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FIELD-NOTES FROM CUMBERLAND. 
BY 

R. H. BROWN. 

THE following notes on breeding-habits are based on obser
vations extending over several years, otherwise all the notes 
are derived from observations made during 1923. 
CARRION-CROW (Corvus c. corone). 

The nest is built in March, both birds assisting in the 
building. Usually a new nest is built each year. Once a 
pair began relining an old nest but deserted it without laying 
any eggs. Another pair began building their nest in an alder, 
but after building the framework left it, and built in another 
alder about a hundred yards distant from the original nesting-
site. Occasionally I find clutches of three eggs, perhaps the 
product of old birds. My earliest date for a clutch (four eggs) 
is April 12th. Incubation commences with the first egg laid, 
so that all the eggs do not usually hatch on the same day. 
In my experience only the hen incubates. The average 
incubation-period is nineteen days, but in one case, a clutch 
of lour eggs, the period lasted until the twenty-fourth day 
on which day all the eggs hatched. I have another instance 
of a clutch of five eggs, incubation-period unknown, hatching 
on the one day. 

Generally all the young hatched are reared, and in this 
respect the Carrion-Crow differs from the Rook (C'. fmgilegus). 

The young on hatching have a flesh-coloured skin (covered 
slightly with black down) that begins to turn black from the 
fifth day onwards and is entirely black by the tenth day. 
Nestling Rooks are black skinned from hatching. The inside 
of the mouth of the nestling Crow is yellow on hatching, 
which turns to a deep pink by the fourth or fifth day. 
Occasionally there are two or three white spots within the 
lower mandible. The nestlings are blind until the fourth or 
fifth day. 

The young Crows are very noisy for the first fortnight, and 
can often be heard calling out for food when one is some 
distance from the nest-tree. Afterwards they learn the 
necessity for silence. Until they commence feathering the 
young lie with their heads towards the centre of the nest; 
afterwards they sit with their heads towards the outside 
of the nest, their beaks on the nest-rim (a similar position in 
the nest is adopted by fledged Goldcrests (Regulus regulus)). 

In A Pract. Handbook of British Birds, I., p. 15, the fledging 
period is given as " 33-34 days (S. E. Brock)." Two nests 
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which I observed, the young left on the twenty-sixth and 
twenty-seventh days respectively after hatching. 
ROOK (C. / . frugilegus). 

On April ioth I examined the nests in a rookery near 
Dalston. With one exception they contained either newly-
hatched young or hard-set eggs. The exception was a nest 
containing one fledged young one. The eggs in this nest must 
have been laid during the last week of February. 
MAGPIE (Pica p. pica). 

Three weeks or longer will often elapse between the com
pletion of the nest and the deposition of the first egg. In the 
neighbourhood of Silloth I frequently found nests lined with 
the twine that is used on the self-binder for tying the corn-
sheaves. I have also found paper in the lining of the nest, 
and twice have found a nest lined with horse-hair instead of 
fibrous roots. The clutches I most commonly find are three, 
four, and seven. My usual experience is that incubation does 
not commence until the clutch is laid, the bird covering the 
eggs at night. However, in a nest found when the seven 
young were about ten days old, four of the nestlings were 
considerably larger than the others, suggesting that in this 
case incubation had commenced before the clutch was laid. 
The young are very noisy and even when feathered will 
squawk loudly on being handled. The fledged nestlings have 
the inside of the mouth purple. The fledging-period is twenty-
four to twenty-seven days. On leaving the nest the young 
still have short tails, which apparently hinder them flying 
any distance, as they skulk about the undergrowth and 
bushes, fed by their parents, until their tails have assumed 
their full length. 

In July and August what I take to be family parties are 
seen fighting, evidently the parents driving away the young. 
During the autumn months the Magpie is partly parasitic on 
sheep, examining their fleeces for insects. They also perform 
the farmer a useful service in scattering the droppings of 
beasts whilst searching such dung for insects. The largest 
flock I have seen going to roost on a winter's night consisted 
of thirty-one birds. 
GREENFINCH (Chloris c. chloris). 

A flock of 230-250 birds on November 21st in a hedge 
adjoining a stubble-field, where the corn was still out, at the 
base of the Uldale Fells (elevation 900 feet) may have been 
home-bred birds attracted by the food supply, but on the 
other hand may have been immigrants. A fact of interest 
was that two males were seen apparently feeding their 



224 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. xvn. 

females. The female opened her beak and the male placed 
his beak inside, the female fluttering her wings previous to 
and during the male's action. 

On December 9th a male Greenfinch was seen apparently 
feeding its female. 

Two Greenfinches were watched feeding on the seeds out 
of the berries of the wild-rose (Rosa canina) on December 
26th, the ground being frozen and covered with snow. 
LINNET (Carduelis c. cannabina). 

In a fir plantation beside the Whinlatter Pass on August 11 th 
I watched for some time a small flock of Linnets attacking the 
fir-cones. They were pulling the scales off the cones, but 
whether in order to feed on the seeds or possible concealed 
insects, I could not say. 
YELLOW BUNTING (Emberiza c. citrinella). 

On September 21st I found a nest of this species near 
Thurstonfield containing one nestling about four days old. 
On September 17th, 1916, a nest was found near Wetheral 
with two partly-fledged young. 

In August the young are occasionally fed on Crane-Flies 
(Tipula paludosa or T. oleracea). 
SKYLARK (Alauda a. arvensis). 

A nest on Burgh marsh on June 16th held five eggs. 
GREY WAGTAIL (Motacilla c. cinerea). 

In my experience this species often rears a second brood, 
which is sometimes still in the nest in the third week 
of July. 
BLACKCAP (Sylvia a. atricapilla). 

On July 4th I was watching a Blackcap singing, and three 
times the bird repeated the song of the Common Whitethroat 
(S. c. communis). 
WHITETHROAT (Sylvia c. communis). 

On May 27th I put a bird off six eggs, and have another 
record of a similar clutch. 
FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris). 

On November 10th from 11.30 a.m. until 3.30 p.m. there 
was a steady succession of flocks of Fieldfares flying across 
the Solway Firth, leaving the Cumberland side between Silloth 
and Skinburness, and heading north and north-west. Some 
of the flocks did not exceed thirty individuals in number, 
other flocks contained over one hundred, and between the 
passage of the various flocks there were generally a few stray 
birds, which seemed to be acting as connecting links between 
the various flocks. Some were flying at a good height, almost 
invisible to the naked eye, others no more than eighty feet 



VOL. XVII.] CUMBERLAND FIELD-NOTES. 225 

up. All were calling incessantly. Some of the flocks alighted 
for a time in a hedge near the shore before proceeding across 
the Firth. A Kestrel (Falco t. tinnunculus) made a sally into 
one of the flocks but I never observed it catch a bird. The 
day was sunny, with no wind. The sharp frosts and snowfall 
of the week previous must have driven these birds from the 
higher lying regions of Cumberland towards the Scottish 
lowlands. 
WHINCHAT (Saxicola r. rubetra). 

The breeding pairs and young left the neighbourhood of 
Cumdivock during August, On October 9th a bird of the 
year appeared at Cumdivock and stayed until October 13th. 
STONECHAT (S. torquata hibernoma.) 

I have found this bird breeding amongst the heather on 
Cumrew Fell (E. Pennines) and on Carrick Fell (Lake Mts.) 
at an elevation of 1,100 feet and 1,300 feet respectively. 
REDBREAST (Erithacus rubecula melophilus). 

I have one record of this species covering its eggs during 
the laying-period. The nest was in a bankside and on April 
18th contained four eggs. The night of April i8th-ic;th was 
frosty., and at 7 a.m. on 19th the eggs, still four in number, 
were completely hidden by oak-leaves, which I had to move 
aside in order to see the eggs, and then replaced. About 
noon on the 19th there were five eggs, and the oak-leaves had 
been removed. I find the fledging-period to be eleven to 
thirteen days (observations on six nests). 
WREN (Troglodytes t. troglodytes). 

My observations on the breeding-habits of the Wren, so far 
as they go, confirm the statements recorded by Mr. A. H. 
Machell Cox in Brit. Birds, XV., pp. 293-294. In 1922 a 
pair built a nest in the barn beside our house, building it 
entirely of straw, and then the nest stood about five weeks 
before it was lined and the eggs deposited. I have two more 
records of delayed laying, but in all cases the feathering 
of the nest was immediately followed by the deposition of 
the eggs. In looking through my notes I find the usual 
clutch to be six eggs, with three, four, and five fairly common. 
Clutches of seven and eight eggs I have only found once. 
The young do not roost in the nest after fledging, and one 
night just at dusk I put three young Wrens out of a used 
Chaffinch's nest. I invariably find that both parents feed 
the young. 
DIPPER (Cinclus c. gularis). 

I have heard this bird singing in every month of the year, 
and for as long a period on a cold afternoon in November as 
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on a hot July morning. In A Pract, Handbook of British 
Birds, I., p. 501, the clutch is given as " 4-5, sometimes 6." 
Personally I find as many clutches of six eggs as of four and 
five, and frequently find clutches of three for the second 
brood. My experience is that the Dipper only rears two 
broods in the year. 

Wm. Duckworth, in a paper on the Dipper in the Trans
actions of the Cumberland Association, 1878-1879, states that 
he never found a clutch exceeding five eggs, and in his opinion 
the birds only breed twice in the season. 

The earliest dates I have for clutches are, March 17th four 
eggs, and March 24th six eggs. 

Once, on disturbing a Dipper off its eggs, the bird dived 
into the stream and swam underneath the surface for some 
distance before coming to the surface beside a stone, whence 
it took flight. 
SHELD-DUCK (Tadorna tadorna). 

The young in down of this species, and also of the Oyster-
catcher (Hcematopus 0. ostralegus), on being pursued and 
coming to water, will dive underneath and swim under the 
surface, the downy Sheld-Ducks for some distance. The 
nestling Oystercatchers use their wings in swimming under 
the water, but I do not know whether the young Sheld-
Ducks do so. The Sheld-Ducks in down have the bills 
coloured dark grey, their legs and feet blue-grey. 
BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps n. nigricollis). 

On November 10th I observed one for some time diving 
and swimming in the Solway estuary about twelve feet from 
the edge of Skinburness marsh. The bird was in winter dress 
and was identified by its upturned bill and the black of its 
head extending below the eye. On one occasion it brought 
up and ate a small fish. Other Cumberland records are, one 
at Allonby in February, 1922, and one on the Solway in 
August, 1912 (Trans. Carlisle N.H.S., III., 1923). 
WOOD-PIGEON (Columba p. palumbus). 

On August 27th I found a Wood-Pigeon brooding a fledged 
nestling and cooing loudly. 

In A Pract. Handbook of British Birds, II., p. 479, the colour 
of the bill of the Wood-Pigeon is described as " pink, tip 
yellowish to dull white," In live specimens which I have 
examined, the colour of the bills was as follows :—NESTLING 
(" down " and fledged). Basal part blue-grey ; central por
tion light grey, shading into cream-white ; tip horn-coloured. 
ADULT. Basal part pink ; rest of the bill yellow ; tip horn-
colour. 
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WADERS' METHOD OF OBTAINING WORMS. 
In the autumn of 1923 I watched both the Redshank 

(Tringa t, totanus) and the Dunlin (Calidris alpina) jumping 
with both feet several times in succession on the soft ooze 
and then probing with their bills the places where they had 
been jumping. 
PURPLE SANDPIPER (C. S. striata). 

One observed swimming and wading in the estuary off 
Grune Point, Skinburness, on November 10th. One feeding 
in the same muddy creek-bottom on Burgh marsh on Novem
ber 16th and 27th. Both these birds rested, with bills hidden 
amongst the scapulars, within six yards of where I stood. 
Another on Burgh marsh on November 27th. This species 
is considered scarce on the upper Solway, the coast not 
being rocky, and according to Macpherson {Vert. Fauna 
of Lakeland, 1892), it has never been shot on any of the 
salt marshes. 
GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius). 

Two birds seen swimming in the Solway Firth bordering 
Burgh marsh on October 13th. They were very tame, and on 
being disturbed by some Redshanks flew about just above my 
head and then settled down on the water again. On October 
25th a flock of five was seen on the same marsh consorting with 
Dunlins. They were wild compared with the other two, and 
were calling frequently, a loud twittering whistle. The heavy 
south-west gales experienced during the first fortnight of 
October no doubt brought these birds to the Solway. Last 
recorded for Cumberland at Silloth in December, 1908 (Trans. 
Carlisle N.H.S., III., 1923). 
CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata). 

Howard Saunders states (Manual, 2nd edn.) that this bird 
" has often been seen to perch on tall trees." I have only 
twice seen it do so, both times in the spring, and on each 
occasion the bird had been uttering its mating-song, and on 
the completion of its volplane downwards on motionless 
outspread wings, landed in a tree, but did not perch for more 
than half-a-minute. 

In the late autumn, and especially during the prevalence 
of frosty weather, the Curlew occasionally visits its breeding-
grounds. Thus on November 26th four were in a grass-field 
beside Nether Welton (10 miles from the nearest part of the 
Solway) where they breed. On December 5th and 31st three 
near Dalston (8 miles from the Solway). On December 1st 
one passed over Cumrew (base of E. Pennines) coming from 
the fell above the village. 
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•GREAT SNIPE (Capella media). 
On November 19th, a warm sunny day, I was crossing 

Hawksdale Common when a large Snipe, probably of this 
species, rose almost under my feet. As it flew away its tail 
appeared half expanded and showed a conspicuous amount 
of white. It continued on a straight course, without any zig
zagging, for about eighty yards, not flying very fast, and 
then gradually mounted into the air. When a moderate 
height up, it zig-zagged once, then pursued its straight flight 
and finally disappeared from sight in a westerly direction. 
It did not call. 
LITTLE TERN (Sterna a, albifrons). 

Each year I pay visits to two breeding-colonies on the 
coast. Whilst most of the eggs are laid amongst the shingle, 
a small number of clutches are found in depressions in the 
bare sand. Of the nests on the shingle, the majority contain 
no nesting materials whatever, but usually I find a certain 
proportion of nests each year in which the eggs are deposited 
on a layer of white sea-shells. One nest examined contained 
three small pieces of wood. 

The earliest date I have found eggs is May 24th, 1921 (nests 
holding two eggs and one egg). 

A fact I have never seen mentioned, is that the Tittle Tern 
will hover with a fish in its beak above its sitting mate or its 
young before descending to the ground. 
LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Lams fuscus affinis). 

On June 29th I found a nest containing four eggs. 
LAND-RAIL (Crex crex). 

One craking early morning and evening up to and including 
August 2nd. 
PARTRIDGE (Perdix p. perdix). 

I put one out of a tree just at dusk on November 17th. 
Macpherson and Duckworth in their Birds of Cumberland 
(1886) give two instances of the Partridge perching. 
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