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LETTERS. 

NEST MATERIALS OF P I E D FLYCATCHER. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

S I R S , — I write to support Mr. P . F . Bunyard's statements (antea, 
p . 192). 

In the course of my life I must have looked at upwards of twenty 
nests of the Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca) in Central Wales 
(among others many easily examined in my nesting boxes). Never 
have I, to the best of my recollection, seen any feathers in a nest, but 
a conspicuous material which was always present was the bark of 
honeysuckle, and it is so typical of all the nests I have ever seen that 
any nest without it would to me be remarkable. At my old home in 
Montgomeryshire there was never any lack of chickens' feathers 
within a few yards of my Pied Flycatcher occupied nesting boxes. 

I have known the Redstart to nest in close proximity to the Pied 
Flycatcher, and cannot help thinking that the two species may some
times be confused, or else tha t a Pied Flycatcher may sometimes occupy 
an old, or new but deserted, Redstart 's site—hence the feathers ! 

W . M. CONGREVE. 

CANNIBALISTIC PROPENSITY OF A REDBREAST. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Is the Redbreast (Erithacus rubecula) a cannibal as well as 
a murderer among its own species ? My query is prompted by the 
following :—• 

About two weeks ago the Lady Kathleen Ward described to me how 
one of her household staff had seen a live Redbreast pecking a t a dead 
one. I was so interested in this account tha t Lady Kathleen on her 
return home collected the remains—still in the same spot—and sent 
them to me. Except for the head, which was deficient, the skeleton 
was intact. There were just sufficient primary wing-feathers to enable 
me to recognize the species and the bones had a thin film of flesh 
adhering to them. That the main part of the flesh had been removed 
by " pecking " appeared to me extremely probable. Whether the live 
Redbreast was also the murderer is, of course, problematical, but it is of 
course well known tha t this species does fight to the death against 
invaders of its territory. 

Lady Kathleen's evidence is as follows :— 
" I went with my nurse this morning (January 19th) and she showed 

me the corpse which was just where they had seen it last. As it may 
interest you, I send it. When they first saw the live Robin i t was 
pecking a t the dead one and only hopped off a little way when they 
went to look. Then i t was part ly eaten. On their return home 
they stopped again; the Robin was still there eating the dead one 
and there was a good deal then left! Next day there were only 
the bones. At first the dead bird was quite recognizable, its red 
breast still showed. KATHLEEN W A R D . " 

W. M. CONGREVE. 

WRYNECKS IN SURREY. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Mr. Percy F . Bunyard in his Surrey Field Notes (antea, p. 
202) mentions the Wryneck as " a comparatively rare bird in this 
county." In other parts, however, they appear to be more numerous 
than in his locality. 

I have known the bird as a nesting species in the Epsom district for 
some years, and find among my notes for 1917 tha t they seem to be on 
the increase. 
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In 1918 a pair nested in a nesting box within 12 ft. of the window of 
a house, and brought off a brood of seven. In the same season another 
nesting box a few miles away was occupied by another pair, but the 
young birds died. 

In the large woods between these two nesting boxes were two other 
pairs, for whose nests I had not time to search. 

Wrynecks have appeared in each of the subsequent seasons but have 
not used the first nesting box again, nor, as I have left the neighbour
hood, do I know if they still use the second. 

I visit the locality a t Easter each year, and have never failed, when 
there at the end of April, to hear or see Wrynecks. 

CLEMENCE M. ACLAND. 

TWO YOUNG CUCKOOS F E D BY T H E SAME P I E D WAGTAIL. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,-—A propos Mr. Chance finding more than one Cuckoo's egg in 
the same nest {vide antea p . 98) does the foster-parent rear more than 
one Cuckoo a t a time ? 

On August 19th, 1923, my brother and his wife watched for some 
time (on the lawn of Milborne Port "Vicarage), a pair of Pied Wagtails 
assiduously feeding a couple of large young Cuckoos, just able to fly, 
and apparently of the same age. 

Would the somewhat bulky nest of the Wagtail be able to accommo
date both youngsters, or is it more probable that the association was 
started after they had left separate nests ? T. G. POWELL. 
IPSWICH, January 17th, 1924. 

CUCKOOS' EGGS IN DOMED NESTS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Ha-ving had some experience of Cuckoos' eggs in domed nests, 
I was interested in Mr. Bunyard's note on this subject vide pp. 202-204. 
With regard to the Cuckoos' eggs found in the two Wrens' nests, there 
appear to be one or two points where further details would be desirable. 
Both Wrens' nests are described as having been completely encircled 
by brambles and the entrance hole in both cases measured only 1J inch 
and this " in spite of the fact that they had been disturbed by the 
boy in extracting the eggs." Having regard to what is stated it is not 
readily understood how the boy was able to get at the eggs without 
practically any damage being done to the nests. Obviously the boy 
did not cut or interfere with the brambles to any extent, as Mr. Bunyard 
saw the nests completely encircled by brambles as described, after the 
eggs had been taken. Further, he says tha t " m neither case could the 
Cuckoo have placed the cloaca nearer than two to three inches from 
the nest." How then was i t possible for the boy to have extracted the 
eggs and still leave the nests undamaged and the size of. the entrance 
holes near enough to normal. Apart from my own experience there 
are at least four competent field-oologists who have actually found 
Cuckoos' eggs in Wrens' nests in this country, and noted a t the time 
damage to the nests, and therefore the boy's experience related by 
Mr. Bunyard is opposed to what seems to be general. 

The question seems to be one which demands the greatest possible 
care, even with our most reliable field-naturalists. Anything but 
first-hand evidence should be taken a t its true value. Unless the 
observation is carried out and noted before the nest is touched, either 
with a view to ascertaining the number of eggs, or before the process 
of removing the eggs takes place, it is impossible to give any useful 
information regarding the damage. 

D . W . MrjSSEJLWHITE. 
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