
LETM5 
T H E COLOUR OF T H E IRIS IN T H E JAY. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In connection with Dr. Riviere's and Mr. Witherby's notes 
on the colour of the iris in the juvenile Jay (antea, p. 82) it is, I think, 
worth mentioning tha t the adult also has an inner ring of brown close 
to the pupil, surrounded by a broader ring of bluish- or greyish-white. 
In an adult c? shot in late April the inner ring is almost maroon in colour, 
and the blue area is flecked with pinkish-brown. I have noticed the 
brown ring and flecks in other adults, chiefly winter specimens, but 
the colour is not usually so bright as in this <J. 

MARJORY GARNETT. 

DALEGARTH, WINDERMERE, 3rd September, 1923, 

FOLKLORE OF THE LADY HEN OR SKYLARK IN SHETLAND. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—While in Shetland I learned from Mr. Laurence Williamson 
of Mid Yell, who is well versed in the folklore of Yell, tha t the nest of 
the Skylark (Alaitda a. arvensis) is looked upon as being sacred, and 
in this association he supplied me with the following traditional lines, 
a deterrent curse to the violation of the sanctity of the nest. 

" My malediction stick to dee 
As the tar sticks to the tree 
And spread ower dee 
As but ter spreads ower bread." 

Another inhabitant of Mid Yell, eighty years of age, confirmed this 
and related how her grandfather warned her never to touch the nest of 
the " Lady hen " for as it mounted it sang the praises of heaven. 

This may be worthy of being recorded as no mention is made of it 
in Swainson's Provincial Names and Folklore of British Birds, but the 
author's suggested origin of the Skylark's Shetland name of Lady hen, 
i.e., Our Lady's Hen, is of a confirmatory nature. 

Apparently this Skylark folklore is not general throughout Shetland 
for on the south of the mainland it appears to be unknown, 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 
September Jth, 1923-

D I P P E R NESTING IN WILTSHIRE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to Dr. N. H. Joy's note, page 86, on the 
nesting of the Dipper (C, c. britannicus) in Wiltshire, it may be of 
interest to know tha t this species appears to have been established in 
the Nadder Valley for at least the past thirteen years. 

Records of nests found by me near Salisbury were published in 
Vol. XIII . , page 314. D. W. MUSSELWHITE. 

WANDSWORTH COMMON, September 17th, 1923. 
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NESTING OF THE WHIMBREL AND CURLEW IN SHETLAND. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS ,—I am much interested in the account of the breeding of the 
Whimbrel (Numenius phmopus) in Shetland (antea, p . 70). I have 
some knowledge of Shetland, having visited it annually in the summer 
months for twenty years, with the exception of 1915-1918. 

I concur in all your correspondent writes, but he omits what is most 
striking to me. viz., the great increase in the Common Curlew (Ar. a, 
arquata), especially in the last few years. When I first knew Shetland 
I was struck with the scarcity of the Curlew on what appeared most 
suitable ground. The Whimbrel then was a little, not much, commoner 
than at present, and was then, as now, very local, and I did not hear of 
its having been much commoner. Possibly the increase of the Curlew 
may have something to do with the present scarcity of the Whimbrel 
as well as the great increase in both species of Skua. I may add that 
in one area where there are very few Skuas, the Whimbrel have gone, 
and their place is taken by Curlews. 

E. G. B. MEADE-WALDO. 
STONEWALL PARK, K E N T , Sept. 6th, 1923. 

SHOULD T H E " LARGER GULLS *' BE PROTECTED ? 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

S I R S , — I t is curious to notice the divergence of opinion by ornitholo
gists of the usefulness or otherwise of some of our birds. 

A case in point is well illustrated by two observations in the August 
number of British Birds. 

The one by Mr. H. M. Wallis advocating a very considerable reduction 
in the numbers of the Great Black-backed Gull in the Scilly Islands 
(p. 58), and the other an appeal by Mr. Stanley Lewis to ornithologists 
and the public not to molest the same bird on the island. Steep Holm 
(p. 67), not so very many miles away from Scilly. I can assure Mr. 
Lewis that if a colony of Great Black-backed Gulls once gets estab
lished on Steep Holm, it will be to the detriment of the other feathered 
denizens of the island. 

We have seen what the great colony of Herring and Lesser Black-
backed Gulls has done to the Guillemots and Puffins on Puffin Island, 
in Anglesey. 

The bird colonies on our southern coasts are not very large "or 
numerous, and if the larger Gulls are to be encouraged and protected 
as suggested by Mr. Lewis, these colonies will certainly become smaller 
by the destruction of the weaker and more defenceless birds by these 
murderers and thieves. H E R B E R T MASSEY. 

BlIRNAGE, DlDSBORY, August 22Md, 1923, 
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