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OBITUARY. 

JOHN LEWIS JAMES BONHOTE. 
BY the death of J. L. Bonhote on October ioth, 1922, the 
world of ornithology loses an eminent devotee. He was the 
only son of the late Col. John Bonhote and was educated at 
Elstree, Harrow and Trinity College, Cambridge (M.A. 1901). 
Bonhote from his earliest school days was interested in natural 
history, and his early taste for entomology soon became 
supplanted by a keener interest in birds, and for many years 
he was a very enthusiastic aviculturist; his name will always 

JOHN L E W I S J A M E S BONHOTE, 

be associated with his experiments in hybridization of ducks, 
and his subsequent works on Vigour and Heredity, Colour 
Patterns, Inheritance, etc. He thoroughly understood the 
treatment of birds in captivity and was successful in getting 
a number to breed, notably the Corncrake, Eagle-Owl, 
Bearded-Tit and Herring-Gull. But besides aviculture, 
Bonhote had a wide knowledge of birds in general, for he 
collected in various parts of Great Britain, Norway, Egypt 
and Bahamas, and had a fairly extensive museum and library 
for reference. With over twenty-five years' close friendship, 
and as his companion on many trips, the writer can say that 
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Bonhote with his scientifically trained mind was one of the 
most original thinkers in the realms of British ornithology 
and the most interesting man to carry on a discussion with 
on any subject, whether it was a question of Migration or 
Moults, Inheritance of Acquired Characters or Evolution, 
Geographical Variations or Climatic Effects, and so on—there 
was hardly a branch of our science he could not dicourse on 
and discourse ably, indeed he would often take a view he 
knew to be erroneous for sheer love of arguing from the 
opposite side ; for the trivialities of ornithology he cared but 
little, always taking the broader and more general view. In 
his early days he was one of the first to take up bird photo
graphy, and although the interest in this was but short
lived, I believe he was the first to try to film birds and 
I have a lively recollection of the colossal camera we 
hauled about the cliffs of N. Wales filming Kittiwakes, etc., 
as long ago as 1903 ; the films, as may be imagined, were 
not very good ! 

A man of great energy, Bonhote was a most excellent 
organiser, as the many posts he filled testify; he was joint 
secretary to the Fourth Ornithological Congress (1905); secre
tary to the B.O.C. Migration Committee ; secretary to the 
British Ornithologists' Union (1907-13) ; secretary and 
treasurer to the British Ornithologists' Club (1920-22); on the 
Council of the Royal Society for Protection of Birds, and held 
various offices in the Avicultural Society from its inauguration. 
He was a Fellow of both the Linnean and Zoological Societies 
and contributed several papers to their Journals, as well as to 
the pages of the Ibis, Zoologist, British Birds (Magazine), 
Nature, etc., while he was the author of a popular book on 
the Birds of Britain. A more genial, kind-hearted man never 
lived ; he was ever ready to help and encourage any beginners 
who appealed to him, and with such a lovable nature one can 
safely say he never had a real enemy in the world. Such men 
are all too few. C.B.T. 

WILLIAM EVANS. 
B Y the passing away of Mr. William Evans on October 23rd, 
1922, Scotland lost one of her foremost naturalists. For 
many years he had devoted himself to the study of Scottish 
natural history, more especially that of the Forth area, and, 
as his published writings testify, his interest was wide and 
his knowledge was great. Mr. Evans contributed well over 
a hundred papers or long notes to the Scottish Naturalist, 
Annals of Scottish Natural History, Proceedings of the Royal 
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Physical Society of Edinburgh, The Ibis, British Birds, Trans-
actions of the Botanical Society of Edinburgh, The History of 
the Berwickshire Naturalists' Club, The Transactions of the 
Perthshire Society of Natural Science, Entomologists' Monthly 
Magazine and The British Association Handbook, while his 
short notes in various natural history magazines numbered 
about four hundred. In these he covered a vast field ; Botany, 
Invertebrates, Reptiles and Batrachians, Fish, Birds and 
Mammals in turn claimed his attention, and as a result we 
have many valuable papers from his ready pen. Special 
mention may be made of " The Mammalian Fauna of the 
Edinburgh District," of his presidential address to the Royal 
Physical Society in 1906-07, " Our present knowledge of the 
Fauna of the Forth Area " (in which each group from Protozoa 
to Mammalia is considered separately), and of his painstaking 
lists of Invertebrata collected in various parts of Scotland. 
His ornithological work included the discovery of the nesting 
of the Pintail in Forth, many records of uncommon visitors 
to the country, and of the visits of Continental subspecies to 
our shores, the mapping out of the breeding stations of 
various species in the area and the collecting and tabulating 
of old records. We hope to see shortly a List of the Birds of 
Forth at which he was working to within a few days of his 
death. Mr. Evans was a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, a Member of the British Ornithologists' Union, 
and had held the office of President of the Royal Physical 
Society of Edinburgh. 

We have known Mr. Evans for many years and always 
found him most kind in his help, most able in his criticism, 
most generous in his praise. Handicapped as he was by ill 
health, his industry was immense, and the fruits of it and of 
his extensive and unusual knowledge were always at the 
service of those who sought them. Many times we fore
gathered on our natural history expeditions, and the sight of 
his spare form and intellectual face was always a welcome one. 
Every pocket was crammed with boxes and bottles for speci
mens ; out they used to come, one after another, and as each 
specimen was duly secured, some comment was made on it 
which showed one how immensely he had studied and how 
much he knew. A rare and lovable personality has gone from 
our midst and one whom Scottish naturalists could ill spare 
and will greatly miss. But he has left a memorial of good 
work behind him which will endure and will prove invaluable 
to future workers in the science which he loved so well. 

E.V.B. 


