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A FEEDING HABIT OF THE HOODED CROW. 

ON December 21st, 1923, by the Orwell Estuary, I watched 
with interest the efforts of a Hooded Crow (Corvus c. comix) 
to break some shelled or hard piece of food. The bird 
repeatedly (perhaps a dozen times) rose from a strip of 
exposed shingle to a height of 20-30 feet, then " dived " 
rapidly down, and when about half-way to the ground let 
fall the object on the stones below. Had the bird decided 
that to give a sort of " throw " was more effective than to let 
fall from the highest point ? Or might it have been aiming 
at a particular stone ? T. G. POWELL. 

[Cf. Yarrell, II., p. 286, etc.—EDS.] 

THE NEST-BUILDING HABITS OF THE LONG-TAILED 
TIT. 

DURING the spring of 1923 we had thirteen nests of the Long-
tailed Tit (Mgithalos c. roseus) under observation at one time 
or another. 

Our experience tallies with Mr. Brown's (antea, p. 206) in 
many ways, but on several occasions we took photographs of 
the birds building between 4 and 5 p.m. (summer time) and 
at other times noticed them still building even later in the 
day, only at a slower rate. 

Only two of our nests in hedges were built near roads or 
paths, and as a general rule we found that hedge nests were 
built away from paths. A point which struck us forcibly was 
the violent effort which often accompanied the lining of the 
interior of the nest with feathers as the whole fabric shook 
and bulged in an alarming manner. 

Also, in conjunction with the experience of another observer, 
we found that the birds would go a very long way to some 
favourite spot for feathers when there were plenty near at 
hand. 

After the young had flown we examined one or two of the 
nests more closely and found that two or three of the eggs 
had been broken or were addled and that one or two of the 
young birds had died, presumably from " over crowding." 

On one occasion we saw the actual foundations of the nest 
being laid. We had heard the two birds chattering excitedly 
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in a young holly and after considerable search found one or 
two wisps of moss on a small twig. Subsequently we saw 
both birds add to this, one bringing moss and the other some 
spiders' web. R. P. GAIT. 

COLDSTREAM TUCKETT. 

THE Long-tailed Tits observed by Mr. R. H Brown (antea, 
p. 206) appeared to behave slightly differently from a pair 
which I watched in Surrey. Mr. Brown's birds carried only 
one feather at a time, but one of the birds which I observed 
dropped a small bunch of feathers which it was carrying. It 
consisted of six feathers of a Yellowhammer. 

On several journeys the Tits each carried more than one 
feather, in fact, on one occasion, one of them appeared quite 
grotesque owing to the size of the "beak-full" that it was 
carrying, it could hardly see. 

Mr. Brown mentions their fondness for building near a 
path, and the nest of the pair I write of was built in a small 
gorse bush between a very narrow path and a small lake, 
with the entrance hole on the opposite side to the path. 

CLEMENCE M. ACLAND. 

WILLOW-WARBLER'S NESTS AND CUCKOO'S EGG. 

ON May 18th, 1923, I found a nest of a Willow-Warbler 
(Phylloscopus t. trockilus) in a grass}7 bank overlooking a path 
in the woods, and some eight feet above it, near Malvern. It 
contained two eggs, one of which was slightly bruised ; when 
I next visited it on the 19th, there was only one egg in the 
nest and two outside. Several white feathers from the 
nest-lining were lying outside also. On the same day some 
six yards farther down the lane, on the same bank, I watched 
a Willow-Warbler building. The nest was as yet only half 
completed, but the exterior was finished on the 27th, and 
lined with white feathers when I next visited it on June 6th. 
Subsequently, on June 10th, it had apparently been deserted, 
there being no eggs laid. 

Again on June 24th, some fifteen yards farther down the 
lane, there was a newly complete nest with four eggs and 
an egg of a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus). This nest was 
lined with brown feathers, whereas the two previous nests 
had been lined with white exclusively. Did not the pair 
realize that the white feathers betrayed their nest ? The 
Cuckoo's egg was one which would have harmonized well 
with a Meadow-Pipit's. In the place on the bank where 
the first nest of this pair had been (which I had bodily removed 
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after discovering the eggs outside) there were two Willow-
Warbler's eggs, intact. 

I removed the Cuckoo's egg, which when blown proved to 
be quite fresh. 

The nest which contained the Cuckoo's egg was on the top 
of a steep bit of bank, and I could not detect any sign of 
damage to it. The nest opening was quite normal in character 
until the young were well advanced. G. W. THOMPSON. 

BLACKBIRD FEEDING ON GRAIN. 
A YOUNG cock Blackbird {Tardus m. merula) which has taken 
up its winter-quarters in our garden in Cumberland comes 
and feeds off the wheat thrown each morning to the fowls. 
Although it eats most wheat when the earth is frost-bound 
and food difficult to obtain, yet it will also feed off the grain 
during mild weather. R. H. BROWN. 

WOODPECKERS AND PINE-CONES. 
IN reference to Mr. Bunyard's interesting observations as to 
what he calls a " new habit " of the Green Woodpecker (Picus 
v. virescens) as observed by him in Surrey, and Mr. Witherby's 
note on similar behaviour of the Great Spotted Woodpecker 
(Dryobafes m. hispanus) in Spain, Mr. Bunyard is mistaken 
in thinking that the habit has not been observed and described 
previously. 

An interesting account of this habit, written by Mr. 
Edmund Selous, will be found in the Zoologist for 1908 
(pp. 81-91) ; and in a later number of the same year (p. 228) 
a note by myself of a similar observation. Mr. Selous's 
observations were on Great Spotted Woodpeckers in Sweden. 
My own were of this species (D, m. pinetorum) observed in 
Switzerland (St. Legier, above Vevey, Valais) in February, 
1907. I find the following in my note-book :— 

" 13th Feb. To-day we watched the Great Spotted Wood
pecker for some time. It was in one of the fir-trees [a clump 
near the house where I was staying] for a time, and then it 
got on to a large fir-cone and started to eat the cone. I was 
not aware that this was part of the food of Woodpeckers, 
but perhaps it was really getting insects from the cone. After 
a time it flew with a large piece ot the cone, more than half 
I should think, to a tree too far off for us to see what it did 
with it." [I made no mention of the kind of fir-tree—my 
memory is spruce, but I am not certain—nor of how it carried 
the cone,] 
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" 28th. I noticed under one or two deciduous trees not 
far from the clumps of fir-trees that there were a lot of fir
cones, most of which were empty [of their seeds]. Presently 
I noticed in one of these trees that there was a hole, evidently 
made by the Great Spotted Woodpecker, in which there was 
a fir-cone, which exactly fitted in and was partly eaten. 
Evidently the Woodpecker is not able to eat the cone in the 
loose position in which it is on the tree, as a Tit might, so 
breaks it off and takes it away, as we saw it do a little time 
ago, to one. of these purposely-made holes." 

But later the same day : " I noticed that in the tree under 
which there are most fir-cones, close to the fir-trees, there is 
no place specially made, but there is a natural crevice that 
I expect it [the Woodpecker] uses. In the other tree there 
is a similar crevice, but apparently the Woodpecker did not 
think it good enough." 

Green Woodpeckers were also constantly seen near, but 
I did not see them at work on the cones. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

THE observations of Mr. Witherby and Mr. Bunyard, given 
in the last issue, have a particular interest, for me as I have 
during recent years acquired some evidence which bears on 
the subject, and which, I think, proves that at times the 
Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. anglicus) feeds 
largely on the seeds of cones. 

In 1922 a New Forest keeper, who is a close observer of the 
habits of our birds, told me that he had found at the foot 
of a dead fir, a large collection of cones which had the scales 
opened, evidently for the purpose of extracting the seeds 
and he was for a long time puzzled as to what bird had been 
at work. His description of the appearance of these cones 
made me at once suggest Crossbills as the operators, but he 
had not seen these birds in the district (as a matter of fact 
little has been seen of Crossbills in the Forest since the notable 
immigration of 1909, and the three following years), and it 
was only after patient watching with glasses that the mystery 
was solved. He told me that he saw a Great Spotted Wood
pecker with a cone, fly to the tree and perch on a short branch 
about 20 ft. up and set to work opening the scales. I visited 
this tree with the keeper, who particularly called my attention 
to the condition of the cones, which were all from the Scots 
pine (Pinus sylvestris) and had been worked when fresh and 
green, the scales prised open all round as Mr. Witherby notes. 
Not far away another tree had been used as a feeding place, 
but not to the same extent as the branch on the dead tree 
which evidently was a very convenient spot for holding the 
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cone. The ground under this branch was covered -with 
cones, many of course old, withered, and brown, but on 
examination I found that all had been attacked when fresh 
and green. 

Most of our text books tell us that the Green Woodpecker 
feeds occasionally on beechmast, nuts, acorns, etc., fir-cones 
are not mentioned, but several writers say that the Great 
Spotted Woodpecker feeds on the seeds of fir-cones. The 
statement is to be found in the works by the following : 
Yarrell, Morris on the authority of Meyer, Seebohm, and 
Stonham. 

During the hard winter of 1917, Green Woodpeckers in the 
New Forest, suffered severely and were much reduced in 
numbers, but so far as I could ascertain the Great Spotted 
Woodpecker was not affected to the same extent. It is not 
so easy to speak definitely of such a shy bird, one more often 
heard than seen, but from what I heard, I formed the opinion 
that its numbers were well maintained. Perhaps it was 
saved from starvation by a vegetable diet. R. E. COLES. 

UNUSUAL FLIGHT OF A KESTREL. 
ONE calm, sunny day in November, 1923,1 was walking across 
some moorland in Cumberland when my attention was 
attracted by the peculiar flight of a Kestrel (Falco t. tinn-un-
cuhis). It was rising to a moderate altitude by rapid wing-
beats and then on motionless, outspread wings gliding down
wards, the distance thus traversed in gliding being about 
four times as great as that covered in rising. It kept on in 
this manner, alternately flying upwards and gliding, until 
out of sight. This mode of flight is of course used by the 
Curlew (Numenius a. arquata) when uttering its mating-song 
in the spring, but in this case the performance is restricted 
to the bird's breeding-territory. I have seen the Common 
Buzzard (Buleo b. buteo) pass through the air by this alternate 
rising and gliding, but this is the first time I have seen a 
Kestrel do so in order to traverse any considerable distance. 

R. H. BROWN. 

NESTLING OF ROCK-DOVE. 
As no description of the nestling of the Rock-Dove is given 
in the Practical Handbook (Vol. II., p . 482) the following notes 
may be of interest. The nestling Rock-Dove (Columba livid) 
is blind for some few days after being hatched. It is sparsely 
clad with coarse yellowish down with a reddish tinge -about it. 
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Legs and feet, leaden-flesh; bill leaden, but tipped with light 
flesh colour. The fledging period is approximately three 
weeks. JOHN WALPOLE BOND. 

RUFF WINTERING THREE TIMES IN LANCASHIRE. 
IN December, 1920, a Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) was seen 
frequenting the tail-end of a derelict mill-race in one of the 
poorer parts of the town of Lancaster. It left during the 
third week in March, 1921, to return again during the third 
week in September. It remained a second winter and again 
departed on or about March 16th, 1922. About the usual 
time during the following September it turned up again to 
spend a third winter, and departed again on or about March 
24th, 1923. As it has not turned up in its haunts this winter 
it must be presumed that its course is run. H. W. ROBINSON. 

COMMON SANDPIPER IN WESTMORLAND IN MID
WINTER. 

ON December 30th, 1923, I saw a Sandpiper on the shore of 
Lake Windermere which appeared to be the Common Sand
piper {Tringa hypoleuca). It remained in the neighbourhood 
till January 1st, 1924, when I shot it. The ground was 
covered with snow to the water's edge at the time, and though 
not fat, the bird proved to be in quite good condition, but only 
weighed 1 oz. and was ascertained to be a female by dissection. 
On account of the light weight and the colour of the back and 
wing coverts I had doubts as to its being a Common Sandpiper, 
but Mr. H. F. Witherby and the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain who 
have examined the specimen agree in identifying it as a 
Common Sandpiper (T. hypoleuca). Although a few occur
rences in the winter months are on record for the south of 
England, there seems to be no record for the north of England 
as late as this, though Hancock mentions one shot in Northum
berland on November 16th, 1830, and one was recorded from 
Staffordshire on December 15th, 1917 (cf. Br. B., Vol. XL, 
p. 235). J. F. PETERS. 

SPOTTED REDSHANKS IN SOMERSET. 
WITH reference to the records of the Spotted Redshanks 
(Tringa erythropus), (antea, pp. 211 and 212), it may interest 
Somersetshire naturalists to know that there is, in the Dick's 
Institute, Kilmarnock, a Somersetshire specimen in the 
" Richmond Paton " collection. 
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It is an immature bird and is labelled as follows :— 
" Petherick, Nr. Taunton, November 16, 1876: ex coll: 
Cecil Smith, No. 188." This is believed to be the first record 
for Somersetshire. E. RICHMOND PATON. 

[A still earlier record is that of W. E. Leach, who ascribes 
a (J " Totanus rati" in the British Museum collection to 
' Somerset (J. Anstice, Esq.).' This List was printed in 1816. 
Col. Montagu also obtained one from a small flock near 
Bridgwater. Both records are earlier than that given by 
Mr. Paton.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

ROSEATE TERN BREEDING IN CUMBERLAND. 
WITH reference to Mr. H. W. Robinson's note on the occurence 
of Roseate Terns (Sterna dougallii) in Cumberland in 1902 
(anlea, Vol. XVI., p. 254), I was interested to find in one. of 
my old note books that a pair nested at Ravenglass, Cumber
land, that year. One of the birds was caught by the keeper 
on the nest, identified, and released. The young hatched out 
and got away safely. E. U. SAVAGE. 

THE NORMAL CLUTCH OF SANDWICH TERNS' EGGS. 
I SHOULD like to supplement my remarks (antea, p. 189) on 
the rarity of a genuine clutch of three eggs in the Sandwich 
Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis) in these Islands, by quoting from 
a letter from Mr. C. V. Stoney, who, in Ireland at any rate, 
has had an almost unrivalled experience of the British 
breeding Terns. He says : 

" 1 thought you might like to have my experiences, extending 
over nearly twenty years, in which period I have personally 
visited all the known colonies of this Tern in Ireland, except one, 
and have discovered two new ones. I may say in a word tha t your 
experience exactly bears out my own. There are seven known 
colonies of Sandwich Tern in Ireland. Of these, three are in inland 
loughs and four on islands lying off the coast. The largest of these 
existing colonies is on a fresh water lough in County Mayo and is 
strictly preserved, no boat being allowed on the lough during the 
entire breeding-season. Through the kind permission of the owner, 
I was enabled to visit this locality some years ago, and we had to 
cart a boat from the nearest river three miles away in which to get 
out to the island. There were about three hundred pairs of Sand
wich Tern nesting with Black-headed Gulls. On May 21st incubation 
was well advanced. About three-quarters of the nests contained 
two eggs, and the remainder one. There was not a single three. 
I have only once seen a three in other colonies, and though it is 
dangerous to dogmatize in the case of birds' eggs, especially those 
of Terns where two eggs in a set are often quite distinct, I don't 
believe tha t this three is a genuine one bird effort. In my experience 
where the birds are undisturbed, two is rather commoner than one 
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as a set, and threes simply do not exist outside collections. The 
colonies I have seen consist of from fifty t o three hundred pairs, 
so there has been every chance of detecting an abnormal laying." 

It will be seen that all this agrees with Mr. Carroll's experi
ence in Ireland and my own in Norfolk, and that the percentage 
of genuine clutches of three eggs in undisturbed localities 
must be almost negligible. 

Mr. Robinson may be right in his contention (p. 213) that 
the food supply influences the number of eggs laid ; but it is 
doubtful if the difference in the supply can be so great as to 
account for a rise from almost nil in Ireland and Norfolk, to 
" well over ninety per cent." of clutches of three in Holstem. 

CLIFFORD BORRER. 

[It should not be forgotten that in other species of Tern 
there is similar variation in the number of eggs in the clutch. 
The Roseate Tern almost invariably lays one egg only in 
Ireland, while on the other side of St. George's Channel, I have 
seen scores of nests with two eggs. In the Black Sea the 
Caspian Tern normally lays three eggs, sometimes two only, 
while in the Persian Gulf the normal clutch is one, and two 
occasionally, and on List the normal set was two, according to 
Rohweder.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

TAWNY OWL PREYING ON LITTLE GREBE.—Mr. C. F. D. 
Sperling sends us a foot and part of a leg of a l i t t le Grebe 
(Podiceps r. ruficollis) which he found on January 10th, 1924, 
in his garden at Ballingdon Hall, Sudbury, Suffolk, under a 
tree in which a Tawny Owl (Strix a. sylvatica) is constantly 
perched. The flesh from the leg had been eaten off the bone. 
Mr. Sperling has also found heads of water-voles under the 
same tree and frequently pellets. The River Stour and 
marshes from which the Little Grebe was probably taken are 
about 300 yards away. 


	Notes
	A feeding habit of the Hooded Crow
	The nest-building habits of the Long-tailed Tit
	Willow-Warbler's nests and Cuckoo's egg
	Blackbird feeding on grain
	Woodpeckers and pine-cones
	Unusual flight of a Kestrel
	Nestling of Rock-Dove
	Ruff wintering three times in Lancashire
	Common Sandpiper in Westmorland in midwinter
	Spotted Redshanks in Somerset
	Roseate Tern breeding in Cumberland
	The normal clutch of Sandwich Terns' eggs
	Tawny Owl preying on Little Grebe


