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PROBABLE GOLDEN ORIOLE IN SUFFOLK. 

AT Walberswick, Suffolk, at 5.30 a.m. on April 28th, 1923, 
I was awakened by a bird which I have no doubt whatever 
was a Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus). Unfortunately in the 
half light that prevailed at that hour I was unable to get a 
view of it. The extremely loud, flute-like, call-note was 
repeated incessantly for several minutes and then gradually 
grew more faint as the bird moved on. 

It reminded me of the note of the Red-winged Blackbird of 
America (Agelaius phceniceus), and was unlike anything I have 
ever heard before in England. Judging by the hour and 
season, I assume that it had possibly just come in from the 
sea and was passing inland. CHARLES E. ALFORD. 

NUTHATCH CONCEALING ITS EGGS DURING 
INCUBATION. 

WITH reference to Mr. S. G. Cumming's note (Vol. XVI., 
p. 307) on the Nuthatch (Sitta eu. affinis) concealing its 
eggs, I have repeatedly noticed that this species when leaving 
its eggs during incubation covers them up before quitting 
the nest. The Nuthatch is common enough at Keswick, 
Norwich, and nests freely every year in bird-boxes in the 
garden (this year I have three nests), and whenever I have 
looked into the boxes and found the bird off, the eggs have 
always been covered up with the scales and flakes of pine 
bark with which the nests are invariably made. I do not 
think the eggs slip down out of sight, but I believe the old 
bird covers them up of her own accord for the sake of safety 
when leaving the nest. As a general rule the entrance hole 
in the nesting boxes is made much smaller by mud brought 
by the birds when soft, but this is not generally done until 
incubation has begun, or at any rate is started during the 
period of egg-laying and carried on during incubation, until 
the hole is small enough to suit the birds' requirements. The 
lids or tops of the nesting boxes also are often tightly fixed 
down with mud, so that it is impossible to lift them off with
out breaking the mud; if one does this, however, it does not 
necessarily mean that the birds will desert the nest. 

GERARD H. GURNEY 
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I HAVE several times obtained what seems to be proof that 
the Nuthatch (Sitta eu. affinis) occasionally conceals its eggs, 
if given time, after being disturbed. On one occasion at a nest 
in an old Green Woodpecker's hole, 25 feet high in a white 
poplar, seven eggs were visible by the aid of an electric bulb, 
and the bird was clearly seen at the back of the hole. After 
waiting a few minutes I again mounted the ladder and found 
the eggs covered by the oak leaves of the nest and the bird 
still at the back of the hole. 

On May 4th, 1923, at a nest six feet up in a natural hole of 
a mountain ash at Cheddar, I counted eight eggs in a rather 
compact nest of pine strips only (after removing most of the 
clay at the entrance). A friend and I then retired to a ditch 
to watch; the bird came out and collected bits of bark 
" peelings " and took them into the hole very quickly. 

On looking in we found the eggs well hidden underneath 
the nesting material, a portion of one egg only could be seen 
beneath the strips of bark peeling, and this not easily. 

STANLEY LEWIS, 

WOODCHAT SHRIKE IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON the afternoon of May 4th, 1923, in some marshy ground 
on the Penally Golf Course close to Tenby, I saw a brilliant 
specimen of the Woodchat Shrike (Lanius s. senator). The 
bird was very tame and twice allowed me to approach within 
a few yards. 

According to The Practical Handbook (Vol. I., p . 271), the 
species has not previously been recorded from Wales. 

GUY CHARTERIS. 

LITTLE OWL IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
WHEN game-shooting on the Angle peninsula in the extreme 
S.W. corner of Pembrokeshire in November, 1922, I saw two 
Little Owls {Athene noctua), and was informed by the game
keeper that they had appeared some time previously and were 
obviously increasing. W. M. CONGREVE. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE IN SUSSEX. 
ON March 22nd, 1923, a Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps n. 
nigricollis) was taken in a fishing-net off Hastings and brought 
alive to the local museum, where I saw it. It was a beautiful 
bird in full breeding-plumage and appeared to be quite un
injured. The same evening it was taken by Mr. Butterfield 
to the Alexandra Park and liberated on one of the ponds. It 
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was still there the next day, but has not been seen since. It is 
to be hoped that it has safely reached its nesting quarters 
somewhere in England. N. F. TICEHURST. 

ICELAND GULL IN THE ISLES OF SCILLY. 
AN Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) has frequented St. Mary's, 
the Isles of Scilly, all the winter, and is still here, May 9th, 
1923. It is in the pure white intermediate stage of plumage 
of the species. On April 16th, 1914, one followed our boat 
out of Penzance Harbour, and even this date was a late one 
to find the species so far south (Brit. Birds, VIII., p. 21). 
During the winters I spent in Orkney, the Iceland Gull was 
not uncommon, but I never saw one in this beautiful inter
mediate plumage, the majority being mottled immatures and 
the remainder adults. W. H. ROBINSON. 

GREY WAGTAIL NESTING IN KENT.—The Rev. J. R. Hale 
informs us that Motacilla c. cinerea now breeds regularly near 
Maidstone, where he has found several pairs nesting since 1921. 
This is a slight extension eastward of its known breeding area 
in this county. 

CUCKOO RETURNING TO SAME SUMMER QUARTERS FOR FIVE 
YEARS.—With reference to his note in Vol. XVI., p. 190, Mr. 
T. L. S. Dooley writes that a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) 
which, from its unusual note, he considers to be the same 
individual as the one therein mentioned, has returned to the 
same summer quarters for the fifth successive summer. 

UTILITY OF THE TAWNY OWL.—The Rev. J. R. Hale writes 
that in a nest of Strix aluco sylvatica in Kent, containing two 
newly hatched young ones, he counted thirty long-tailed field-
mice. 
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