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FIELD-NOTES FROM GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
BY 

GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM AND H. MORREY SALMON. 

LESSER REDPOLL (Carduelis linaria cabaret),—A couple of 
interesting incidents relating to the breeding of this species 
have come under our personal observation. 

The first of these occurred in 1921, when a pair were found 
building a nest in a poplar on May 26th. On June 2nd 
they were busy removing it to another site, which, unfor
tunately, we were unable to locate. The next day, June 3rd, 
the whole of the materials of the nest, except the foundation, 
had been removed. 

The second incident was noted on May 30th, 1922. A 
female was brooding on a nest containing three young. When 
disturbed from them she withdrew a short distance, uttering 
her long-drawn alarm note. In a few seconds there were 
five or six other Redpolls fluttering around, one of them a 
male in brilliant plumage, possibly her mate. 

The female resented the near approach of these to her 
nest, and drove them off, and then returned and covered 
the young again. 

While she was so engaged a bird alighted on the nest edge, 
and proceeded to feed her amid much fluttering of wings 
on her part. During this incident the brightly-coloured 
male was sitting in the tree a yard or so from the nest, and 
a careful examination of the bird that was doing the feeding, 
through binoculars, at short range, revealed it as another 
female. 

In the locality where this nest was situated, small parties 
of Redpolls are to be seen daily during the spring and 
summer, but careful searching has never resulted in more 
than one nest being found in a season. It would, therefore, 
appear that the majority of these birds are non-breeders. 

LITTLE OWL. {Athene noctua mira).—We. notice that 
this species is not recorded in the Practical Handbook as 
breeding in Glamorganshire. In the Birds of Glamorganshire 
(1899) it is spoken of as " rare " and three specimens only 
are recorded. 

During recent years, especially the last four or five, it 
has increased greatly, and is now thoroughly established 
in the county. 

Breeding was first noticed in 1919 by Col. J. I. I ) . 
Nicholl, who saw young birds sitting at the entrance of a 
rabbit-burrow. {Trans. Cardiff N. S., Vol. LII.) 
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In 1921 we found a nest with fledged young in a hole in an 
old ash tree, and this site was used again in both 1922 and 
1923. 

MERLIN (Falco columbarius cesalon).—In several instances 
our observations do not agree with those of Mr. W. Rowan 

FEMALE MERLIN BROODING YOUNG T E N DAYS OLD, I N SUNNY 
W E A T H E R . J U L Y 2 N D , 1 9 2 2 . 

THE YOUNG CAN BE S E E N U N D E R HER BREAST. 

(Photographed by G. C. S. Ingram.) 

as set out in his series of articles upon this species, in Vol. XV., 
British Birds. 

On page 224 he states that " the mother never broods 
her young." This state of affairs may very well have pre
vailed, and most probably arose from the presence, of the 
" hide " at the nest he was observing, but we venture to 
think it is not usual, and our experience proves that in 
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this district at any rate, up to the age of ten days, the 3'oung 
are constantly brooded. For the last ten years we have 
had opportunities of making observations at one, and in 
some cases two nests annually, and have invariably found 
the female brooding young under a week old, and last year 
(1922) secured photographic records of the brooding of 

FEMALE MERLIN BROODING DURING A HEAVY RAIN STORM. 
JULY 2 N D , 1 9 2 2 . 

(Photographed by G. C S. Ingram.) 

young ten days' old. At this nest, when the weather was 
fine and sunny, which was very infrequently, the female 
stood half over them, sheltering them with her breast, 
but when storms broke and a high wind drove the rain 
fiercely on to the nest, she faced the wind with lowered head, 
beak touching the ground, drooping wings, and elevated 
tail, the young seeming to be between her legs and under 
her tail. If a storm broke while she was engaged in feeding 
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them she would immediately leave the food and resume 
her brooding. 

As regards the method adopted by the male to hand over 
food to his mate, we have seen this done many times, and 
it has always been the same. In the vicinity of the nest 
there are always a couple of favourite "stands," and to 
these the male brings his kill. Sometimes he will pluck 
it and then call his mate, and sometimes he will simply call 
and then fly off, leaving it unplucked, in which case the 
female will pluck it before carrying to the young. We have 
never seen food delivered in the air. 

Exceptionally the male has been flushed from a nest con
taining young, and from the remains of food lying around 
it has been easy to see that he had been feeding them. 

From the " stands " mentioned and from the nest we 
have gathered remains of the following species :-—Meadow-
Pipit, Blackbird, Linnet, Greenfinch, Wheatear, Skylark, 
Sand-Martin, Ringed Plover, Song-Thrush, Redshank, Lesser 
Tern, Starling and young rabbit. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—At Llanishen 
Reservoirs four were seen on July 30th, and one on 
August 20th, 1922. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps nigricollis).—One juvenile 
was seen at Llanishen Reservoirs on September 24th, 1922, 
and an adult at the same place on January 7th, 1923. 


	Field-Notes from Glamorganshire
	Lesser Redpoll
	Little Owl
	Merlin
	Green Sandpiper
	Black-necked Grebe


