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THE COLOUR OF THE IRIS IN THE JUVENILE JAY. 
BOTH in Howard Saunders's Manual (2nd edition, p. 236) 
and in the Practical Handbook (Part 1, p. 29), the iris of 
the juvenile Jay (Garrulus glandarius) is described as brown. 
All the young Jays which I have seen and handled have, 
however, had irides of a very similar colour to that of 
the adult, i.e., bluish-white. This was so in the case of a 
young Jay, which I had last summer, which had been taken 
from the nest and hand-reared, and the colour of whose 
iris I particularly noted. 

This 3'ear I have hand-reared another, taken from the 
nest when about 12-14 days' old, and only half feathered. 

This bird's irides have undergone no change of colour 
since I have had it. They were, when it was taken from 
the nest, and are now (aged six weeks) of a bluish-white, 
with a very narrow ring of brown next to the pupil. This 
latter, however, is only distinguishable upon a close scrutiny 
of the eye, the general impression being oi an iris of a 
bluish-white, only, perhaps, a shade duller than that of the 
adult. 

Neither Howard Saunders nor the authors of the Prac
tical Handbook state at what age the iris changes from 
brown to bluish-white, the former describing it as brown 
in " young " birds, and the latter in " juveniles." 

If these authors are correct, and my young Jays with 
bluish-white irides are not unique, either the iris is only 
brown during the first week or so of life, or it is a variable 
character, being brown in some young birds and bluish-
white in others. If the latter be the case then, according 
to my experience, those with bluish-white irides are vastly 
in the majority. B. B. RIVIERE. 

[In describing ' soft parts " throughout the work, I have 
taken my information from notes made at the time the bird 
was shot, and written on the label, either by myself or other 
collectors. In the case of the Jay I regret that I cannot 
now trace the source from which the iris of the juvenile 
was described as brown. The only note on juvenile birds-
in my own collection is of one whose iris is described as 
" inner ring brown with an outer one of greyish-white." 
This very nearly corresponds with Dr. Riviere's observation,. 
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and 1 think "b rown" must be a mistake. The term 
" juvenile" throughout the Practical Handbook means, 
of course, a bird in juvenile plumage. The exact age 
cannot be ascertained except by keeping birds in captivity, 
or by ringing, but the approximate age can be estimated 
by comparing the normal breeding-season, the incubation 
period and the time of year in which the bird moults from 
juvenile to first winter plumage.—-H. F. W.] 

GOLDEN ORIOLE IN DUMFRIES-SHIRE. 
EARLY in June, 1923, a female Golden Oriole (Oriolus 0. oriolus) 
was picked up near Dumfries. It was in good plumage but 
nearly dead. I have seen the bird since it was stuffed. 

M. PORTAL. 

BRAMBLING IN MIDDLESEX IN JULY. 
I RECEIVED in the flesh a male Brambling (Fringilla monti-
fringilla) shot in an orchard at Enfield, Middlesex, on July 7th, 
1923. Unfortunately the head was so damaged that it was 
impossible to make a skin of it. However, there were no 
signs of its having been in captivity. It appeared to be in 
autumnal plumage, the feathers on the head and back having 
reddish-brown tips. I kept the wings and top of the back, 
and enclose the latter. REG. B. LODGE. 

[The bird failed to migrate probably owing to some 
disability. The feathers sent are very little worn for the time 
of year, and possibly the moult was delayed.—H.F.W.] 

EARLY NESTING OF THE YELLOW BUNTING. 
WITH reference to Mr. D. W. Musselwhite's note (antea, p. 38) 
on the early breeding of the Yellow Bunting (Emberiza c. 
citrinella) in Suffolk, perhaps the following records of early 
nesting in Cumberland may be of interest :— 

1918. April 16th. Nest with 4 eggs. 
April 23rd. ,, „ 2 eggs. 

1920. April 25th. „ ,, 1 egg. 
April 29th. ,, „ 4 eggs. 

1921. April 15th. Nest ready for laying. 
1922. April 15th. Flushed hen off 3 eggs. 

April 24th. Nest ready for laying. 
April 29th. Nest with 3 eggs. 

1923. March 30th. Observed cock Yellow Bunting with 
nesting materials in its beak. 

April 7th. Two nests ready for laying. 
R. H. BROWN 
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BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL NESTING IN CORNWALL. 
As Cornwall has not so far been included among the small 
number of counties in which the Blue-headed Wagtail (Mota-
cilla f. flava) has been proved to breed, the following account 
of the breeding of a pair at the Marazion Marsh, near Penzance, 
may prove of interest. 

On March 29th, 1923, and April 9th and n t h , there was 
a male Blue-headed Wagtail on the Marsh, on the 23rd and 
24th there were two males, and on the 26th an undoubted 
pair. This pair I had under observation during the whole of 
May and the greater part of June without finding their nest, 
though to judge from their actions they were undoubtedly 
breeding. Many hours' watching gave me no clue to the 
position of the nest, till on June 28th I saw both birds carrying 
food. A few minutes' observation then led to the discovery 
of the nest containing six young birds, nearly fully fledged. 
It also made plain why I had previously been unable to locate 
it, for I had been looking in the marsh itself, while the nest 
was situated beside the railway, which here runs on a slight 
embankment through it. It was on the top of the embank
ment and seven feet from the metals. Built outwardly of 
bents, roots and a few scraps of moss, it was lined with hair 
and one or two small feathers, and must have been well 
concealed when built, as it was right on the ground. However, 
it had been rendered very open by the grass being cut. The 
young were fed about once every three or four minutes ; thus 
between 9.20 a.m. and 12.7 p.m. on June 30th, they were fed 
thirty-five times by the male and eighteen times by the 
female. The fact that the female fed them so much less often 
than the male, was, I think, due to her being much more 
suspicious of my presence than the latter. I saw the faeces 
disposed of about once every fourth time the young were fed. 
Usually they were carried away and dropped at varying 
distances from the nest (a few feet up to a hundred yards), 
but twice I saw the male eat them. Both birds chased away 
other small birds that ventured too near the nest. Thus I 
saw the male chase away immature Pied Wagtails, and once 
an adult male Yellow Wagtail, while I saw the female chase 
away a Meadow-Pipit. 

On June 30th there were still six young. I did not visit 
the nest on July 1st, but on July 2nd only two were left in the 
nest, and on July 3rd these, too, had flown. 

After this I several times saw the birds carrying food into a 
thick reed-bed, but I did not actually see any young till July 
14th when I saw two, still being fed by both parents. The 
last date I saw the birds was on July 26th. G. H HARVEY. 
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EARLY NEST1NQ OF GREY WAGTAIL IN THE SOUTH 
OF ENGLAND. 

FROM the many notes which have appeared from time to time 
on the nesting of the Grey Wagtail [Motacilla c. cinerea) in 
the south of England—particularly the eastward extension of 
the breeding range during the last fifteen years—it is rather 
surprising that the early nesting of the species has been 
little remarked upon. 

The note by the Duchess of Bedford (antea, p. 39) on an 
early nest in Devonshire prompts me to state that in parts 
of the south of England with which I am best acquainted, 
early nests are by no means unusual, and I have found eggs 
in the latter part of March in Somerset, Dorset and Hants. 
As another instance of the increase and extension of this 
Wagtail I may mention that in 1915 I knew of six pairs 
nesting on a four-mile stretch of river on the eastern side 
of Hampshire, practically every suitable site being occupied. 

W. J ASHFORD. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN ANGLESEY. 
I WATCHED a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) with 
field-glasses near the reservoir—Beaumaris-—for several 
minutes on February n t h , 1922. This bird does not appear 
to have been recorded previously as seen in Anglesey. 

KENNEDY ORTON. 

SONG-THRUSH'S NEST CONVERTED AND USED BY 
BLACKBIRD. 

ON May 7th, 1923, I ringed four well-fledged young Song-
Thrushes (Turdus philomelus clarkei) in a nest in an elder at 
Great Budworth, Cheshire. On May 29th I was surprised to 
find a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) sitting on two Blackbird's 
eggs in the same nest; unfortunately she deserted and on 
June 13th I removed the nest, finding one of the eggs well-
incubated. 

The Blackbird had added dry grass and dirty straw of rather 
darker colour to the rim of the nest and had lined the bottom 
of the cup with a little fine hay—the mud-lined interior being 
only partly covered by this and the sides left as the Thrush 
had made them. 

Possibly the Blackbird's first nest had been destroyed, which 
would account for its quick adaptation of a ready-made nest. 

On one occasion in Wytham Wood, near Oxford (May 
17th, 1904), I found a Blackbird sitting on four incubated 

H 
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Blackbird's eggs and two fresh Thrush's eggs, in a place 
which made it improbable that the nest had been meddled 
with ; doubtless the Thrush's nest had been destroyed. 

A. W. BOYD. 

DIPPER NESTING IN WILTSHIRE. 
WHILE stopping at Tisbury, Wiltshire, in June, 1923, I heard 
that Dippers (Cinclus c. britannicus) had nested there for the 
last four 3?ears. They had evidently failed to do so in one 
place this year, but Admiral Sandiman, of Chicksgrove, on 
the river Nodder, kindly lent me his waders to examine some 
nests under his house. I found one, which had recently been 
occupied, and two older ones, and I saw a Dipper there. 

This is, I think, as far east, in the south of England, as the 
Dipper has been recorded as nesting regularly. 

NORMAN H. JOY. 

ROLLER IN DEVONSHIRE. 
ON April n t h , 1923, I saw a Roller (Coracias g. garrulus) in 
Daleditch Lane, near Budleigh Salterton. 

Though, owing to bad light, I was not in a position to see 
the plumage distinctly, the size, shape, and flight of the bird, 
and, more important still, the very characteristic harsh note, 
made identification quite certain. Moreover I have seen and 
heard Rollers in the Canary Islands on many occasions. 

This record is of special interest because a Roller was shot 
in Daleditch Lane in September, 1841 {vide D'Urban and 
Mathew's Birds of Devon, p. 118). W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER IN CUMBERLAND. 
AN adult male Montagu's Harrier (Circus pygargus) was 
trapped at a nest of bad eggs, put out for Carrion-Crows, near 
Nether by, Cumberland, at the end of June, 1923. The female 
was still about at the beginning of August. M. PORTAL. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER IN CARNARVONSHIRE. 
ON May 12th, 1922, I watched with field-glasses a female 
Montagu's Harrier quartering the ground on the moors between 
Carnarvon and Bangor. KENNEDY ORTON. 

GARGANEY IN CHESHIRE IN SPRING. 
ON April 15th and 28th, 1923, I saw a pair of Garganey {Anas 
querquedula) on a marsh in south Cheshire, and on the second 
day was able to approach them very closely in an open meadow 
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to which they had flown. My attention was first drawn to 
them by the rattle-note of the drake as they flew. The 
keeper saw what must have been a pair of Garganeys there 
in the spring of 1921 ; his description was quite accurate. 

In view of their occurrence in Cheshire last spring (antea, 
Vol. XVI., pp. 24/5) and in Staffordshire this year this 
further record seems to be of interest. A. W. BOYD. 

COMMON SCOTERS INLAND IN CHESHIRE IN 
SUMMER. 

COMMON Scoters (Oidemia n. nigra) have been recorded in 
summer in Cheshire on several occasions (cf. British Birds, 
Vol. XVI., p. n o ) . In 1923 a few have again appeared : on 
June 18th two restless adult drakes were on Mar bury Mere, 
near Northwich, and on July 22nd there was another drake 
on Rostherne Mere. On August n t h there were six or eight 
round Hilbre Island, at the mouth of the Dee, where they may 
always be seen in the winter months. A. W. BOYD. 

GREAT SHEARWATER IN ARGYLLSHIRE. 
ON the morning of June 22nd, 1923, with a moderate W.N.W. 
breeze and misty rain, I saw a Great Shearwater (Puffinus 
gravis) within two miles of the entrance of Oban Bay in the 
Firth of Lome. I have once or twice seen this bird west of 
Mull, but never before in such land-locked waters. 

SETON GORDON. 

UNUSUAL NEST OF OYSTERCATCHER. 
WITH reference to Mr. Seton Gordon's note and photograph 
of an unusual nest of the Oystercatcher (antea, p. 41), I may 
note that this habit is occasionally indulged in in the south 
of England as well as in Scotland. For three consecutive 
years a certain pair of Oystercatchers in Dorsetshire had their 
nest on a bare peaty bank about forty feet above sea-level. 
Each year a very bulky nest of dead heather-stems was built 
similar to and quite as substantial as that photographed by 
Mr. Gordon, while another pair nesting only a short distance 
away on the beach below had their eggs in the bare shingle 
without the slightest attempt at a nest. 

Another point of interest concerning this pair of birds is 
that each year four eggs were laid, and when visiting the spot 
on May 29th, 1918, after an interval of nine years, I again 
found four newly hatched young squatting just outside the 
nest, which was in the same place and composed of a large 
collection of sticks as before. W. J. ASHFORD, 
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CURIOUS NESTING SITE OF REDSHANK IN KENT. 
ON June 4th, 1922, a keeper brought me eggs of the Common 
Redshank (Tringa t. totanus) to identify. These were highly 
incubated and would have hatched in a few hours. The 
nest was situated amongst some rough grass and self-sown 
oats in an uncultivated field on the top of the Downs in the 
parish of Boxley. By the Ordnance Survey map the field 
is over 500 ft. above sea level and the nearest marsh-land is 
about 5 miles distant. The bird was caught on the nest by a 
labourer but liberated. There being no cover in the marsh
land owing to the drought, these birds apparently had to go 
where they could conceal their nests. How the young would 
have been fed it is difficult to imagine ! 

JAMES R. HALE. 

WOOD-SANDPIPER IN LEICESTERSHIRE. 
ON May 10th, 1923, I had a good view of a Wood-Sandpiper 
(Tringa glareola) at close range through glasses; the bird was 
walking about and feeding on one of the weirs on Swithland 
Reservoir. The last time I met with this species in Leicester
shire was in August, 1908, when I obtained a pair from the 
Ruin's pond in Bradgate Deer Park. W. HUBERT BARROW. 

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE IN CHESHIRE. 
ON August 5th, 1923, my wife called my attention to a 
small bird swimming about 200 yards from the bank in 
Marbury Mere, near Northwich, which proved to be a Red
necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus). 

It swam to and fro incessantly in a rapid, jerky way, 
continually darting at flies on the surface of the water. A 
number of Mute Swans rose from the water and put it up, 
but it flew for about 100 yards only and dropped lightly 
to the water again ; when we left the mere it was still swim
ming up and down, some 80 or 100 yards from the edge. 

While not in absolutely full breeding plumage the chestnut-
red stripe running down the neck was still complete and 
most noticeable, the front of the neck and upper breast being 
dusky with a ruddy tinge. The forehead had traces of white 
on it and the crown, nape, back of neck and streak through 
the eye were dark. The feathers of the back and wings were 
very dark with some pale markings, and a white or light line 
appeared to run down the middle of the back ; the underparts 
seemed to be quite white. The long black bill was evident 
at some distance. 
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I examined a series of skins a few days later and should 
think it was a male changing gradually from summer plumage. 

On August 2nd—three days before—there had been very 
high winds in the neighbourhood and in the Irish Sea, which 
may account for the presence of a bird which is a very rare 
vagrant in Cheshire. A. W. BOYD. 

SANDWICH TERN BREEDING IN DORSET. 
FOR several years past I have seen Sandwich Terns (Sterna s. 
sandvicensis) during the breeding season on the Dorset coast, 
and, though suspecting that they were breeding I could not 
prove it. I saw them again this year (1923), but had not 
the time to watch them closely. On or about July 16th 
a fresh egg was found near the spot where I had seen the 
birds. It was badly cracked when found and the finder 
gave it to me, and t have kept it as a proof of the record, 
the first, so far as I am aware, of the finding of the egg of 
this species in Dorset. It is a well-marked specimen, and 
quite unmistakable. F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

MOOR-HEN'S DECORATED NEST. 
MAJOR CONGREVE'S note (antea, p. 68) referring to the above 
subject, prompts us to record a similar observation made by 
us this spring (1923). In a small artificial pool, the bottom 
and sides of which are concreted, close to Charleton House, 
Colinsburgh (Fife), was the nest of a Moor-hen (Gallimda ch. 
chloropus). The nest was made of reeds and decorated with 
daffodil flowers; seven or eight of these were about the nest, 
some being worked into the outside, others laid in the cup. 
Daffodils were growing all round the pond and Colonel 
Anstruther told us that the Moor-hen had been decorating it 
for several days. In 1922 a pair built in the same place, 
and the nest was decorated with the flowers of the water 
plantain. The nest was, of necessity, rather conspicuous 
in a bare concrete pool, but it was made much more so by 
the fresh yellow daffodils with which it was ornamented. 

LEONORA JEFFREY RINTOUL. 
EVELYN V. BAXTER. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF ROOK'S EGGS.—Mr. H. T. Gosnell 
reports (Field, 12.4.23, p. 548) that whilst taking eggs of Rooks 
(Corvus f. frugilegus) on March 27th, 1923, atBampton, Oxon, 
he found one nest containing nine eggs. They all showed 
traces of incubation, and there was only one other nest in the 
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tree (oak), and that contained four eggs (also incubated 
slightly). The eggs are now in his collection. 

BLACK REDSTART IN SUSSEX IN SPRING.—Prof. Kennedy 
Orton writes that a male Phmnicurus ochrurus gibraltariensis 
was seen on the shingle beach at the mouth of the Cuckmere 
on April 4th, 1922. 

LITTLE OWL IN CORNWALL.—With reference to the spread 
westward of the Little Owl in Cornwall (antea, p. 42), Mr. G. 
H. Harvey writes that on July 6th, 1923, Mr. A. W. H. 
Harvey saw one near Penzance and about five miles from 
Land's End, and that he himself has several times this year 
seen them in the neighbourhood of the town. In an orchard 
surrounded by hollow elms at Gulval, near Penzance, he 
several times saw a pair in April and May, but was unable to 
discover a nest. On July 28th and 30th, however, he saw 
a party of five or six in the same place, probably the parent 
birds and a brood of this year as some were much smaller 
than others. 

MERLINS NESTING IN TREES IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. E. Arnold 
Wallis informs us that on May 21st, 1923, he met with a pair 
of Merlins (Falco c. cesalon) breeding in an old nest of the 
Carrion-Crow (Corvus c. corone) in a birch tree about 14 ft. 
from the ground on the Yorkshire moors, and also adds that a 
similar occurrence took place on the Whitby moors. The 
nest in the latter case was also a Crow's, about 25 ft. from the 
ground in a Scots pine, and the birds were trapped at the nest 
by the keeper and seen by Mr. Snowden of Whitby. Although 
only one instance of breeding in a tree is mentioned in the 
Birds of Yorkshire (I., p. 366), such cases have been reported 
on many occasions from Wales, and also from the Continent 
(Scandinavia and North Russia). 

COMMON BUZZARDS IN SUSSEX.—Prof. Kennedy Orton 
reports that two Common Buzzards (Buteo buteo) frequented 
the South Downs in west Sussex for three days in the first 
week of September, 1922, and appeared to be travelling from 
west to east. At the eastern end of the South Downs one 
was seen twice in the third week of October. 

DEPARTURE OF GREY LAG-GEESE.—Mr. H. W. Robinson 
informs us that in 1923 the Grey Lag-Geese (Anser anser) 
left Leighton Moss, north Lancashire, on April 13th. Last 
year they did not depart until April 30th. 
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