
REVIEWS 
Guide to the Birds of Europe and North Africa. By Colonel 

R. G. Wardlaw Ramsay. (Gurney & Jackson.) 12s. 6d. 
net. 

THIS useful little work is provided with a short memoir by 
Dr. W. E. Clarke of its author who died in April, 1921, In 
the preface we are told that Dr. Clarke has had the co-opera
tion of Surgeon-Rear-Admiral Stenhouse in completing the 
work. Besides the regions mentioned in the title the N. 
Atlantic Islands are also included, but the line on the east 
has been drawn strictly, so that while we have many eastern 
forms which occur in Egypt, others, even so near as Palestine 
for example, are omitted, a disadvantage which must occur 
in a political as opposed to a zoogeographical region. Diag
noses of the order, family and genus are followed by the 
scientific name of the bird and its equivalent in English and 
other languages, and a very brief description and account of 
its distribution. If there is more than one form, similar but 
much briefer details are given of each. All this, so far as we 
have tested it, has been done on the whole satisfactorily 
and the plan adopted is clear and compact. The book is 
founded upon, but does not always follow, Dr. Hartert's 
great, work Die VOgel der palaarktischen Fauna. As it is 
nowhere stated up to what date the work is brought it is 
difficult to see what has been done since the death of the 
author two and a half years ago, but we notice that sub
species described in 1921 after the author's death have been 
added, though others described in 1922 and 1923 have been 
omitted. On the other hand a change of name (Phylloscopus 
inornatus for the Yellow-browed Warbler) proposed as late 
as 1922 and not generally accepted, has been adopted, while 
many other changes proposed in 1922 and 1923 have been 
ignored. So that the work starts with the handicap of being 
some two years out of date. It is unfortunate at a time when 
we are reaching uniformity to find the Stints referred to 
Tringa and the Sandpipers to Totanus, Pallas's names in 
Vroeg's Catalogue (now universally accepted) rejected and 
above all the retention of Turdus musicus for the Song-Thursh, 
T. iliacus for the Redwing and Anas boschas for the Mallard. 
Yet the Orphean Warbler is called Sylvia hortensis and the 
other " nomina conservanda " of the B.O.U. List of 1915 are 
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not adopted, so that these names (all rejected in 1921 by the 
B.O.U. List Committee) are reduced in the present work 
from thirteen to three, which demonstrates the futility of a 
sentimental departure from rules. 

A few of the points we have noted in consulting the work 
may be perhaps worth mentioning: G. glandarius fasciatus 
appears to be the form found in the whole of Spain and 
Portugal and not only in South Spain ; that the Golden 
Oriole " breeds regularly in small numbers in S.E. and S.W. 
England " is, we are afraid, an unduly optimistic statement; 
we are not aware that Emberiza schoeniclus canneti is known 
from Spain, though it is from Portugal; Galerida theklce 
certainly occurs as lar north in Spain as the Gredos moun
tains ; the Wood-Lark breeds in N.W. Africa and has been 
separated as L. a. harterti; the Long-tailed Titmouse of 
Tukey, Asia Minor and south-west Persia should be called 
A. c. tefthronotus, of which passekii is a synonym; A. c. 
alpinus inhabits the south of the Caspian (this point seems 
also to have escaped Dr. Hartert in his various addenda, 
but see P. A. Buxton, Journ. Bom. N.H. Soc, XXVIL, No. 
4, p . 114) ; to the distribution of L. senator badius should 
be added the Balearic Islands, where it is common ; we 
should be interested to have evidence for the statement that 
the White-tailed Eagle breeds " south to the Pyrenees " ; 
there is no proof of the Bean-Goose occurring in Iceland 
or Greenland, nor of the Pomatorhine Skua breeding in 
Spitsbergen. 

Although the work would have been more valuable if it 
had been brought up to a stated date we can recommend it 
for its purpose as a " guide " of a most useful kind. H.F.W. 

Game-Birds and Wild-Fowl of Great Britain and Ireland. 
Written and illustrated by A. Thorburn. With 38 plates 
in colour. Imperial 4to. (15" x n " ) . (Longmans.) 1 vol. 
£5 5s. net. 

DURING recent years Mr. Thorburn has given us some beau
tiful books, but we think this excels them all. Each plate 
is not only a good representation of the bird but in most cases 
a perfect picture as well. The pictures of the game-birds are 
perhaps the best, though it is difficult to chose between these 
and some of those of the Ducks. In a book of this kind 
Mr. Thorburn might have omitted some of the Ducks which 
have very rarely indeed occurred in this country and substi
tuted more usual wild-fowl, such as Godwit, Whimbrel and 
Knot. But it would have been hard for such a master of 
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colour as is Mr. Thorburn to sacrifice the brilliance of the 
King and Steller's Eider for instance, for the sombre Whimbrel. 
We think, however, that the Land-Rail, a bird that figures 
on the game-list, ought to have been given a place. There 
is indeed very little to criticize in Mr. Thorburn's work; 
the bills of the Grey Lag and White-fronted Geese are perhaps 
too deep a colour, and we might remind the author that 
Howard Saunders's Manual, which he follows in nomenclature, 
was published a quarter of a century ago and is consequently 
entirely out of date. But the latter is a point of no great 
importance in a book of this kind in which the letterpress, 
as in Mr. Thorburn's other works, is quite subservient to 
the plates. It is indeed for the beauty and excellence of 
its plates that we can heartily commend the book, and 
those who acquire a copy will find these pictures a source 
of pleasure which will not fail however many times they 
are looked at. H.F.W. 

Birds and their Young. By T. A. Coward, M.Sc, etc. Illustrated by 
Roland Green. (London, Gay and Hancock, 1923.) 10s. 6d. net. 

T H I S is an attractive book with 12 coloured plates and 32 pen and 
ink studies of birds by Mr. Roland Green, and belongs to a distinctly 
higher class than the other works in the same series already issued. 
The letterpress is written in a simple and clear style and should not 
be beyond the comprehension of an intelligent schoolboy, but at the 
same time it is a serious study of the life of the bird—not compiled 
from an imperfect acquaintance with the literature of the subject 
alone, but based on a very sound practical knowledge of most of our 
native birds. Occasionally one comes across cases where a wider view 
of bird-life would have led to some modification of the statements 
made by the author. For example, it is stated (p. 21) tha t Cormorants 
" occasionally build bulky nests in trees." There must be many 
scores of such nests built annually in Ireland a t four different breeding 
stations : tha t a t Lough Attymas in Sligo alone is described by Ussher 
as containing 70 or 80 nests. Within a few hours' run of the English 
coasts last spring I could see at least 500 such nests from one spot, and 
we estimated the total number of nests in the colony a t well over 1,000, 
while on the lower Danube thousands of such nests can be seen in 
the flooded willow trees. The assertion tha t Rooks will not venture 
to steal Herons' eggs if there are any Herons on guard is misleading. 
One large Heronry of over 70 nests was so persistently raided by 
Rooks, tha t in one season only a single pair on an outlying tree 
succeeded in bringing off their young, and after vain struggles for 
several years the colony was finally abandoned altogether by the 
Herons. The Green Sandpiper's habit of laying in nests of other 
species in trees is shared by a t least two other species on the British 
List (p. 21). 

With the exception of the Kittiwake, where the situation of the 
nest renders i t impossible for the young to move any distance, the 
young of most Gulls show a very pronounced tendency to leave the 
nest a t an early period and take cover wherever available. 
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The question of the moult in birds seems to be rather inadequately 
treated and might with advantage have been elaborated. 

We are glad to see that Mr. Coward admits tha t the egg " has much 
to teach and we have much to learn," but if the study of eggs has to be 
accomplished without specimens, as he advocates, it is quite obvious 
tha t only an infinitesimal number of students will ever have the oppor
tun i ty to pursue the study or even to become acquainted with its 
simplest elements. A more scientific view would be to admit freely 
that the taking of a few clutches early in the season has no effect 
whatever on the status of birds—as they are in almost every case 
replaced after an extraordinarily short interval. 

The coloured plates are a credit to the artist, and we are glad to see 
that Mr. Green's work improves. Many of the black and white studies 
are very effective ; occasionally, as in the sketch of the Dipper's nest 
or the Brown Owl and young, there are signs of imperfect acquaintance 
with the wild bird, but other sketches are extremely life-like. 
Bird artists are so few tha t we are glad to welcome one of such promise 
as Mr. Green. F.C.R.J. 
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