
TOTES 
VARIATION IN BREEDING-SEASON OF WHEATEAR. 
THE remarkably mild winter and early spring seems to have 
had a great influence on the nesting operations of the 
Wheatear {(E. ce. cenanthe) in 1923 on the south coast ; 
for the first thirteen nests found at Seatord, Sussex, the average 
date of a full clutch of fresh eggs was April 28th—the earliest 
being April 24th, and the latest May 7th. Only one other 
nest was found and that had a full clutch on May 15th. 

For the first eleven nests in 1922 the average date of a full 
clutch was May 12th—the earliest being May 4th and the 
latest May 19th ; these dates are two or three days later 
than in 1921, but I have not the exact figures by me. It is 
interesting to note that, in spite of the cold weather which 
came on after May 6th, all the 1923 Wheatears were successful 
in their nests with the exception of one pair, and these had 
built so close to the entrance of the hole that the eggs could 
be seen quite easily in the nest. J. F. THOMAS. 

SHAG INLAND IN CHESHIRE. 
ON August 30th, 1923, the day following a violent gale in the 
Irish Sea, and again on September 1st, I saw a Shag (Phala-
crorax a. aristotelis) on Witton Flashes, Northwich. At first 
it was evidently exhausted and allowed me to approach 
within a few yards as it rested among some cinders at the 
water's edge. It was a young bird with yellowish iris and 
plumage mainly brown with a green gloss on the back and 
wings. The Shag has seldom been recorded inland in Cheshire. 

A. W. BOYD. 

BIRDS AT STAINES RESERVOIR, MIDDLESEX. 
T H E following records were obtained during a visit to the 
reservoir at Staines, Middlesex, on September 9th, 1923. Five 
Black Terns {Cklidonias niger) were watched for an hour 
sweeping across the water, apparently they arrived during my 
stay for I did not see them at first. Although they dived 
repeatedly they never broke the surface of the water, which 
being like a mirror assisted this observation. 

The Whimbrel (Numenius phceopus) and the Ringed 
Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) were also identified. Neither 
were seen, but in each case the note was heard clearly and 
unmistakably. 
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A single Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps n. nigricollis) was 
seen. The identification of this species was based on the up
turned bill which was seen plainly. 

I have previously recorded (Vol. XV., p. 90) the large 
numbers of Great Crested Grebes (P. c. cristatus) which 
frequent this reservoir after the nesting season. On this 
occasion I counted no fewer than 205 birds, the calmness of 
the water rendering an individual count easy. I have visited 
this reservoir occasionally for over ten years and have noticed 
that by far the greater part of the large congregations, which 
may be seen at certain periods, frequent the southern part of 
the reservoir, which, I must explain, is centrally divided by a 
bank running east to west. There is probably some control
ling factor but it is difficult to make a suggestion. 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

UNUSUAL NESTING-SITE OF R E D S H A N K IN 
CUMBERLAND. 

T H E Rev. J. R. Hale's note (antea, p . 88) on a curious nesting 
site of a Redshank (Tringa t. totanus) in Kent, reminds me of 
an unusual nesting-site which a pair of these birds selected 
in Cumberland, as recorded in my note-book for 1917. From 
late March onwards I observed a pair of Redshanks frequenting 
the banks of the River Eden where a lane joins this portion 
of the riverside with the main Carlisle-Brampton road. On 
April 24th I was walking down this lane when a Redshank 
flew out from the bankside uttering its well-known cry. On 
going to the place whence the bird had flown I found the 
nest with four eggs. The nest was on the top of the bank, 
underneath the hedge, and was a depression in the soil lined 
with a few bents but not enclosed by any tuft of grass. After 
the bird had been sifting a fortnight the eggs were taken and 
the Redshanks left the locality. As there are rough pasture 
fields (one quite marshy in character) on either side of this 
lane it is rather puzzling why these birds should have selected 
their nesting-site on a bank top instead of in a tussock of 
grass in one of the pasture fields. R. H. B R O W N . 

G R E E N AND WOOD-SANDPIPERS, SPOTTED 
REDSHANK AND G R E E N S H A N K IN C H E S H I R E . 

T H E following notes relate to a Sewage Farm in Cheshire 
which appears to be a very favourite resort of the Green Sand
piper (Tringa ochrofius). I have notes of them for every 
month of the year excepting May, and as one was present 
right up to the end of April, 1922, I hoped there might be a 
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nest in the neighbourhood. In the spring of 1922 I had 
planted a number of old Thrushes' nests in suitable trees and 
bushes around the farm in the hope of providing them with 
accommodation. This year I never saw one between March 
24th and July 14th, after which date they increased from 
two to five by the end of the month. August was a record 
month for them, numbers increasing to the 15th, when no 
less than ten were counted standing round the edge of one 
of the beds. Their numbers decreased at the end of the 
month to two, but on September 10th there were six present, 
after which date I did not see more than two on any one 
day. Excepting for the months of May and June it is really 
quite unusual to go round without seeing at least one bird 
of this species. I have never seen it perch anywhere but 
on the ground. 

One Greenshank (T, nebularia) was present on August 
26th, and one, probably the same bird, was seen on August 
31st. This bird sometimes gave a double and sometimes a 
triple-note call. 

A bird which I feel sure was a Spotted Redshank (T. 
erythropus) was present on August 21st. Unfortunately, 
not being familiar with the species, I did not look for the 
most obvious distinction from the Common Redshank (7'. 
totanus), i.e., the absence of white secondaries. The points 
of difference I did notice were the longer red legs, longer 
bill slightly" uptilted, and the call-note when it rose. This 
was a short double note sounding to me like " Tu-it." 

A Wood-Sandpiper (T. glareola) was present feeding with a 
Green Sandpiper on October 13th and the different charac
teristics were easily seen, I should say it was a bird of the 
year as the back spots were large. The bird gave a sharp 
triple call which I should describe as "wee-wee-wee"—none 
of the " t " sound that the Green Sandpiper has in its call. 

R. M. GARNETT. 

MR. R. M. GARNETT informed me of the Spotted Redshank 
seen by him at the Sewage Farm mentioned in his note 
above, and this made me keep a look-out for it. On 
October 7th, 1923, I saw at the same Farm a bird of the year 
of this species. Fortunately it was very tame, and allowed 
me on several occasions to come within fifteen yards of it. 
The back and wings were dark brown, and I could clearly 
distinguish the white triangular spots thereon. The legs 
were pale orange-red, the bill black, perhaps owing to the 
fact that it was perpetually dibbling in the sewage sludge. 
There was a grey line through the eye, and a white superciliary 
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stripe ; the iris was dark. The breast was white, with pale 
brownish-grey striations on its upper portion and sides. 
The belly was white, and the head streaked with dark grey 
on the top, and lighter grey on the cheeks. When I put the 
bird up, I saw that the secondaries were dark; there 
was no white wing-bar, as in the Common Redshank. The 
rump and upper tail-coverts were whitish, suffused with 
grey. I saw the bird at the same place on October 9th, 
1923, and, on this occasion, heard the call-note twice. It 
certainly was not that of the Common Redshank. I should 
describe it as " weet-a-cheet, weet-a-cheet " the first time, 
and as " cheeta-weeta, chee-cheet, chee-cheet " the second 
time. Subsequently I examined the skins in the Dresser 
Collection at the Manchester Museum, and found there an 
immature specimen of Tringa erythropus which corresponds 
in all respects with the bird I saw. Apparently this is only 
the second recorded occurrence of this species in Cheshire, 
the other being a bird shot on the Dee Marsh near Burton 
in 1864. See Coward, The Vertebrate Fauna of Cheshire 
(1910), Vol. I., p. 411. 

I saw a Greenshank at the same Farm on August 26th 
and September 2nd, 1923. Probably this is the same bird 
seen by Mr. Garnett on August 26th and 31st. 

I also saw a Wood-Sandpiper at the same Farm on October 
13th, 1923 ; doubtless this was the bird reported by Mr. 
Garnett. It was in company with a Green Sandpiper, and 
both while feeding and on the wing, seemed a smaller and 
slighter bird, with a lighter mantle ; its breast was faintly 
striated with greyish-brown. I should say it was an 
immature specimen. The legs looked light brown in sunlight 
and greenish in shadow. I did not hear its call. 

As to the Green Sandpipers reported by Mr. Garnett, my 
visits to the Farm have been less frequent than his, but I 
have notes of them in September and November 1922, and in 
January, March, August, September and October, 1923. 
On the 22nd September, 1923, I saw three, but since then 
have not seen more than one on one day. E. W. HENDY. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF CURLEW'S EGGS. 
IN June 1923 a nest of a Curlew (Numenius a. arquata) con
taining a clutch of five eggs, was found on a remote part of 
Lambrigg Moor, near Grayrigg, Westmorland. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 
[I have notes of eight other occasions on which five eggs 

have been found in the nest of this species.—F.C.R.J.] 
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SANDWICH TERN IN SOMERSET. 
ON September 26th, 1923, I saw a Sandwich Tern (Sterna 
sandvicensis) on the shore in Porlock Bay. Terns are rarely 
seen on the Somerset coast, the opaque waters apparently 
not suiting their fishing habits, and there appears to be only 
one established record, previous to this one, of the occurrence 
of the Sandwich Tern in Somerset. 

F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

MOORHEN CARRYING YOUNG. 
MR. SHENTON, of Tean, informs me that one day last 
month (September 1923) when driving to Alton he saw a 
Moorhen (Gallinula ch. chloropus) pick up a young one in 
its beak and fly over the hedge with it. The parent bird, 
when he first saw it, showed great agitation, tumbling about 
the road and then ran to the grass at the side, where the 
young one was picked up. Mr. Shenton knows the Moorhen 
well, and is quite certain as to the identification of the species. 
I have never known this to have occurred before, but no 
doubt the young bird, which was a very small one (a late 
hatch), being at a distance from the pond, caused this incident 
to occur. JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD. 

THE HEBRIDEAN RED GROUSE. 
MR. WITHERBY'S instructive article (antea, p. 107) on the 
Red Grouse (Lagopus s. hibernicus) of Ireland and the Outer 
Hebrides puts me in mind of three interesting peculiarities of 
the Outer Hebridean- Grouse. (1) It nests almost three 
weeks later than its relatives of the mainland. (2) It lies 
much closer on the ground and when disturbed seems never 
to fly any distance. (3) The cock is less vociferous than the 
old cock Grouse of the mainland. SETON GORDON. 
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