
TOTES 
GOLDEN ORIOLE IN SHROPSHIRE. 

ON May 2nd, 1923, an adult male Golden Oriole (Oriolus 
oriolus) was seen at close quarters in a garden at Prees, 
Whitchurch, Salop. I recorded another near Ludlow on 
May 18th, 1922 (antea, Vol. XVI., p. 78). H. E. FORREST. 

SONG OF THE CITRIL FINCH. 
IN the Practical Handbook no mention is made of the song of 
the Citril Finch (Carduelis c. citrinella). The note of this 
species I have found to be very characteristic and a sure 
means of identification. In flight the call-note is of a peculiar 
creaking-like nature. 

Comparing this bird's song with that of the Serin (Serinus 
c. serinus), I should say that the latter's is a continuous hissing 
twitter, not without musical quality—whilst the song proper 
of the Citril Finch is more of an outburst comparable with 
that of the Wren or Hedge-Sparrow, but somewhat forced 
and husky, with the characteristic " creaking " note, already 
mentioned, running through it. J. B. WATSON. 

EARLY BREEDING OF YELLOW BUNTING 
IN SUFFOLK. 

IN Suffolk on March 30th, 1923, I flushed a Yellow Bunting 
(Emberiza c. citrinella) from a nest containing three fresh 
eggs. I have never before found a nest with eggs of this 
species earlier than the last week of April, and for this latter 
month I have only one record. D. W. MUSSELWHITE. 

GREY-HEADED AND BLUE-HEADED WAGTAILS IN 
CORNWALL. 

On May 12th and 13th, 1923, I observed an undoubted Grey
headed Wagtail (Motacilla flava thunbergi) at the Marazion 
Marsh, near Penzance. I obtained several very close views 
of it, so close that, with the aid of field-glasses, the details of 
plumage could be made out almost as well as if I had had it in 
my hand. The distinguishing characteristics were: forehead, 
crown and back of neck, dull slate-grey ; no vestige of a light 
stripe above the eye ; a dull black band extending from the 
base of the bill, under and partially round the eye, on to the 
ear-coverts ; little or no white on the chin, the under-parts 
being yellow, with the exception of a few dark marks on the 
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upper-breast. The rest of the plumage was as in the Blue-
headed Wagtail (M. f. flava). A pair of the latter birds were 
about the Marsh, so I had ample opportunity for comparison. 

The bird was generally on one piece of marshy ground, 
associating with Pied and Yellow Wagtails, but once I saw it 
feeding round a grazing horse, in the manner characteristic 
of Wagtails and many other birds. G. H. HARVEY. 

EARLY NESTING OF THE GREY WAGTAIL. 
ON April 15th, 1923, I found a nest of the Grey Wagtail 
{Motacilla c. cinerea) with five young, in the wisteria outside 
the window of a house at Milton Abbot, Devon. The date 
seems remarkably early, especially when taken in conjunc
tion with the wintry coldness of the weather. M. BEDFORD. 

UNUSUAL POSITION FOR NEST OF GOLDCREST. 
A NEST of the Goldcrest (Regulus r. anglorum) found within 
four yards of a public road, and in full view of it, on April 20th, 
1923, at East Coker, Somerset, was placed about 5 ft. from 
the ground, and very lightly, not to say insecurely, fastened 
against thickish bare stems of ivy twisted round the trunk of 
a deciduous tree, so that its full contour stood out from 
the trunk. It was closely felted of green moss externally, 
and was absolutely unconcealed, with not even an ivy leaf 
near it. Of course, nests in ivy on trunks of trees have been 
frequently recorded, but are generally more or less concealed 
by the foliage. T. G. POWELL. 

MOVEMENTS OF HOUSE-MARTINS IN THE SCILLY 
ISLES. 

ON February 17th, 1923, two House-Martins (Delichon u. 
urbica) were seen on the Island of Tresco, one of the Scilly 
Isles and were still there a week later. Possibly they had 
never migrated, owing to the mild winter. 

During May, on the Island of St. Mary's, I only saw single 
birds of this species to the number of six, the first being on 
May 6th, when one was on the telegraph wires with 103 
swallows. 

On the afternoon and evening of June 1st a large number 
came to roost on St. Mary's. The telegraph wires held long 
rows of them, and the reeds round a large tarn were bent 
almost double by their weight, there being up to ten and a 
dozen on some reeds. They left next morning, few, if any, 
remaining. H. W. ROBINSON. 
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MIGRANT WRYNECKS IN YORKSHIRE. 
IN connection with the record of the occurrence of Wrynecks 
{Jynx t. torquilla) on the Northumberland coast during 
September, 1922 (antea, Vol. XVI., p. 325), it is interesting 
to note that examples visited the Yorkshire coast about the 
same time. A fine adult was picked up, in a dying condition, 
at Scalby Mills, near Scarborough, on September 9th, 1922, 
and another was observed at Whitby on the same date. 

W. J. CLARKE. 

INCREASE OF THE FULMAR PETREL ON THE 
YORKSHIRE COAST. 

SINCE Mr. G. W. Temperley first reported the presence of a 
pair of Fulmar Petrels (Fulmarus g. glacialis) at Bempton 
in 1919 {British Birds, Vol. XIII., p. 59), the increase in the 
number of birds frequenting the Yorkshire coast in summer 
has been very remarkable. 

In 1919 I was told by the climbers at Bempton that during 
the previous season (1918) a single bird had frequented the 
cliffs all the summer, but at the time of my visit in July, 1919, 
they had no evidence of the birds nesting there. 

Last year, 1922, eggs were taken at Bempton and there 
is no doubt that both in 1922 and 1921 the birds bred there 
and in other places along the coast. 

This year (1923) they have taken up their quarters at many 
places between Bempton and Kettleness. It is, of course, 
impossible to make an accurate estimate of their numbers, 
but, excluding the birds at Bempton, there cannot be less 
than thirty pairs scattered along the coast, and the probability 
is that there are a good many more. How many of these 
birds are, or will be, engaged in nesting, it is not possible to 
say, though from what I have seen of their behaviour at 
several of their stations, I should say that the majority of 
them are breeding birds, and this opinion is backed up by 
what I have heard from other observers, notably Mr. Clay 
of Filey and Mr. Snowdon of Whitby. 

Special protection orders are posted in both the North 
and East Riding areas, and the credit for this special protec
tion must be given to the Yorkshire Naturalists' Union Wild 
Birds' Protection Committee. 

E. ARNOLD WALLIS. 

[Dr. S. H. Long estimated that there were fifteen to twenty 
pairs on the Bempton Cliffs in 1922 (Vol. XVI., p. 85).—EDS.] 



VOL. XVII.] NOTES. 41 

UNUSUAL NEST OF OYSTERCATCHER. 
THE accompanying photograph of the nest of an Oystercatcher 
{Hcematopus o. ostralegus) was taken by me this year (1923) 
on a heathery flat near the river Dee, near Dinnet, Aberdeen
shire. The nest was composed of dead heather stems, taken 

by the birds from a near-by patch that had been burnt the 
season before. I have often known the Oystercatcher to take 
a few stems of dead heather, but have never before seen such 
an ambitious nest and it must be most unusual. 

SETON GORDON. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL BREEDING IN 
SOMERSETSHIRE. 

W E do not know if the Great Black-backed Gull (Larus 
marinus) has previously been recorded as breeding in Somerset
shire, but in any case it is an event of sufficient interest to be 
worth noting, seeing that this species is by no means common 
in the Bristol Channel at any season. 

On June 2nd, 1923, we paid a visit to the Steep Holm and 
noted one of these birds standing on an outlying spur of the 
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cliff. On climbing to the spot a nest with three young, only 
recently hatched, was found. They were clothed in a coat 
of very light grey down, showing no trace of the warm 
brownish tinge that characterized the dress of the young 
Herring, and to a lesser degree that of the young Lesser Black-
backed Gulls examined during the day. The nest was also 
considerably larger than those of these latter species. 

Identification was definitely established from a " hide " 
erected a few yards away, from which photographic records 
were obtained of the adults and young. 

On a previous visit made in June, 1911, no birds of this 
species were seen. 

In Glamorganshire a pair or two occasionally breed in the 
Gower Peninsula. GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 

H. MORREY SALMON. 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER IN FIFESHIRE.—Miss L. J. 
Rintoul, who is well acquainted with Phylloscopus h. prce-
mium on migration at the Isle of May, watched a bird of this 
species in her garden at Largo on October 23rd, 1922 (Scot. 
Nat., 1923, p. 11). Miss Rintoul describes the Yellow-browed 
Warbler as very restless, bold and fearless, and often driving 
away much larger birds. 

SPREADING OF GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN ARGYLL
SHIRE.—A nest of Dryobates major was discovered and the bird 
photographed in the summer of 1922 by Miss Berry at Glen-
striven, Loch Striven (Scot. Nat., 1923, p. 4), which is a small 
but interesting southern extension of the range of this bird 
in Argyllshire (cf. Brit. B., XIII., p. 299; XIV., p. 62; XV. 
P- 274)-

LITTLE OWL IN CORNWALL.—Mr. R. E. Moreau informs us 
that in June, 1922, he saw Little Owls (Athene noctua) about 
the Castle at Tintagel which were probably breeding. No 
conclusive evidence of the bird breeding in Cornwall has yet 
been brought forward we believe, though as already announced 
Little Owls were seen near Padstow at the end of 1918 and even 
so far west as Helston in December, 1919, as well as in other 
places in Cornwall in the winter of 1919 (cf. Vol. XIII., pp. 
198, 219 and 274). 

GARGANEY IN LANARKSHIRE.—Mr. R. W. S. Wilson records 
(Scot. Nat., 1923, p. 17) a drake Anas querquedula, which is a 
rare bird in Scotland, on April 30th, 1922, at Frankfield Loch. 
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RED-NECKED PHALAROPE AND GOSHAWK SEEN OFF CO. 
KERRY.—Mr. A. J. Kennedy states (Irish Nat., 1923, p. 7), 
that a Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) visited the 
Tearaght Rock, where it remained for about a quarter of an 
hour, on October 1st, 1922. So far as we know this species 
has been recorded in Ireland on only three other occasions 
outside its breeding haunts. 

Mr. Kennedy also states that a Goshawk (Accipitergentilis) 
had been on the rock " for some time past " and " re-appeared 
at the end of October and is still on the rock." He also 
remarks that it is " no trouble to it to kill rabbits and we have 
watched it put up some fierce fights with Peregrines." 

The only reliable record of a Goshawk in Ireland is one 
of the American form, A. g. atricapittus, recorded in British 
Birds, Vol. XIII., p. 31. 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE OF PHEASANT.—Mr. C. J. Pring 
informs us that on May 20th, 1923, he found a Pheasant 
(Phasianus colchicus) sitting on twelve eggs in an old Sparrow-
Hawk's nest 28 ft. up in a spruce fir, near Lyme Regis, but 
inside the Devon boundary. (This incident has also been 
reported independently in the Field, June 7th, 1923, by 
Mr. Taberer.) Similar cases have been reported on many 
occasions, when old nests of Sparrow-Hawk, Wood-Pigeon, 
Owl, and squirrels' dreys have been appropriated, at heights 
ranging from 6 to 30 ft. Two photographs of a nest in a 
spruce, 22 ft. from the ground are given in the Birds of 
Yorkshire, Vol. II., pi. facing p. 524, and in Brit. Birds, Vol. 
XIII., p. 87, will be found a note on a nest 26 ft. from the 
ground in an old Sparrow-Hawk's nest, together with refer
ences to about a dozen other recorded instances of this habit. 
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