
iLETTOS 
A HABIT OF T H E LESSER REDPOLL. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The observation made by Messrs. Ingram and Salmon (antea, 
p. 94) on the Lesser Redpoll (Carduelis I. cabaret) removing the materials 
of its nest to another site, tends to confirm what I consider to be an 
occasional habit of this species. I remarked on this habit in the 
Zoologist (1903, p . 26) and gave instances which came under my obser
vation at Oxford in 1898 but no subsequent correspondents were able 
to confirm my theory. I t would be interesting to know whether any 
other observers during the last quarter of a century have noticed this 
" habit," or are we to conclude that it is quite exceptional ? Has the 
habit been noticed in other species ? F . L. BLATHWAYT. 

CUCKOO LAYING TWICE IN T H E SAME NEST. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Mr. Edgar Chance records (antea, p . 98) two instances of two 
Cuckoo's eggs having been found in one nest—one, that of a Meadow-
Pipit containing three eggs of a Cuckoo, two of which ' 'are unq uestionably 
the product of one female " and two of the dupe, the other found in the 
nest of a Reed-Warbler and both eggs " emanated from the same female." 
These two cases corroborate the views I expressed in the Naturalist 
for May and July, 1918, that , at least occasionally, a Cuckoo will lay 
two eggs in the nest of its dupe, but this was contested a t the time. 

E. P. BUTTERFIELD. 

SHOULD T H E LARGER GULLS BE PROTECTED ? 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,.—In reply to Mr. Herbert Massey's letter (antea, p . 116), I 
wish to point out that I simply ask for the Great Black-backed Gull 
to get a sporting chance to re-establish itself on Steep Holm, from 
which it has been absent for probably a century. I think I voice 
the sentiments of all Somerset ornithologists when I say that we are 
proud to have this species once again on our list of breeding birds. 

We shall extend to them " intelligent protection " which means tha t 
we shall not allow them to increase to such an extent as to cause any 
serious harm to the other breeding birds, and had this been put in 
force in the Scilly group a few years back, Mr. Wallis's description of 
the condition of Annet Island would probably never have been written. 

Mr. Massey is in error when he states tha t I appeal to the public not 
to molest the birds ; I ask for non-extermination, my words are :—• 
" Trippers do the real damage, they take every egg out of sheer ignor
ance and wantonness." This I maintain, and offer as an illustration 
the condition of things prevailing at our other island bird resort where 
approximately forty pairs of Ringed Plovers and fifteen pairs of 
Oyster-catchers, besides Lapwings, lay their eggs again and again but 
do not hatch, as trippers take them all. 

Not twelve chicks all told had hatched out a t the end of July this year. 
There are no Gulls on this Island. STANLEY L E W I S . 

CHEDDAR, October 3rd, 1923. 
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