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A JACKDAW'S WAY OF COLLECTING NESTING 

MATERIAL. 
WHILST motoring along Portsdown Hill, Hampshire, on 
April 19th, 1923, I noticed a bird larger than a Starling settle 
on the back of one of several horses grazing. The bird flew 
off the first horse to a second, and then on to a third. As our 
car approached I identified the bird as a Jackdaw (Colceus m. 
spermologus), and the third horse as very mangy. The Jack
daw pecked a beak full of hair out of the mangy horse and 
flew off, obviously to her nest. 

Neither of the three horses appeared to object to this 
cavalier treatment, whilst the third horse continued grazing 
during the whole procedure. CECIL SMEED. 

[We have seen Jackdaws perched on cattle and taking hair 
from their backs on several occasions and probably the habit 
is not very uncommon.—EDS.] 

SMALL BROODS OF CIRL BUNTING. 
DURING the month of July, 1923, I examined three nests of 
Cirl Bunting (Emheriza cirlus) in the neighbourhood of 
Martock, Somerset. One contained two young birds, another 
had only two eggs, and another three. I have only met with 
one nest with four eggs in this neighbourhood since June, 
1919, viz., a nest found on June 15th, 1922, which contained 
four hatching eggs. JOSEPH H. SYMES. 

NEST OF SWALLOW WITHOUT MUD. 
IN the course of my ringing expeditions in South Carmarthen
shire I came across what struck me as being a very curious 
nest of a Swallow {Hirundo r. rustica). It was in a shed with 
d, V-shaped galvanised iron roof. To the supports of the roof 
had been nailed strip of wood at intervals of about a foot, 
and the space in between had been filled with dry rushes. In 
the course of time some of the rushes had slipped down in 
such a way as to form a sort of ledge where the strips of wood 
held them up. The nest was situated on one of these ledges 
which served as the foundation of the nest, for there was no 
mud at all. A few bits of the finer grasses and two or three 
feathers were all the material the birds had brought to the nest. 
At the time of ringing I judged the nestlings to be 16 days old 
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(the tail-feathers were projecting about one-third of an inch 
beyond the sheaths) and I had visited the nest eight days pre
viously ; so I presume it is quite impossible for the birds to 
have moved from some properly constructed nest, and I could 
find no trace of a mud nest in the shed, J. F. THOMAS. 

[In the Dobrogea, where Swallows are not uncommon, but 
there is little dry land, most of the country consisting of reed 
beds and shallow lagoons, we found Swallows' nests built 
entirely of flowering tops of reeds, with no admixture of mud 
whatever.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

FLEDGLING PERIOD OF SWIFT. 

MR. DAVID HAMILTON, a friend of mine and a very capable 
field ornithologist, has been making observations on two 
pairs of Swifts (Apus a. apus) nesting in the roof of a large 
tenement in Warrender Park Road, Edinburgh. It was on 
May 30th, 1913, that Mr. Hamilton first searched for the 
nests here and discovered two pairs sitting on their nests— 
the one pair on the old nest of a Starling and the other pair 
about a foot off on a nest composed of a few feathers ; in 
each case the pairs were sitting side by side on their nests 
and were not disturbed when a lighted candle was placed 
near them. Even when the hand was put under the birds 
to feel for eggs, of which there were not yet any, a bird in each 
nest, presumably the female, did not stir, though their mates 
flew off. On June 17th, Mr. Hamilton crawled along the 
housetops to another hole where he had observed Swifts and 
found a nest with two highly incubated eggs—both birds 
were on the nest. On June 7th, 1919, these nesting sites 
were occupied, two nests having two eggs and one nest three 
eggs ; in each case the birds were sitting and were quite 
unconcerned when they were lifted off their eggs and put 
back again, one bird Mr. Hamilton actually put in his pocket 
to take out into the light that he might examine i t ; these 
three birds were sitting close when revisited on the night 
of June 12th. This year, 1923, Swifts appeared abnormally 
early and to-day, August 25th, they are still flying in numbers 
before my window. I myself saw them first at Duddingston 
on April 26th, but Mr. Hamilton had already seen three in 
the company of a few Common Swallows on the 4th over the 
River Esk at Musselburgh; he had these Swifts under 
observation at a short distance for over ten minutes. From 
the 6th they had disappeared, but were seen by him at 
Duddingston on the 25th. Swifts were in force on May 2nd. 
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Then, as there had been a cold spell and the Swifts had not 
been seen, Mr. Hamilton thought he would visit the roof 
where they had nested for years and there he found five or 
six Swifts all huddled together on the straw of an old Starling's 
nest; they allowed him to lay a lighted candle beside them 
and to stroke them on the back without showing the slightest 
fear. 

Mr. Hamilton visited two nests in the roof regularly from 
June ist to find out something of the fledgling period, and 
I think it best to transcribe his notes. 
June is t . Nest No. I . had two eggs. 
June 12th. Nest No. I I . had two eggs. 
June 20th. Nest No. I . hatched. 

Nest No. I I . eggs incubated, lifted the birds off and laid 
them down again. As it was early in the morning when I 
was up this time, in each case both birds were sitting side by 
side. None of them went out while I was there. 

June 30th. Nest No. I I . hatched ; young blind and very helpless 
objects. 

Young of No. I. coming on. 
July 14th. Nest No. I. Young seem fully grown, the white of the 

chin and forehead very marked ; were still unable to fly 
and only crawled about, although their wings look fully 
developed ; they are now twenty-four days old. 

Young of No. I I . coming on fine, but wings quite short. 
July 20th. Nest No. I . All the birds were in ; put the old birds 

out to see if the young would follow, and although I put a 
young one to the entrance of the hole it scuttled back to the 
nes t ; they are now 31 days old and don't seem to have the 
power of flight yet. 

The young in No. I I . are well on now also. 
July 21st. No. I. Thinking there would be a chance of the Swifts 

being out in the middle of the day I went up at 12 o'clock but 
found them in the nest and not inclined to venture out when 
I examined them. 

July 24th. Nest No. I. When I went up this morning there were no 
signs of the young ; 35 days. 

Nest No. I I . Young still unable for flight. 
July 25th. Went up again. The old birds from both nests and young 

from No. I. cleared out as I approached, they are beginning 
to resent being disturbed so much (5 a.m. summer time). 

Young of No. I I . will not fly for some time yet. 
July 28th. Swifts again visited and only young of No. I I . in, all other 

birds on the wing ; the young were very restless when handled 
and crawled rapidly about, working their wings as in flight 
but made no at tempt at going out. 

Birds from No. I . never came back after this. 
July 30th. Young of No. I I . still in nest. 
August ist . Visited No. I I . nest again a t 5 a.m. As i t was very dull 

and pouring rain, the whole family were in but as I came near 
with the light I heard the old birds screaming and saw them 
scramble to the entrance and launch into the air. The 
young scuttled about again but made no at tempt to go out. 
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August 8th. Early astir this morning at 3.30 a.m., made my way 

along to nest No. I I . silently and in absolute darkness. When 
I got to the now familiar spot I flashed on an electric torch 
and found the Swift family, young and old, sitting side by 
side all in a row sound asleep. I counted them and touched 
them before they were aware of my presence. When the old 
birds wakened they seemed startled and blinded but went 
right to the hole and out into the almost darkness ; the moon 
was shining a t the time ; the young made no at tempt to 
follow, these birds have been longer than No. I. in flying. 

August n t h . When I went up this morning I heard a scuffling as I 
got near the nest but found they were all away. 

August 14th. Nothing to be seen of Swifts for two days. Looks as 
if they had left the district. 

WILLIAM SERLE. 

TAWNY OWL FEEDING YOUNG IN AUGUST. 
ON August 13th, 1923, near Dalston (Cumberland), I heard 
the familiar hooting of a Tawny Owl (Strix alitco sylvatica). 
A few seconds later, hearing a scuffling noise in the upper 
branches of a roadside tree, I looked up and beheld a young 
Owl being fed by an adult. The young Owl was on a branch, 
but the adult was keeping a stationary position in the air 
by rapid beating of its wings, and the latter occasionally 
striking the branch produced the scuffling noise. Just before 
I reached the tree the adult left and flew past me, and I 
identified it as a Tawny Owl. The young Owl, which was 
fledged, remained on the same branch (which was about 25 
feet from the ground) uttering at intervals " Keewick, 
keewick." 

Later in the day, revisiting the same tree, the young Owl 
was found on a branch about 15 feet from the ground. I 
closely examined the bird's plumage, both upper and lower, 
and it was certainly a young Tawny Owl. R. H. BROWN. 

LITTLE GREBE AND COOT LAYING IN SAME NEST. 
ON April 19th, 1923, whilst strolling round a pond close to 
my house at Westbourne, Sussex, I found a nest of a Little 
Grebe (Podiceps ruficollis). The nest contained four partly 
incubated Little Grebe's eggs, and one egg of a Coot (Fulica 
atra). The latter was addled. 

Has this combination been recorded before ? 
CECIL SMEED. 

[Coots' eggs have frequently been recorded from the same 
nest as Moorhens, and also with both Great Crested Grebe and 
Red-necked Grebe, but I have no record of the eggs having 
been found in a Little Grebe's nest.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 
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EARLY LAYING AND INCUBATION PERIOD OF 
STONE-CURLEW. 

WITH reference to Major C. Smeed's note on the probable 
double broodedness of the Stone-Curlew (Burhinus ce. wdic-
nemus) (antea p. 65), I should like to mention that May 5th 
is a remarkably early date for eggs to be hatching (that is if 
the editorial note is correct in giving 26-27 days as the in
cubation period) and perhaps lends additional support. I 
have never known or heard of earlier eggs than those found 
near Blandford, Dorsetshire, on April n t h or 12th (1915). 

As regards the incubation period, many years ago I timed 
a second laying and, although I only made a mental note, I 
am strongly under the impression that the length of time was 
23-24 days. W. J. ASHFORD. 

[May 5th is certainly an early date for a clutch of Stone-
Curlew's eggs to be hatching but a writer in the Field (May 17th, 
1902) records two eggs " almost hatching " on May 5th, 1902. 
With regard to the incubation period, the statement in the 
Practical Handbook (26-27 days) rests on the authority of 
Messrs. E. W. Wade & E. G. B. Meade-Waldo, confirmed by 
Herr Loos and to some extent by Mr. W. Farren (who estimates 
it at about 28 days). Naumann's estimate of 16-17 days is 
obviously wrong, but F. M. Ogilvie suggested 24-25 days as 
the probable duration.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

ON THE FEEDING HABITS OF THE RUFF. 
As the habits of the Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) are so strange 
and instructive, I venture to put on record a few observa
tions. Naturalists have usually limited themselves to the 
investigation of these birds on the fighting " hills," while 
my observations were made on the feeding grounds. I would 
hope, therefore, that my meagre notes may not be entirely 
worthless. I believe that every shred of evidence with regard 
to the Ruff may have value, as the bird furnishes one of those 
instances, rather rare in Nature, of a psychic abnormality 
or exaggerated instinctive tendency. In the domain of 
human psychology the study of the abnormal has opened 
the way to the comprehension of the normal functioning 
of the mind, and it may be that in the important allied study 
of animal behaviour the investigation of the Ruff's habits 
may help to elucidate the fundamental problem of the nature 
of instinct. 

During several days of the second week of June I spent a 
considerable time in a hiding tent pitched beside a shallow 
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pool on the Waalenburg Polder, Texel Island. Redshanks, 
Ruffs and Reeves, Kentish Plover and Avocets were the birds 
which usually came to feed. The fighting " hills " or " hill " 
(the birds fought at three different places near enough 
together to be considered as one " hill ") was situated about 
150 yards away and there was a Reeve's nest with four eggs 
some 80 yards off. 

I very soon proved the statement of some ornithological 
works, that the Ruff does not feed by clay, to be inexact. 
Both Ruffs and Reeves came to the pool throughout the day, 
feeding in a more leisurely manner than the bustling Red
shanks which were common visitors. Far from cordial 
relations seemed to exist between these two species, and I 
watched a Redshank chase a Reeve right away. Ruffs are 
generally reputed to be the most silent of the waders, but on 
several occasions I heard them make a rough croaking noise, 
by no means powerful, which I took to be a sign of resentment 
or anger. 

Occasionally there were several Ruffs at the pool at the 
same time and I was then interested to note that the com
bative tendency is not confined to the operations at the " hill." 
I watched and photographed one handsome bird viciously 
chase another across the pool, the birds running swiftly 
through the shallow water. 

Although hidden within a few feet of the Ruffs I found it 
impossible to note exactly on what the birds were feeding. 
They did not appear to have any special meal hours, birds 
resorting to the pool, morning and afternoon alike. 

EDWARD A. ARMSTRONG. 

RECOVERY OF MARKED BIRDS.—Correction—(antea, p. 78). 
SONG-THRUSH, G.243, was recovered at the same place in 
June, 1914, two months after ringing, and not in June, 1923, 
as stated. The report of the bird's recovery was not received 
until 1923. 

PASSING OF THE TERN COLONY AT MALAHIDE, CO. DUBLIN. 
—With reference to the Malahide (co. Dublin) Tern colony 
(antea, Vol. XVI., pp. 168-170), Col. H. A. F. Magrath writes 
that the Terns did not breed in Malahide in 1923 ; flocks are 
said to have been seen flying over the old breeding ground 
in the beginning of the summer, but they failed to stay, and 
soon disappeared. 
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