
LETTOS 
RECENT CHANGES IN THE BIRDS OF SCILLY. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS, 

SIRS,—With reference to my notes on " Recent Changes in the Birds 
of Scilly " (antea, pp. 55-8), Mr. George H. Fox writes me that Starlings 
were unknown a t Falmouth in the breeding season between 1860-70, 
but were then more abundant in winter than now. They used to roost 
in immense flocks at Tregedna, Enys Woods and Swanpool reed-beds. 

Between 1885 and 1890 they were breeding in Grove Hill and Mr. 
Fox's garden. 

Mr. C. J. King writes me that I have missed the Sedge-Warbler, 
which to his knowledge is fairly common in one or more localities, and 
my " one Skylark " surprises him—he sees more. 

He tells me Common Tern, which I hardly saw, merely a few pairs, 
and thought decreasing, turned up very late this summer, and bred 
in profusion on one island. H. M. WALLIS. 
READING, August 16th, 1923. 

RECENT CHANGES IN T H E BIRDS OF SCILLY. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In reading Mr. H. M. Wallis' interesting article in your last 
number, perhaps I may be allowed to make a few additions to his 
remarks, as I spent nearly two months in the islands this summer, and 
much longer in 1914. 

Skylarks were fairly plentiful, but not breeding as freely as in 1914. 
Practically all the young are killed by cats and rats on the inhabited 
islands. 

Sedge-Warblers (Acrooephalus schcenobos-ius) arrived on St. Mary's 
on May 15th, and five or six pairs bred around one tarn. 

Greenland Wheatears (CEnanthe as. lencorhoa) were passing through 
but not in such numbers as in 1914, some remaining a long time. 

Great Tit.—At least three pairs reared broods on St. Mary's. 
Sand-Martins (Riparia r, riparia).—I saw a few on passage on several 

occasions. 
Goldcrest, Chaffinch and Greenfinch.—Dr. P . heard all three singing 

in Tresco gardens one day in May. Personally I have yet to see or hear 
them. 

Corn-Bunting.—Not uncommon and breeding on St. Mary's. In 1914 
I saw none. 

On May 20th a single Hooded Crow (Corvus c. comix) was seen. 
During the winter of 1921 a flock appeared on St. Mary's which 
remained some time. They were nearly all shot. 

Land-Rail (Crex crex),—ln 1914 the only trace of the bird was one 
leg in the Peregrine's eyrie, and another in the nest of a Great Black-
backed Gull. In 1922 a pair nested on St. Agnes and another pair 
probably in a small garden on St. Mary's. This year they were fairly 
numerous on St. Mary's in May, and one pair were in the same field 
for over a month and possibly bred there. In April one ran into a 
house in the town on St. Mary's and became quite tame, feeding out 
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of its captor's hand. He kept i t for a month and liberated i t when 
the worms in his small garden gave out. 

Turnstones were seen every day in May in St. Mary's Harbour. 
I have not added any new records, but merely added to those 

species mentioned by your correspondent. H. W. ROBINSON. 

DIVE OF T H E GREAT NORTHERN DIVER—CORRECTION. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—In my note on this subject (antea, p . 64), the times given for 
the first observation should be reversed, so as to read: 40 seconds, 
down and 20 seconds up, H. W. ROBINSON. 
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