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MANX ORNITHOLOGICAL NOTES, 1923. 
BY 

P. G. RALFE. 

T H E following notes are intended to continue the record in 
British Birds, Vol. XVII., p. 17. 

RAVEN (Corvus c. corax).—In 1923 Mr. J. D. Clague found 
a nest in an unexpected situation on an abrupt cliff of the sand 
and clay " brooghs " of the northern coast. It was very 
inaccessible, about half way (some 50 feet) from the top, and 
of the usual type of structure. 

CARRION-CROW (Corvus c. corone).—In 1923 Mr. F. S. 
Graves discovered a Carrion-Crow evidently nesting on the 
cliffs of Peel Hill under the " Holy Well," its mate (the male) 
was a Hooded Crow (C. c. comix). For several weeks in April 
Mr. Graves had the pair under his observation. On Novem
ber 27th he again saw and heard a Black Crow, perhaps the 
same, on Peel Golf Links. 

It may be remarked that about sixty years ago the late 
J. M. Jeffcott stated : " An intelligent yeoman . . . also 
assured me that he had known a Hooded Crow to pair with a 
Black Crow ; they had nested in a plantation close to his 
house, and the eggs had been hatched by the black bird. . , 
Carrion Crows had not been supposed to exist at all in the 
locality." 

BRITISH LONG-TAILED TITMOUSE (Mgithalos caudatus 
roseus).—Twenty to thirty were seen in Laxey Glen, Novem
ber 25th, 1923 (Col. Madoc). 

WOOD-WARBLER (Phylloscopus s, sibilatrix).—In 1923 Col, 
Madoc heard its song at Greeba, at Laxey, and (a passing 
bird only) at Parkfield, Douglas. 

BLACKCAP (Sylvia a. atricapilla).—On May 29th, 1923, Col. 
Madoc saw a male and female, and heard the song, close to 
Ramsey. 

WHINCHAT (Saxicola r. rubetra).—-In May, 1923, Col. Madoc 
saw two pairs in the neighbourhood of Laxey, but doubts 
their remaining to breed. 

KINGFISHER (Alcedo a, ispida).—I. learn from Mrs, Sugden, 
of Ramsey, that about thirty years ago her brother, the late 
H. H. Spencer, found a nest with eggs in the " broogh " of 
the Sulby River, west of Ramsey. Though there could be 
little doubt of the nesting of the species in Man, this, so far as 
I know, is the first positive record. About three years ago 
Mrs. Sugden, whose house is close to the locality, saw an old 
bird there with two young. 
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SHORT-EARED OWL (Asio f. flammeus).—In 1921 Mr. 
M. McWhannell saw a nest in the Curragh land behind 
Ellanbane, Lezayre, with two eggs. Both the parent birds 
had been shot. 

EAGLE (? sp.)—Some interesting reminiscences of the 
former nesting of Eagles have been communicated to me. 
Mr. S. T. Gelling, of Braddan, learned of an eyrie in the 
rocks of Greeba Mountain from his father, who was born 
in 1800, and about 1817-19 lived at Khenscault in West 
Baldwin. From there he went with a friend and a young dog 
to take an eaglet from the nest. The bird, however, retreated 
into a crevice where they could .not follow it, and as the dog 
would not face it, and the old birds made repeated attacks 
on them, and especially on the dog, they gave up the attempt. 

Mr. T. L. Lace, of Wigan, says that his mother, who lived 
at Foxdale, but often visited relatives at a farm just under 
Greeba Mountain, also knew of the nesting of Eagles there, 
probably as late as 1835. Greeba is about five miles inland, 
but it would perhaps be rash to conclude that these birds 
were Aquila chrysaetus, 

GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia).—For some weeks in 
February and March, 1923, three Greenshanks frequented the 
low rocks and tide-pools on the west of Langness. At least 
one bird reappeared there in November and December. 

HERRING-GULL {Larus a, argentaius).—After various 
rumours of the inland nesting of this species, Mr. W. E. Cottier 
in May, 1923, found a number of birds frequenting a glen in 
the centre of the Island, and found two nests, one with eggs, 
placed among stones on the slopes of the valley about 750 
feet above sea level, and four miles from the nearest salt water. 
Mr. Cottier thought that the birds here lived on young rabbits, 
which were extremely abundant, and whose bones were found 
in the Gulls' castings. In the same district Col. Madoc was 
shown two nests, much higher on the central moors, one 
situated amid heath and one on stony ground. 

LITTLE AUK (Alle alle).—A specimen killed about twenty 
years ago on board a Peel fishing-boat has been given to the 
Manx Museum by Mr. S. Morrison. 
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