

SONG-PERIODS AS OBSERVED IN IRELAND.—A further in
teresting article by Mr. J. P. Burkitt is published in The Irish 
Naturalist for November, 1922. Mr. Burkitt here gives the 
results of careful study of the song of Robins, Blackbirds, 
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Chaffinches, Mistle-Thrushes, Hedge-Sparrows and Yellow-
hammers during 1922 and preceding years, in relationship to 
breeding operations. 

All these observations, with the exception of those con
cerning the Blackbirds, support his contention that song is 
much more vigorous before breeding begins than afterwards ; 
he also comes to the conclusion that the species that continue 
singing late into the summer also have late broods ; this may 
seem to conflict with the first hypothesis, but Mr. Burkitt 
finds evidence that between broods there is a considerable 
increase of song, and that unmated birds of any species will 
go on singing every day until the breeding-season of the species 
comes to an end—that is, presumably, in most cases, until the 
moult begins. 

Ornithologists should certainly be indebted to Mr. Burkitt 
for his extremely careful observations on this subject, which 
can only be thoroughly cleared up by continual study of 
individual birds. It is especially to be hoped that some 
observers in other districts will make similar observations, 
for in at least one respect-—-namely, the total song period—• 
there are remarkable differences between north Ireland and 
the southern and midland counties of England. H. G. A. 

GOOSANDERS, NOT RED-BREASTED MERGANSERS IN WAR
WICKSHIRE.—CORRECTION.—Miss B. A. Carter informs us 
that through recent experience she finds that she wrongly 
identified the birds seen by her in Sutton Park on October 
21st, 1918 (Vol. XII, p. 189) and that they were really 
Goosanders (Mergus merganser). 

SUPPOSED UNRECORDED GREAT AUK'S EGG.—In the 
Naturalist (1922, p. 254) is a note and figure of an egg of 
the Great Auk under the heading " Unrecorded Egg of the 
Great Auk." To avoid confusion it is as well to point out 
that this egg, which was purchased at a sale by Mr. F . R. 
Rowley, was exhibited by Mr. E. Bidwell at a meeting of 
the British Ornithologists' Club in January, 1918 [Bull. 
B.O.C., XXXVIII., p. 40). In referring to this in British 
Birds (Vol. XL, p. 264) we were mistaken in considering it as 
the seventy-fourth known egg, since Mr. Bidwell had exhibited 
to the same Club in January, 1914, photographs of another 
previously unrecorded egg discovered in France by the 
Comte de Tristan (Bull, B.O.C., XXXIII., p. 90; see also 
Revue Francaise d'Orn., 1913, p . 118, and Ibis, 1914, p . 358). 
There are thus now seventy-five known eggs of the Great Auk. 
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