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LETTERS. 
VELOCITY OF F L I G H T OF BIRDS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 
SIRS,—On November 20th, 1922, a friend was driving along a 

straight road about 8 p.m. at 24 miles per hour per speedometer and 
saw a Little Owl (Athene noctua mira) on the road ; it rose as the 
radiator hid it from view, so presumably 4 or 5 feet off the car, and 
flew straight in front in the glare of head lamps and easily out-distanced 
the car—this from a sitting start , so probably the bird was doing 40 
miles per hour. M. PORTAL. 
SWANMORE, H A N T S . 

T H E WOODLARK AT NIGHT. 
To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. Mapleton-Bree's letter (antea, p . 195), 
may I suggest the possibility of the bird he and his friend heard singing 
on the moonless night of June 20th, 1922, in a Somerset peat marsh, 
having been a Nightingale (Luscinia m. megarhyncha). I have worked 
this ground as an ornithologist for more than twenty-five years, but I 
have never found the Woodlark (Lullula a. arborea) there in the 
breeding season. The " ground " is quite unsuited to the tastes of 
this species and it is rather unlikely that a " stray " from the uplands 
would come to these bogs and sing a dark night through. A few 
scattered pairs of Nightingales breed regularly. 

I was very often present there during April, May, June and July 
last and spent the whole of June 21st, the day following the night on 
which Mr. Mapleton-Bree was present, but I did not meet with any 
Woodlarks. ' STANLEY L E W I S . 
CHEDDAR, SOMERSET. 

ABERRANT SONG O F A CHIFF-CHAFF. 
To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to my note (antea, p . 134), Dr. F . G. Penrose 
of Bournemouth writes me as follows :— 

" It may interest you to hear tha t the Chiff-Chaff you wrote about 
in British Birds occupied the upper part of the same Chine during the 
spring of 1920, and I frequently went to listen to the bird. In tha t 
year he almost always began with 'chiff-chaff' and ended up with 
the Willow Warbler's ' warble.' 

" Some years ago there was a Chiff-Chaff close to the Tennis Pavilion 
a t Durlston, Swanage, which used to add a Sedge Warbler song to its 
own, but I only heard i t for one season." 
E A S T DULWICH, LONDON, S.E. Dec. $th, 1922. C. W. COLTHRUP. 

INCUBATION PERIOD OF THE MERLIN AND AN APPEAL 
FOR T H E RINGING OF THE YOUNG. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 
SIRS,—Mr. Stephen Birch, Head Keeper on the Bolton Abbey 

Estates, who has given me so much assistance in my work on the 
Merlin (Falco columbarius msalon), has this year, with the kind permis
sion of His Grace the Duke of Devonshire, ringed some nestlings under 
the British Birds marking scheme. Only one family was handled, 
and of these Birch has sent me the following particulars. The first 
egg was laid on May 13th. The clutch of four was completed and 
incubation begun on the 21st. One egg eventually proved to be 
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infertile; the other three hatched together on the 29th day of 
incubation. Some of the old favoured nesting sites have again con
tinued their runs. The spot on which many of the photographs 
illustrating my articles were taken (Fig. 1 and others), although both 
the birds tha t posed for me were subsequently shot, has again been 
used, the nest being less than four yards from last year's. 

As the result of information collected from other sources since my 
return to Canada, I am more than ever interested in the Merlins of the 
West Riding. I shall be grateful if I may avail myself of this oppor
tuni ty of appealing to those of your readers who take an active share 
in your marking scheme, to miss no opportunity of ringing the Merlin, 
particularly in Wales and Lancashire. As suggested elsewhere, I 
believe that an appreciable percentage of the Yorkshire breeding 
birds have been reared in other districts, and there is a t least some 
reason for thinking tha t Wales is one source of supply. As this whole 
question could be elucidated by extensive ringing of the species, I 
should be most thankful to those who can lend a hand. The subject 
is of particular interest because of the invaluable light it would throw 
on a most neglected phase of bird migration, in the study of which I 
am now engaged. Whilst conditions on this side are favourable for 
the work, liberal ringing of the Merlin in England would prove of 
greater value than anything specific I have in sight over here a t the 
present time. W7ILLIAM ROWAN. 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA, CANADA, October 30th, 1922. 

SHORE-BIRDS' METHOD OF OBTAINING WORMS. 
To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Referring to tlie notes by Mr. C. W. Colthrup and Rev. E . U. 
Savage (antea, pp. 170 and 193), on the method used by the Black-
headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) for obtaining worms. I t is perhaps 
not so well known tha t the Ringed Plover (Mgialilis hiaticula) has a 
similar habit . In this case the action is not so much *' stamping " 
as a very rapid vibration of one foot on the wet sand. The process is 
described in par t in the article by Major W. R. Thompson on p . 185. 
At very close range, or with powerful glasses i t would no doubt have 
been seen tha t the " sudden stop " there described was accompanied 
by this rapid vibratory movement of one foot. A. A S T L E Y . 
FRESHFIELD, AMBLESIDE. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS' METHOD OF OBTAINING WORMS. 
To the Editors of B R I T I S H B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With regard to Mr. E. U. Savage's reply (antea, p . 193), t o my 
note on the above (antea, p . 170), my reason for sending it was tha t I 
could not find it recorded before, and found tha t quite a number of 
ornithological friends did not know of the habit, and one correspondent 
has written me doubting it, suggesting tha t the worms would seek 
safety under the soil rather than come to the surface to fall an easy 
prey to the Gulls. 

The habit may be well known to Mr. Savage, but there are many 
ornithologists, who may never have the chance of observing it , or of 
knowing tha t it occurs. 

There are no doubt many such small occurrences, which if recorded, 
would add to the interest of the life history of a species. 
EAST D U L W I C H . C. W, COLTHRUP. 

[Mr. E. Leonard Gill also writes tha t he notices this habit regularly 
in the Meadows, Edinburgh, though in the grass the action is incon
spicuous and easily overlooked.—EDS.] 


	Letters
	Velocity of flight of birds
	The Wood-Lark at night
	Aberrant song of a Chiff-Chaff
	Incubation period of the Merlin and an appeal for the ringing of the young
	Shore-birds' method of obtaining worms
	Black-headed Gulls' method of obtaining worms


