
HOTES 
PINE-CONES AND WOODPECKERS. 

MR. BUNYARD'S observations, given on another page of this 
issue, on a Green Woodpecker attacking pine-cones, par
ticularly interests me, as I saw a somewhat similar case last 
autumn (October 19th, 1923), in Spain. My wife and I were 
travelling in the provinces of Murcia, Granada and Almeria 
in south-east Spain, chiefly in search of birds, and in the 
pine-forests we were looking out particularly for Crossbills. 
At the foot of a mountain called La Sagra we found at the 
base of a few trees fresh cones with the scales slightly opened 
and having the peculiar frayed appearance which is 
immediately recognized as the work of Crossbills. On the 
trunk of one tree there were two cones jammed into the bark. 
As we could find no Crossbills I wondered then if Woodpeckers 
could have made the cones so exactly like those worked upon 
by Crossbills. The arrival of a Great Spotted Woodpecker 
(Dvyobates m. hispanus) in a neighbouring tree seemed to 
confirm this idea, but on taking the two cones out of the 
bark I found that they were frayed and opened all round 
and not merely on the part which was exposed when they 
were fixed in the bark, moreover the cones were all fresh 
and many were lying on the ground well away from the trunk. 
Subsequently we saw a Crossbill near this tree and I came to 
the conclusion that the Great Spotted Woodpecker (Green 
Woodpeckers were very scarce in this forest and there were 
no Nuthatches) had picked up from the ground some of 
the cones dropped by the Crossbills and had jammed them 
into the bark, to extract either insects taking refuge in the 
opened cones or a seed or two overlooked by the Crossbill. 

H . F . WlTHERBY. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN N. LANCASHIRE. 
ABOUT November 8th, 1923, a gamekeeper at Formby caught 
in a rabbit-trap an immature female Great Spotted Wood
pecker. It is now in my collection, and I have submitted it 
to Mr. H. F. Witherby, who states that it is of the British 
form (Dryobates m. anglicus) and has nearly completed its 
moult to first winter. I believe this is a very rare visitor to 
this part of Lancashire and, as far as I know, is a new record 
for Formby. THOS. L. S. DOOLY. 
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LARGE CLUTCH OF PEREGRINE FALCONS' EGGS. 
THE following, taken from a Report on Lundy made by certain 
Jurors appointed by the Crown (to whom the island then 
belonged) in 1274, is quoted by the late J. H. Gurney in his 
Early Annals of Ornithology, p. 60 :-— 

" There is also one eyrie of larmer falcons, which have sometimes 
three young ones, sometimes four, sometimes more, and sometimes 
less." 

From this it would appear that 650 years ago clutches of 
at least five eggs were accepted as something not very unusual. 

LEWIS R. W. LOYD. 
[Possibly the word " more " refers to the larger number (4) 

mentioned and " less " to the smaller number (3).—EDS.]. 

HEN-HARRIER IN LANCASHIRE. 
ON December 3rd, 1923, a Hen-Harrier (Circus cyaneus) with 
a broken wing was found in Altcar, north Lancashire. It 
was an adult female. THOMAS L. S. DOOLY. 

WILD-FOWL AT STAINES RESERVOIR. 
ON December 16th, 1923, I identified twelve species of water 
birds on the reservoir at Staines, Middlesex, viz.: Mallard 
(Anas platyrhyncha), Teal (A. crecca), Wigeon (.4. penelope), 
Shoveler (Spatula clypeata), Pochard (Nyroca Jerina), Tuited 
Duck (JV. fuligula), Golden-eye (Bucefhala clangula), Goos
ander (Mergus merganser), Smew (M. albellus), Black-headed 
Gull (Larus ridibundus), Great Crested Grebe (Podicefis 
cristatus) and Coot (Ftdica atra). At the outside there were 
not more than thirty Great Crested Grebes present, so it would 
appear that the large numbers of this species which may be 
seen there at the end of the summer are chiefly migrants. 

Mr. Holte Macpherson writes to inform me that he saw a 
Scaup (N. marila) on this reservoir on December 15th and on 
December 26th, in company with Mr. Rudge Harding, eleven 
Goosanders, two of which were old males. 

The large numbers of birds which frequent this reservoir 
render it an important ornithological feature of a county 
which seems to be somewhat neglected, and it would be a 
satisfactory result if the interesting records which are being 
obtained from this sheet of water were to stimulate someone 
to become successor to Mr. Harting. WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 

GOOSANDERS IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON December 8th, 1923, I saw four Goosanders (Mergus 
merganser), including one old drake, on one of the reservoirs 
at Staines. Records of Middlesex Goosanders are somewhat 
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scarce, though it will be recollected that a large flock was 
seen on these reservoirs in February, 1922 (B.B., XVI., 25). 

A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

SHAG IN OXFORDSHIRE. 
A SHAG (Phalacrocorax a. aristotelis) appeared at the end of 
August, 1923, on the Thames at Lower Shiplake, Oxfordshire. 
The bird perched on the roofs of boat-houses and for the space 
of two days was seen flying, swimming and diving. So far as 
is known it was not captured. R. C. DAVISON. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE IN LONDON. 
EARLY on a June morning in 1922 I saw a Great Crested 
Grebe (Podiceps cristatus) on the Serpentine. The bird seemed 
obviously uneasy. It kept to the middle of the lake and 
avoided all the other birds which commonly frequent that 
water. R. C. DAVISON. 

RUFF AND OTHER VISITORS AT SOMERSET 
RESERVOIRS. 

DURING the autumn of 1923 I devoted considerable time 
and attention to observations on the waders and other birds 
visiting some of the Somerset reservoirs. I hope to have an 
opportunity of dealing more fully with these investigations 
at a later date, but in the meantime I think it desirable that 
certain of the more noteworthy occurrences should be placed 
upon record. These are as follows :•— 

RUFF (Philomachus pugnax).—Four observed during Sep
tember at the Barrow Gurney Reservoirs, N. Somerset. A 
single bird in very grey plumage and undoubtedly an adult, 
on September 2nd. On September 23rd, three more, two 
adults, which from the disparity in size were evidently male 
and female, and an immature bird in the characteristic buff 
plumage. On September 24th at least two of them were 
there, and on September 25th there were still two, namely 
the female and the young bird. On September 30th only the 
latter was left, and by October 4th this also had passed on. 

This result of a single season's watching is rather surprising 
when one reflects on the extreme paucity of recent records of 
the Ruff in Somerset. I suspect that careful and systematic 
observation at the reservoirs would show that it is less rare 
in the county than has been supposed. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPER (Calidrisferruginea),—A little party of 
about eight or ten at the Barrow Reservoirs on September 24th. 
These birds, which I watched at close quarters, represented a 
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portion only of a flock of some 20-25 small waders which 
were feeding at the water's edge amongst the Gulls and Lap
wings when I arrived. The rest went off before I had an 
opportunity of examining them, so that I am uncertain 
whether these were also Curlew-Sandpipers or merely Dunlin, 
but I believe that they were all the same. The remaining 
birds left in the course of the afternoon. There are few 
records of this species inland in Somerset. 

GREENSHANK {Tringa nebidaria).—One frequented the 
Barrow Reservoirs for a month in the autumn. I saw it first 
on August 26th, and for the last time on September 24th. 
By September 25th it had gone. Another at Litton Reser
voir, September 22nd. This is the most frequent of the 
scarcer waders visiting the North Somerset reservoirs. 

GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—One at Blagdon 
Reservoir, September 6th. I watched this bird at extremely 
close range, and from its size I judge it to have been probably 
a male. 

(?) SLAVONIAN GREBE (Podiceps auritus).—On October 8th 
I watched a Grebe on one of the Barrow Reservoirs which I 
believe to have been this species rather than the rarer Black-
necked Grebe {Podiceps n. nigricoUis). I could never get 
quite close enough to determine conclusively which species 
it was. • Unfortunately I had to leave home on the following 
day, so could not return and examine the bird with a telescope 
as I should otherwise have done. B. W. TUCKER. 

SPOTTED REDSHANKS IN SOMERSET. 
ON September 5th, 1923, a Spotted Redshank {Tringa 
erythropus) was seen by us at Blagdon Reservoir, North 
Somerset, and was watched again by one of us (B.W.T.) on 
the following day. With glasses it was distinguishable from 
the Common Redshank {T. totanus), even at some distance, 
by its larger size, longer legs and greyer plumage, and in 
addition, at closer range, by the appreciably longer bill, 
distinct whitish eye-stripe and greyish-white, not pure white, 
underparts. On the wing the absence of any appreciable 
white on the secondaries and the highly characteristic dis
syllabic note confirmed the identification. This note is quite 
unlike that of the common species and was written down on 
the spot as " iu-e " or " chew-e." In view of the diversity 
which is usual in renderings of bird-calls by different persons, 
we consider this a remarkably close approximation to Mr. 
Oldham's " tchuet " {Brit Birds, Vol.- XII., p. 117, and Pract. 
Handbk., Vol. II., p. 639). 
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The Spotted Redshank has always been considered a very 
uncommon visitor to the Bristol Channel area, and we know 
of no more recent record for Somerset than that of two young 
birds mentioned by the Rev. Murray A. Mathew in his Revised 
List of the Birds of Somerset {Proceedings of the Somerset 
Archaeol. and Nat. Hist. Soc, Vol. XXXIX., 1893, p. 131), 
which were shot at Weston-super-Mare some years prior to 
1893. E. PAGE. 

B. W. TUCKER. 

I wish to add to the above note that on September n t h , 
1923, I had a good view of another Spotted Redshank on 
the mad-flats close to Steart Island, near the mouth of the 
Parrett, on the Somerset coast. This bird was clearly iden 
tiffed by the unmistakable note and all the other characters 
above mentioned. The locality is only about sixteen miles 
from Blagdon. The probable inference to be drawn from 
these two observations is that a small party or larger number 
reached the Bristol Channel coast this autumn and became 
scattered. I have so far heard of no others in the West 
Country, but it was interesting to note that specimens have 
been recorded from Cheshire and Shropshire during the same 
season (antea, pp. 145 and 169). B. W. TUCKER, 

BLACK-WINGED STILT IN HAMPSHIRE. 
A BIRD, which without doubt must have been a Black-winged 
Stilt (H. himantopus), frequented the neighbourhood of 
Beaulieu in the latter half of November, 1923. Major Cecil 
Paddon.saw it on the 23rd and 25th, at rather long range, on 
the mud near Needs Oar Coastguard Station. " On the 26th," 
he writes, " it was on the gravel spit our side of the golf house 
and I crept up opposite to it on the old links—it would be 
about 120 yards away. As I had my glasses there was no 
possibility of mistaking i t ; there were a few Redshanks near 
it and it simply dwarfed them. The moment I saw plate 74 
in Vol. II. of Coward's book, it was quite obvious as to what 
it was." Major Paddon also informed me that it was very 
long in the leg, with a small body, and looked very black and 
white. He has done a lot of wild-fowling, and during the 
last five years some bird-watching on the Norfolk coast, so 
that he knows the ordinary waders well, but had never seen 
a Stilt before. THOMAS H. C. TROUBRIDGE. 

THE NORMAL CLUTCH OF SANDWICH TERN'S EGGS. 
WITH reference to Mr. Clifford Borrer's note (antea, p. 189) 
regarding clutches of three eggs of the Sandwich Tern (Sterna 
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s. sandvicensit*), I pointed out in Vol. III., p. 169, that the 
average clutch at Ravenglass, Cumberland, was two. 

In an article in The Field of January 1st, 1921, I gave the 
clutches of three as 1 per cent., those of two at 70 per cent., 
and those of one at 29 per cent. 

During 1922 and 1923 I have visited a re-colonized nesting 
place in the north of England, and was pleased to find quite 
a fair number of full clutches of three and hardly any of one 
only. In one closely packed patch of nests, all two's or three's, 
there were several eggs turned out of the nests, which had 
evidently also been clutches of three. These eggs were, unlike 
the others, not incubated. It does not follow, however, that 
this third egg never hatches, for I have on more than one 
occasion found all three young and ringed them. 

I think that the answer to the question why three's are so 
often seen in collections and not in the nests, is that these are 
the clutches that are taken for collectors. 

The size of the clutch depends largely upon the food 
supply, for in Holstein, where this is very abundant, well over 
90 per cent, of the Sandwich Terns have full clutches of three. 
Possibly this is where those seen in collections come from. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL IN 
THE SCILLY ISLES. 

ON May 20th, 1923, I saw at close range, a single specimen of 
Larus "fuscus fuscus in the pool, St. Mary's, the Stilly Isles. 
It did not mix with the other Gulls and was in a very poor 
condition. H. W. ROBINSON. 

LATE STAY OF YELLOW WAGTAIL.—Mr. Lewis R. W. Loyd 
informs us that while standing outside a covert, by a small 
stream at Wells, nr. Frome, Somerset, on November 30th, 
1923, an immature Motacillaflava rayi traversed the field close 
past him and was at one time no further away than twelve feet. 

SCAUP-DUCK INLAND IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. H. Spencer 
informs us that an adult female Nyroca m. mania was shot 
from a small flock on the River Calder at Elland, W. Riding, 
by Mr. A. Danks, on December 27th, 1923. Mr. Spencer 
kindly submitted the head of the bird for identification. 

SMEWS IN BERKSHIRE.—Dr. Norman H. Joy reports that 
on January 3rd, 1924, Messrs. H. M. Wallis and J. L. Hawkins 
and he watched six Mergus albellus, two of them being adult 
males, on White Knights' Lake, Reading. 

s 
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