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SURREY FIELD-NOTES. 
BY 

PERCY F. BUNYARD F.Z.S., M.B.O.U., M.B.O.A. 

IN the following short paper I have endeavoured as far as 
possible to bring up to date my notes which appeared in 
British Birds, Vol. XIII., pp. 226-231. I have not mentioned 
the actual localities because, although very little information 
in this respect was given in the above mentioned paper, much 
to my regret there was sufficient indication to enable un
scrupulous collectors to raid many of my old and religiously 
guarded Surrey haunts. 

CARRION-CROW (Corvus c. corone).—These birds increased 
considerably in the county during the war while the keepers 
had " joined up," but they are now being shot and poisoned 
in the interest of game preservation and there has been a 
marked decrease. In consequence the Hobby is also on the 
decrease, as there are few nests left for them to use. 

HAWFINCH (Coccothraustes c. coccothraustes).—A deserted 
nest and four eggs were found in a small white-thorn tree on 
May 26th, 1923. The nest was easily reached from the 
ground. 

CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra) .—See note under Green 
Woodpecker. 

BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla).—There was a large 
flock on the Croydon sewage farm on April 5th, 1920. 

WOOD-LARK (Luttula arborea).—In my previous notes on 
this species, I suggested that its presence as a breeding bird 
was comparatively new, and possibly temporary. It is 
satisfactory to record a considerable increase, in fact nearly 
every favourable spot is now tenanted by one or more pairs, 
which usually keep strictly to their territory and may be 
easily located by those who have had any experience of the 
birds. 

Since 1919 a considerable number of nests have been found 
by my friends and myself, those which I personally inspected 
in situ, varied considerably in the actual nesting site, and the 
following details may be of interest :— 

April 10th, 1920 : four eggs, incubation advanced, nest in 
the side of an old furrow, slightly concealed by small tuft of 
grass, sandy soil. 

April n t h , 1920 : nest placed under the dead branch of a 
stunted gorse bush with four young two or three days old. 
The mouth-coloration of the young was orange-yellow, 
margined with lemon-yellow; two tiny round brownish-black 
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spots on the base of the tongue placed transversely, and two 
on the inside of the lower mandible. 

March 27th, 1921 : nest with four fresh eggs ; in a small 
clump of heather, in the usual deep " scratch-out." 

April 3rd, 1921 : nest with four incubated eggs in a small 
tuft of fine grass, " scrape-out " 3 in. deep. 

April 4th, 1921: nest with three eggs, in a large clump of 
heather 2-3 in. high, the eggs were apparently frosted. 

April 23rd, 1922 : nest with three fresh eggs; this was 
originally located by watching the birds building, during 
which they never lett the ground, simply using materials 
which they found close at hand. 

April 23rd, 1922 : four fresh eggs, brought to me by a 
youth who found the nest close to a cart-track. 

April 14th, 1922 : nest with four fresh eggs. This was 
placed against the stem of a small seedling Scots pine, about 
15 in. high. 

April 14th, 1923 : nest with three incubated eggs. This 
nest was placed right in the centre of a small stunted clump 
of Berberis in full flower, on private ground. 

April 21st, 1923: young birds almost fully fledged. They 
crouched in Stone-Curlew fashion, and harmonized beauti
fully with the surroundings, which made them difficult to 
locate. 

In June small flocks of 10-15 birds were put up from many 
parts of the common, all being young birds of the year, and 
family parties were frequently seen. 

Once the birds are located the nest is not difficult to find. 
Apparently the female is called off by the male, or leaves to 
feed, frequently, and the two fly away together. After an 
interval of about twenty minutes, the male brings the female 
back, and she drops to the ground and goes straight on to the 
nest, while the male continues his flight and usually settles 
on a Scots pine and commences to sing. 

On a warm evening I have heard the male singing after 
9 p.m. (summer time). 

GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla c, cinerea).—No apparent 
increase, established pairs holding their own. A nest in 1923 
was taken by boys from the side of a bridge. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius c. collurio).—In 1920 and 
1921 they were plentiful, but in 1923, owing to the cold early 
spring, they did not remain to breed in any numbers in their 
usual haunts. After having apparently settled down, they 
suddenly disappeared as did many other migratory species. 
On June n t h , 1922, I saw a male bird with white feathers 
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in his beak, this being the first intimation I had had that the 
male takes part in building. The nest was located, and many 
feathers were used in its foundation. 

DARTFORD WARBLER (Sylvia u. dartfordiensis),-—I have 
heard that this species has re-established itself in some of its 
old haunts, but the same cannot be said as far as Surrey is 
concerned. A pair or two were seen in the early spring of 
1923 in their oldest and greatest stronghold, but were not 
again observed and did not stay to breed. 

On April 29th, 1922, while watching Stonechats in another 
locality, I heard a bird scolding loudly, and looking round I 
saw a Dartford Warbler perched on the top of a gorse bush, 
the first I had seen in the county since 1916. The following 
day Mr. Clifford Borrer and I found the birds building, and 
located the nest in some ling. It was almost completed and 
on May 6th was quite finished but contained no eggs. I 
concluded that the nest had been deserted, but on inspecting 
it again on May 13th I found the bird sitting on four eggs. 
Thus the nest had been completed nearly two weeks before 
the bird laid, which in my experience is a most unusual 
occurrence. The weather had been cold with many frosts. 
On the same day I found another nest by watching from mid
day to 5.30 p.m. It contained four fresh eggs, and was also 
in ling, about two feet from the ground. 

It is curious that Dartford Warblers should have reappeared 
on this small Surrey common while the main haunts apparently 
remain untenanted. Unfortunately large tracts of their 
favourite haunts have been destroyed by fires, including the 
sites on which the above nests were located, and consequently 
the birds were not there in 1923. 

GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER (Locustella n. ncevia).—Owing to 
frequent fires these birds have been completely driven from 
many of our Surrey commons. 

On May 17th, 1921, I discovered a nest with five eggs, and 
replaced them with five Willow-Wren's. Revisiting the nest 
on May 21st, I found the bird had turned out the Willow-
Warbler's eggs, laid her sixth egg, and deserted. I had an 
exactly similar experience in 1916, in this case, however, 
Whitethroat's eggs were used. It is remarkable that a 
Grasshopper-Warbler should be able to turn eggs out of such 
a deep nest. Are the feet or the mandibles used ? 

WOOD-WARBLER (Phylloscopus sibilatrix).—A marked 
increase. In 1922 I spent with my friend C. F. Stedman a 
considerable time studying the habits of this interesting 
species, which may nearly always be found in certain parts 
of the county where the beech is common. Between May 
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26th and 31st, we located a number of nests by watching 
the female back. The male will frequently drive her back 
to the nest, and except on rare occasions generally sings 
fairly near, once the female has begun to sit. It is sometimes 
difficult to flush the female, and almost hopeless to locate 
the nest until this is done. _ The time she takes before 
returning depends on the state of incubation. The alarm 
note is incessantly repeated as she works her way back, 
and finally working down a branch which generally overhangs 
the nest. The male will sometimes visit the very tree under 
which the female is sitting, but on several occasions I have 
found him absent from the vicinity of the nesting-site, or 
at all events silent. 

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus c. collybita).—Much less plentiful 
than the former species, my experience is that it is never 
common in the county. A pair (? the same) may be found 
in almost the exactly same spots year after year. 

MISTLE-THRUSH (Turdus v. viscivorus).—There has been 
an apparent increase, but they are yet far from common, 
and certainly not up to their 1916 status. In June they 
appear in large flocks, obviously attracted by the ripe bil
berries which abound in the districts, "hur t s , " as they are 
called in Surrey. 

REDBREAST (Erithacus r. rubecula).—On March 26th, 1922, 
Mr. Borrer and I witnessed a very interesting display by a 
male which was sitting on a faggot in front of a female. Its 
feathers were puffed out and i t moved its head slowly from 
side to side for some time, until finally both birds flew up 
and chased each other. On June 10th, 1923, we again 
witnessed a display, and on this occasion the male was sitting 
fiat on a path leading across a field, the head was thrown well 
back, with the feathers puffed out showing conspicuously a 
mass of red, and the wings widely outstretched. The female was 
flying round. At first sight we thought the bird was injured, 
but as we approached to investigate he got up, and flew off. 

NIGHTINGALE (Luscinia m. megarhyncha).—Very plentiful 
in 1923. 

STONECHAT (Saxicola r. torquatus) .—A steady but notice
able recovery since 1919. 

HEDGE-SPARROW {Prunella m. occidentalis).—I saw only one 
nest in 1923. They still remain a long way from their 1916 
status. 

SWALLOW (Himndo.r. rustica).—Continued decrease. On 
April 9th, 1920, I saw the first Swallow, and on May 1st I 
found a nest in an outhouse with five eggs, this being my 
earliest date for eggs, and probably constitutes a record 
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GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus v. virescens).—For some years 
I have been much puzzled by the abundance of fir cones 
which had every appearance of having been worked by Cross
bills, and yet we neither saw nor heard the birds in the district. 
These cones were nearly always lying close to the trunk of the 
Scots pine, and on closer examination I discovered cones 
firmly fixed in clefts of the bark, some of which were natural, 
while others had been obviously enlarged for the reception 
of the cones. 

On April 14th, 1922, while watching a pair of Wood-Larks, 
I saw a Green Woodpecker fly to the base of a Scots pine with 
a cone in its beak, and with the aid of powerful prismatic 
glasses, I distinctly saw it place the cone in position, i.e., in 
an enlarged cleft in the bark, and immediately commence to 
attack it. As soon as the bird had flown away I inspected 
the cone, which still remained firmly fixed in the cleft, and 
found the work identical with that of the Crossbill, in fact on 
comparison it was impossible to distinguish between the two. 
I thus discovered a hitherto unrecorded, and probably quite 
a new habit of the Green Woodpecker, and at the same time 
cleared up a point which had for some time been a mystery. 
The note on the Crossbill in my previous Surrey field-notes 
(antea, Vol. XIII., p. 226) must in consequence be withdrawn. 

The Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. anglicus) is 
also in the district but is not so common as the Green Wood
pecker, and I have no evidence that this new habit has been 
adopted by the former species. 

I am firmly of the opinion that the habit is comparatively 
a new one, and has probably been brought about by the 
scarcity of insects during droughts. Maj. Smeed and Lieut. 
Dyson, together with myself, inspected several of the feeding 
places, two of which I discovered were decaying wire-fence 
posts, and the clefts had obviously been made by the birds ; 
the ground underneath was strewn with cones which had been 
attacked. 

WRYNECK (Jynx t. torquilla).—-A comparatively-rare bird 
in the county. I located a pair in 1923, breeding in a decayed 
birch stump. 

CUCKOO (Cuculus c. canorus) .—On June 6th, 1923, while 
crossing the common with the keeper, I heard the alarm note 
of a female Wood-Warbler in a copse composed of beech, 
birch and small oaks. As the keeper had never seen a nest, 
I suggested we should watch the birds. They were very wild, 
and the female refused to go back, though she alighted several 
times on a small oak branch which proved to be just over the 
nest. The nest, much to my surprise, contained a Cuckoo's 
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egg, with three of the Wood-Warbler's, and the birds had 
evidently been much disturbed by the visit of the Cuckoo. 
Bucknill includes it in his list of fosterers (Birds of Surrey, 
p. 167). Weight of Cuckoo's egg 210 mg. 

On June 6th, 1923, Maj. Smeed in company with Lieut. 
Dyson were fortunate in finding a Cuckoo's egg with four of 
those of the Wood-Lark (Alauda arborea). The nest was 
placed in a tuft of fine grass. The foster parent's eggs are 
typical, and the Cuckoo's is a fine egg with greenish-grey 
ground, with conspicuous superimposed markings of brownish-
black, its weight being 231 mg. This is I believe a new 
British record.* 

On June 14th, 1923, a boy who was staying with the keeper 
found a Cuckoo's egg in the nest of a Wren [Troglodytes t. 
troglodytes). The boy had destroyed the eggs of the fosterer, 
and blown the Cuckoo's with a hole at each end. On June 22nd, 
the same Cuckoo deposited a second egg, in the second nest 
of the same pair of Wrens, which unfortunately met with 
exactly the same fate. I have only once during my forty-
three years' field-work found the Wren used as a fosterer, and 
in this case the nest was deserted and no Wren's eggs were 
in the nest. The weight of the two Cuckoo's eggs was 241 mg. 
and 221 mg. 

I plead guilty (as I fear most field-naturalists must) to 
having paid very little attention until this year {1923) to the 
position and condition of the nests in which Cuckoo's eggs 
have been found. 

Owing to recent controversy I made up my mind that in 
future the fullest particulars should be carefully noted down 
at the time, and the above mentioned nest of the Wood-
Warbler, and also those of the Wrens were carefully examined 
in situ. The entrance hole of the former measured 1 in. at 
its broadest, and those of the latter (in spite of the fact that 
they had been disturbed by the boy in extracting the eggs) 
i j in. The Wood-Warbler's nest was situated in heather 
(not ling) flattened down, as is its characteristic when growing 
under treas. The hole was below the level of the heather and 
the nest was well tucked into a kind of pocket in it, and 
touched the ground, thus making it impossible for the Cuckoo 
to have placed herself in such a position as to lay the egg 
into the nest. The Cuckoo's egg was at the back of the nest 
behind those of the fosterer, none of which was fractured, 

* This fosterer has been previously recorded by the late Frederick 
Bond and also by J. W. Clutterbuck, but with very scanty details and 
i t is satisfactory to get the well authenticated instance quoted above. 

F.C.R.J.. 
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which might well have been the case had the egg been dropped 
into the nest instead of having been carefully deposited by the 
beak. As regards the Wren's nests they were completely 
encircled by brambles, and I calculated that in neither case 
could the Cuckoo have placed the cloaca nearer than two to 
three inches from the nest, which precludes any possibility 
of the eggs having been deposited in any other way than by 
the beak, while the size of the entrance holes made it physi
cally impossible for the Cuckoos to have gone on to the nests 
to lay. The above Cuckoos' eggs were exhibited at the 
October Meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club (see 
Bulletin No. CCLXXL, p. 20). 

On May 13th, 1923, I found two eggs of a Cuckoo, obviously 
from their peculiar shape and similarity in other respects, the 
produce of the same female, in a nest of a Hedge-Sparrow 
(P. m. occidentalis). There were two eggs belonging to the 
fosterers. The Cuckoo's eggs weighed exactly the same, viz., 
252 mg. each. It is unusual to find two eggs from the same 
Cuckoo in one nest; I have two other records, and Maj. Smeed 
has a fourth. 

May 29th, 1921, Cuckoo with four eggs of Red-backed 
Shrike ; on June 5th I found the second nest of this pair of 
Shrikes, with two eggs and one of the same Cuckoo. Both nests 
were in white-thorn bushes, close to where I had previously 
found a Cuckoo using Shrikes' nest? (antea, Vol. XIII., p. 115). 

SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio f. Jlammeus).—-I omitted in my 
previous notes to state that on March 26th, 1916, I saw a 
Short-eared Owl on one of our commons. It remained until 
April 15th, but I do not think it was a breeding bird. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER (Circus pygargus).—On April gth, 
1920, I had a close view of a male bird, putting it up twice. 
On the n t h this bird was again seen by Messrs. Borrer, 
Baynes and myself, and again by myself on May 1st and 
June 20 th. 

HEN-HARRIER [Circus cyaneus).—One was seen by the 
above mentioned observers and myself on March 26th, 1922. 
On May 13th, on another common, I saw a Harrier being 
chased by a Kestrel, but on this occasion was unable with 
any certainty to identify the species. On March 26th, 1922, 
I saw a male Hen-Harrier. 

PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus).—-A fine male was 
shot in March this year by a keeper. 

HOBBY (Falco s. subbuteo).—I have very little to add to 
my previous notes on this species. Since 1919 three further 
nests were located, and examined, all of which had belonged 
to Carrion-Crows, and were situated in Scots pines. 
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On June 18th, 1921, a clutch of four fresh eggs was found, 
three of them are of the reddish type, the fourth is a typical 
Hobby's. Owing to the fact that I had seen a Kestrel as 
well as the Hobby in the neighbourhood of the nest, which is 
a Hobby site, and also, to the fact that there were four eggs, 
three of which were not altogether typical, I rather hastily 
attributed them to the Kestrel. I had no further oppor
tunity to watch for the birds that day. When the eggs were 
shown to another collector he immediately suspected Hobby, 
and on a closer examination and a comparative study, I 
concluded that I had been deceived by the presence of the 
Kestrel, and that the eggs really belonged to the Hobby, and a 
further examination of the texture of the shells, together with 
the date and weights confirm the identification. Average 
weights four eggs 1.964 mg. Measurements, 38-2X32-4, 
38-4x33, 38x33, 39x33 mm. This is the second heaviest 
clutch of the Hobby I possess. 

Messrs. Chance and Meares, who have both had considerable 
experience with the Hobby, agree with my identification of 
the eggs. Mr. Chance has a very similar clutch. 

A fourth nest was located in the top of one of the largest 
Scots pines in the county, impossible to climb. One of the 
birds was screaming round the top of the tree while the keeper 
and I were underneath. 

TEAL {Anas c. crecca),—Continues to breed in fair numbers. 
STONE-CURLEW (Burhinus ce. cedicnemus).—On April 4th, 

1921, I put up a bird on the common. 
WOODCOCK (Scolopax rusticola) .—One seen on April 14th, 

'1923, numbers in 1920. 
REDSHANK (Tringa t. totanus).—On June 16th, 1923, I 

flushed a Redshank from a nest containing four newly-
hatched young, thus confirming my suspicions that they were 
breeding in 1918 and 1919. This is the second recorded 
instance of the Redshank breeding in the county. The date 
is very late for this species, probably a second attempt. 

CURLEW (Numenius arquata).—A few pairs still breeding. 
Four eggs taken by boys in 1921 were distributed in the 
village. 

GOLDEN PLOVER (Charadrius apricarius).—Small flock seen 
on March 25th, 1921, among young corn. 

The cold early spring of 1923 was responsible for many 
fatalities among nestlings, and many eggs were frosted, 
migrants arrived and settled down on their respective territory, 
and as suddenly disappeared. 
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