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BONES OF STARLING FOUND IN A ROMAN URN IN 

HEREFORDSHIRE. 
LAST summer (1923) Mr. Whiting of Magna Castra Farm, near 
Hereford, disturbed a Roman burial—a not uncommon 
occurrence on his property. Among the charred bones were 
two small urns about six inches high. One of these urns was 
intact and inside it were a number of bird-bones. The bones 
were submitted for examination and pronounced by Dr. P. 
R. Lowe to be those of a Starling (Stumus vulgaris), and this 
identification was confirmed by Mr. W. P. Pycraft. 

Near the same place are a great number of birds' leg-bones 
which have been identified as those of domestic fowls, and 
it is curious that all these bones are cocks', the spur remaining 
on each one. H. A. GILBERT. 

HAWFINCH IN RENFREWSHIRE. 
ON February 16th, 1924, I came across a Hawfinch (Cocco-
thraustes c. coccotkraustes) in a garden at Kilmacolm, Mr. 
Thornton Mackeith confirms that it is the first recorded in 
Renfrewshire. R. 0. BLYTH. 

LATE IMMIGRATION OF SKY-LARKS INTO KENT. 
AT the beginning of January, 1924, I was assured by the 
watchers at Dungeness that flocks of Larks (Alauda arvensis) 
had been coming over from the east right to the end of the year. 
On the afternoon of 2nd January I saw a party of about twenty 
arriving from about east-south-east, the direction commonly 
followed during the autumn migration. On the 4th I had a 
close view of a Lark on the beach which looked so very pale 
in colour, and had such broad white edgings to its feathers, 
that I think it may probably have been an Eastern Skylark 
(A, a. intermedia). 

I expect the prolonged and acute cold of eastern and central 
Europe had led to a prolongation of the period of migration, 
and the same cause probably accounted for the presence of 
immense quantities of Ducks of many species, especially 
Wigeon, and of Dunlin and other waders, which were to be 
seen on the sands and the sea and pools in far greater numbers 
than I have known in other winters. H. G. ALEXANDER. 
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WAXWINGS IN I R E L A N D . 
A VERY interesting account has been sent me by Miss Gladys 
Moss of the occurrence of a Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) at 
Ballybrack, co. Dublin, on January n t h , 1924. The bird, 
an adult , allowed my informant to approach within three 
yards of it, and during par t of the t ime it was under observa
tion it fed voraciously on the berries of an arbutus. 

Mr. J . P. Carrigan, of Thurles, co. Tipperary, has given 
me details of an adult which was seen and captured on his 
tennis court there on January 25th, 1924. The bird only 
lived a few days in confinement, the specimen being then 
sent to Messrs. Williams & Son, Dublin, for preservation. 

The last recorded occurrence of the Waxwing in co. Dublin 
is tha t referred to in the Birds of Ireland (p. 46), the date 
being January 21st, 1851. Mr. W. J . Williams, however, 
informs me tha t one or two specimens from co. Dublin, not 
recorded a t the t ime, have passed through his hands since 
then, including a very fine adult male from Balbriggan 
procured in the eighties. There appears to be only one 
previous record for co. Tipperary, and in this instance no 
da te is given (ct. Birds of Ireland, p . 45). 

G E O . R. H U M P H R E Y S . 

W A X W I N G S IN ENGLAND. 

W E have been informed of the following recent occurrences 
of the Waxwing in Eng land : One at Cumnor, Berkshire, on 
November 26th, 1923, reported by Mr. G. Tickner ; one at 
Yarmouth on December 5th, 1923, and two seen at Keswick, 
Norwich, on February 7th, 1924, and reported to Mr. G. 
Gurney, who kindly informed us ; one near Maidstone, Kent, 
on January 9th, reported to the Rev. J . R. Hale, who kindly 
informed u s ; one at Beckenham, Kent , on March 1st, 
reported by Mr. H . A. A. Dombra in .—EDS. 

W I N T E R B R E E D I N G OF W R E N . 

A PAIR of Wrens {Troglodytes t. troglodytes) which occupied 
a nesting-box fastened to a tree in Miss Blunt 's garden at 
Meole Brace, Shrewsbury, hatched out a brood, and were 
seen feeding the young on December 3rd, 1923. Although 
the weather then was bitterly cold, the preceding weeks had 
been very mild. 

A still more remarkable instance of winter breeding has 
occurred at Churchstoke, Montgomeryshire. A little girl 
reported to the schoolmaster—Mr. George Mountford—that a 
pair of Wrens were building a nest in a wall. They were first 
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noticed on December 30th, 1923. During the ensuing three 
weeks they finished the nest, and laid five eggs, but soon 
afterwards deserted, probably on account of the cold weather. 
Mr. Mountford then sent me the nest as well as the eggs, 
which were undoubtedly fresh. H. E. FORREST. 

WOODPECKERS AND PINE-CONES. 
O N October 20th, 1919, I watched for a considerable t ime a 
Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobaies major) which had 
jammed a fir-cone between two snags of a fir-tree, and ener
getically hacked it. After a t ime the bird flew to the ground, 
picked up a cone, placed it firmly in a cleft of the bark, 
and then at tacked it vigorously. I t flew repeatedly to the 
ground, which was covered with cones, and brought back 
one, placing it in the cleft as before and recommencing its 
operations. I watched the bird for more than half an hour, 
using my prismatic glasses, although this was hardly necessary, 
the distance being very short and the bird showing no sign of 
shyness, although it saw me. The scene was a lonely spot 
in a wooded portion of the dunes near Haarlem, Holland. 

A. E. H. SWAEN. 

B Y a curious coincidence, since writing my former note 
(antea, p. 245), I have again seen a Great Spotted Woodpecker 
(Dryobates m. anglicus) feeding on cones, this t ime in north 
Worcestershire, in a plantation of Scots pine (Pinits sylvestris). 
I was passing the plantation on March 6th when a Great 
Spotted Woodpecker flew across the road. On going into the 
plantation I heard something pulling at a cone, and saw the 
bird on a cone near the top of the tree. Unfortunately I 
frightened it off almost at once ; it soon returned, but I 
could not stay to watch it, and it did not send anything 
down to the ground while I was in the plantation. The 
ground was strewn with cones tha t had been picked bare, 
and with scattered seeds. These cones were all recently 
worked but I cannot be certain tha t the Woodpecker worked 
them. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

D U R I N G the last few days (March 1924) I have been watching, 
at close quarters, a Great Spotted Woodpecker feeding on 
fir-cones at South Wootton, King's Lynn, Norfolk. About 
two months ago I saw a pair of Crossbills in my wood, and on 
looking around under the fir trees I found a lot of worked 
cones, and immediately thought tha t the Crossbills had been 
about for some time and tha t I had overlooked them. After 
this I kept a good look-out, but never saw or heard the 
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Crossbills again. Every day I found freshly worked cones 
under the trees, and this fact mystified me until I read Mr. 
Bunyard's interesting note in the February number of British 
Birds. 

There seemed to be about ten feeding places along a belt 
of Scotch firs on the boundary of my wood, and there were 
more along a belt on the opposite side ot the road. I found 
out what seemed to be one of the favourite feeding trees and 
one day I saw a Great Spotted Woodpecker fly away from it. 

CONE PLACED IN POSITION IN CLEFT BY GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 
W I T H A W O R K E D CONE AT S I D E . 

I built a hide under a Scotch fir near by, but had to wait for 
several mornings before my patience was rewarded with a 
good view. On the morning of March 8th I went into the 
hide at about 8 o'clock. At about 8.30 a Great Spotted 
Woodpecker flew into the feeding tree calling loudly, and 
still calling it flew into the tree under which I was hiding. 
In about two minutes it was back in the feeding tree with a 
cone, which it held by the stalk, in its bill. There was 
evidently already a cone in the hole as it threw a cone over 
its right shoulder, fixed the fresh cone in place and attacked 
it with strong rapid blows. The tapping noise it made was 
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loud enough to be heard clearly over 100 yards away, and 
resembled the noise a Woodpecker makes when excavating 
its nesting hole. It worked on the cone for about five 
minutes, then suddenly left it and flew into the tree above my 
head, and in two minutes was back again with a fresh cone 
in its beak. As before, it jerked the old cone out over its 
right shoulder, and fixed the fresh one in the hole. I noticed 
that every now and then it stopped tapping for a few seconds 
and turned the cone round in the hole so as to get at a fresh 
part. Altogether I saw it fly three times into the tree above 
my head, and each time it took a fresh cone to the hole and 
threw the old one out. I noticed that each time the cone 
described the same arc as it was thrown over the bird's 
shoulder ; also every time it took two minutes to get a fresh 
cone and five minutes to work it. At the time, I could not 
see what the Woodpecker did with the fresh cone while it 
was dislodging the old one ; and I spent about an hour in 
my hide every morning, but without success, until March 13th. 
I went into my hide at about 7.30 a.m., and had not 
been there long before I heard the Woodpecker tapping 
quite close to me. I looked down towards the foot of the 
tree in which I had seen it working on the 8th, and saw 
that it had wedged a cone in a cleft in the bark about six 
inches from the ground. The bird was only about thirty 
feet from me, and the sun was shining right on it, so 1 got 
an excellent view of the whole process. I could see it take 
the seeds out and eat them, and saw the seed-wings fluttering 
to the ground. Every now and then it caught the cone by 
the apex, took it out of the cleft and re-arranged it. After 
a few minutes it dropped to the ground and walked about. 
It picked up a partly worked cone, flew on to the tree again, 
tucked the new cone between its breast and the trunk, 
caught hold of the old cone by the apex, jerked it over its 
shoulder, took the new cone by the apex, drove it into the 
cleft and started to work it. After a few minutes it dropped 
to the ground again, walked about, picked up another cone, 
went back to the cleft, tucked the cone between its breast 
and the tree and tried to jerk the old cone out. This time 
it appeared to experience some difficulty, so it picked up the 
new cone from between its breast and the tree, and climbing 
about a foot further up the trunk fixed it in another cleft and 
worked at it for a few minutes. It again dropped to the 
ground, picked up another cone, flew back to the second cleft, 
then seemed to change its mind, walked down backwards to 
the first cleft and holding the new cone as before, jerked out 
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the old one, fixed the new one in, and after working on it 
for a few minutes it flew right away. I found that the 
favourite feeding time seemed to be from 6.30 a.m. to 9.30 
a.m. ; they also feed again between 4.30 and 5.30 p.m. 

I made a careful search all along the belt of firs in my 
wood, and the wood on the opposite side of the road, and 
altogether found over twenty different feeding places. They 
varied in height from six inches to fifty feet from the ground, 
most were in Scotch firs, but three were in silver birches, and 
one was in an oak tree. Some of the holes were merely 
clefts in the bark of Scotch firs, but these had been shaped up 
by the Woodpeckers. Some of the holes were natural holes 
in the main trunk of the Scotch firs, but most of them had 
been enlarged and shaped by the bird. Some of the holes 
were in the upper side of horizontal branches, and some right 
in the tips of perpendicular branches. One dead Scotch fir 
had a groove two and a half feet long cut in it, with a cone 
fixed right at the bottom. All the clefts and holes when 
found had a cone fixed in, and one contained two cones. All 
the cones were either upright or at an angle of 45 degrees, and 
were fixed in very firmly. The distance between the first 
and last feedii g place along the belt is about one-third of a 
mile. 

I do not think that this is a new habit of the Woodpeckers, 
but should say that they only feed so freely on fir-cones in 
very severe weather when there is a shortage of other food. 
In another corner of my wood I found a very ancient worked 
cone wedged into a hole in a birch stump, and this was most 
probably a relic of some other severe winter. 

The Woodpeckers appear to attack larger cones than the 
Crossbills do, also the scales of the Woodpecker cones are 
more split open than the others. There is also a slight 
difference in the stalks, although they are about the same 
length in each kind of cone ; the Crossbill ones seem to be cut 
straight through as though they were cut with sharp pliers, 
and the others are cut obliquely as though cut with blunt 
shears. This is more noticeable when the cones are fresh. 

On March 21st for the first time I had an excellent view of 
the Woodpecker cutting a cone off the tree. The bird was 
working at a cone fixed in a cleft on the upper side of a dead 
branch about fifty feet up an oak. It suddenly left the 
branch, and flew into a Scotch fir nearby, turned upside down 
under a cone, struck the stalk a few blows with its beak, 
seized the cone, wrenched it off and flew back to the cleft ; 
the whole process taking about two minutes. N. TRACY. 
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are word for word the same in both. It was evidently first 
written for inclusion in the life of St. Remigius, as a 
remarkable occurrence of recent happening and afterwards 
copied into its more relevant position in the life of St. 
Hugh. The latter was probably completed at Lincoln, after 
Giraldus returned there in 1203. The former was, from 
internal evidence, written before the death of St. Hugh (in 
the autumn of 1200), but not before 1197, most probably 
between 1196 and 1199, when Giraldus was residing at Lincoln. 
Here he not only had access to the cathedral archives but was 
necessarily more or less in contact, if not with St. Hugh 
himself, with his immediate following, only eleven or twelve 
years after the events he relates took place. 

After referring to St. Hugh's wonderful gift in taming wild 
birds, for which he appears to have had a great reputation, 
Giraldus goes on to remark that on the attainment of his 
episcopacy this gift was immediately manifest in the case of, 
not a small bird, but a large and royal one (ah ave grandi et 
regia) a significant phrase from an historical point of view. 
He then goes on-:— " For on the very day, or about the day 
before, that Bishop Hugh was first received and enthroned 
at Lincoln [September 29th, 1186], there flew down onto his 
manor, pleasantly situated amongst woods and meres near 
Stowe, -some eight miles distant from Lincoln City, a swan 
such as had never before been seen there. Who, within the 
space of a few days, overwhelmed with his great bulk and 
slew all the swans, that he found there in large numbers ; one 
however, of the female sex, he saved alive, not for the increase 
of her fertility, but for the comfort of her society. He was 
in truth by quite as much larger than a swan as a swan is 
bigger than a goose ; he was nevertheless in all things very 
like a swan, especially in colour and whiteness : in addition 
to his size he was also unlike them in this, that he did not 
exhibit the knob and the black colour on the bill after the 
manner of swans (quod tumorem in rostro atque nigredinem 
more cignomm -non prceferebat), but had in truth the same part 
of the bill flat and together with the head and upper part of 
the neck, becomingly adorned with yellow." 

Giraldus goes on to relate how he immediately attached 
himself to the Bishop and would only feed from his hand or 
in his absence from the hand of his bailiff and attacked those 
that approached the Bishop at meal times, etc., etc. 

Giraldus, like other ancient chroniclers, appears to have 
been vague as to dates, but this failing apart, his text, as 
Mr. Dimock remarks, with regard to the strictly historical 
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To get to this piece of ground necessitated a detour round 
several broad ditches and when I arrived the bird had gone 
unobserved. I searched the field for some time and presently 
flushed a duck, rather larger than a Common Teal. There 
were eleven eggs in the nest, slightly incubated, and from 
the down and feathers I judged the species to be Garganey. 
I sent some of the down and flank feathers together with one 
egg to Mr. P. F. Bunyard, who identified them as Garganey 
(Anas querquedula), thus confirming vay own observations. 

So far as I can find this is the first authentic record of the 
Garganey breeding in Essex. H. R. TUTT. 

OIL-CLOGGED COMMON SCOTERS INLAND IN SUSSEX 
AND HAMPSHIRE. 

ON February 16th, 1924, my daughter picked up a fine male 
Common Scoter (Oidemia nigra), recently dead, on the bank 
of the mill-tail at Sayers Common, Sussex, about nine miles 
from the sea. Its lower breast-feathers were clogged with 
oil, but otherwise it seemed in good condition. 

I took it to Pratt 's shop in Brighton to be preserved and 
found him completing the setting up of another male Common 
Scoter, which had been sent him from Godalming, with almost 
all its plumage clogged with oil. Mr. Oswald H. Latter, who 
sent him that bird, has very kindly given me the particulars. 
It was picked up dead about January 3rd at East Liss, 
Hampshire, by his brother-in-law, Mr. J. S. Gamble, F.R.S., 
in his woods there, about fourteen miles from the sea. 

One fears that nothing will effectually prevent the seafaring 
population from carelessly allowing oil to escape into the sea. 
But the effects are still disastrous to bird life. 

I do not recollect hearing of Scoters being found inland 
except during the breeding season, and suppose that it was 
their efforts to rid themselves of this filthy encumbrance that 
may have brought them inland to die. A. F. GRIFFITH. 

[The Common Scoter is infrequent on inland waters in 
winter.—EDS.] 

SMEWS AND OTHER WILD-FOWL ON THE CONWAY 
ESTUARY. 

MR. A. HAMILTON, of Deganwy, tells me that during the 
rough weather which prevailed in November, 1923, many 
species of Ducks which usually keep out on the sea, resorted 
to themoreshelteredwaters of theConwayEstuary. Common 
Scoters (Oidemia nigra) were very numerous, and there were 
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also a good many Red-throated Divers (Colymbus stellatus), 
Golden-eyes (Bucephala clangula), Mergansers (Mergus senator) 
and Smews (M. albellus). Among the latter were several adult 
males, the first he had ever seen on these waters. On 
December 22nd five wild Swans flew down the river ; from 
their small size, he concluded that they were Bewick's (Cygnus 
bewickii). H. E. FORREST. 

BIRDS ON NORTH WORCESTERSHIRE RESERVOIRS, 
I922 AND I923. 

THE following birds, with one exception all observed at the 
Upper Bittell reservoir, in 1922 and 1923, may be worth 
recording. 
1922. May 7th. One Curlew-Sandpiper (Calidris ferrnginea) 

amongst a party of the usual small waders that appear 
each spring and autumn. 

May 16th. One Common Tern {Sterna hirundo). 
August 29th. One Curlew-Sandpiper at least, in a party 

of waders. 
October 17th. Two Gadwalls (Anas strepera). They 

arrived on the reservoir whilst I was watching the Ducks. 
November 21st. When I reached the reservoir two Kitti-

wakes (Rissa tridactyla), an adult and an immature bird, 
were flying over the water. They soon departed in a 
west-north-westerly direction. A few minutes later a 
Dunlin flew round the reservoir and departed in the same 
direction. Then another small Gull, possibly only Black-
headed (L. ridibundus) but I think a Kittiwake, flew 
along the far side of the reservoir from me and also went 
away to the north-west. All this was between 10 and 
11 a.m. on a rather dull and hazy day with no wind. 
Similar weather had prevailed for some days, without a 
trace of the storms that are sometimes held responsible 
for driving maritime species inland. Besides the Kitti-
wakes, on the same day three immature Scoters, all with 
very pale face-patches, were swimming and diving on a 
smaller reservoir just under the Lickey Hills. I timed 
their dives for about ten minutes. The period under 
water varied from 43 to 54 seconds; the period above 
water from 12 to 35 seconds. 

From December 21st, 1922, to February 20th, 1923, I saw 
a single Goosander (Mergus merganser) whenever I visited 
the reservoir. 

1923. February 6th. Five Sheld-Duck (T. tadorna). 
April 12th. One Sandwich Tern (S. sandvicensis). 
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September 27th. One Dusky Redshank (Tringa erythropus). 
This is interesting in connection with the other records 
from western counties about the same time. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

RINGED PLOVER NESTING AMONG POTATOES. 
A SANDY beach at the east end of St. Mary's, the Isles of 
Scilly, is a favourite nesting site of the Ringed Plover (Chara-
drius h. hiaticula). During the winter of 1921 part of the 
beach was enclosed and a mixed crop of potatoes and arums 
grown there. During 1922 the birds returned and nested 
among the potatoes, showing no fear of the regular workers 
there, both young and parents running about almost under 
their feet. The advent of a stranger, however, caused the 
usual alarm with the squatting of the chicks. In 1923 they 
had returned to nest on the open beach. H. W. ROBINSON. 

REDSHANK BREEDING IN SURREY. 
WITH reference to Mr. Bunyard's remark [antea, p. 205) that 
the nest he found of the Redshank (Tringa t. toianus) was the 
second recorded instance of the Redshank breeding in the 
county, it should be of interest to record that I know of one 
locality in Surrey where the Redshank breeds regularly (as 
I discovered in 1922 and 1923) in some numbers; it is in fact 
almost the commonest bird at the spot in question. 

M. S. CURTLER. 

DISTINCTIONS OF AMERICAN SNIPE AND ITS 
OCCURRENCE IN BRITAIN. 

A T the meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club held on 
February 13th, 1924, Colonel R. Meinertzhagen made some 
remarks on the differences between the Common Snipe 
(Capella g. gallinago) and the American Snipe (Capella g. 
delicata) and at the same time exhibited a Snipe shot in South 
Uist, Outer Hebrides, on October 26th, 1920, which had all 
the characters of the American bird and was in his opinion 
an example of that race. Colonel Meinertzhagen also 
considered this to be the first authentic record from Europe 
(see Bull. B.O.C., Vol. XLIV., pp. 58-61). 

As this record has great interest to students of British Birds 
and may lead to the discovery of further examples of this 
Snipe we give here by kind permission a precis of Col. 
Meinertzhagen's remarks and are also permitted to reproduce 
photographs of two sets of leathers, the one of axillaries taken 
from 22 British and 15 American Snipe and the other of 
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outer tail-feathers taken from 18 British.and 17 American 
Snipe, which were collected and arranged by Col. Meiner-
tzhagen and. exhibited at the meeting referred to. 

In all 127 Common Snipe (Capella g. gallinago) and 64 
American Snipe (C. g. delicata) were critically examined by 
Col. Meinertzhagen and the following are his conclusions :— 

Number of tail-feathers.—In the Common Snipe the 
rectrices usually number 14, but as few as 12 and as many 
as 18 have been recorded. 

In the American Snipe the number of rectrices seems to 
be constantly 16. This difference is therefore merely an 
indication, and cannot be taken as a reliable character. 

Markings on outer tail-feathers.—Seebohm states that there 
are usually three bars on the outer rectrices of the Common 
Snipe and five on those of the American form. This is 
not confirmed.. In American Snipe the barring is narrower 
and there are consequently more bars, frequently as many 
as seven. This number is also occasionally reached by 
European birds. 

Barring on axillaries.—Western examples of the Common 
Snipe usually have well-barred axillaries, the amount of 
white generally exceeding the amount of dark. About 8 
per cent, of birds examined have white axillaries with a few 
black marks either in the form of rudimentary bars or 
longitudinal marks. Pure white axillaries are very rare. 
The further east one goes, the more predominant becomes 
white in the axillaries. Well-barred examples from Eastern 
Asia are not the rule. 

In the American Snipe the barring on the axillaries is 
invariably, as far as it was able to be ascertained, heavy, 
dark, and clean-cut, the black bars always equalling and 
usually exceeding the white bars in breadth. European 
Snipe frequently have axillaries indistinguishable from those 
of the American bird, and the character can only be 
termed indicative. 

Markings on breast.—Seebohm states that in the American 
Snipe the breast-markings are transverse, whilst in European 
birds they are longitudinal. This is not a sure character, 
as in at least 10 per cent, of American birds examined the 
marking on the breast is longitudinal. Moreover, transverse 
barring on the breast does occasionally occur in European 
examples, though it is admittedly rare. 

This character can therefore only be indicative. 
Length of culmen.—Only males will be considered. Hartert 

gives the measurement of the culmen of Common Snipe as 



Half nat. size. 
OUTER TAIL-FEATHERS FROM (above) 18 BRITISH SNIPE (Capella j 

gallinago), (below) 17 AMERICAN SNIPE (C. g, delicata). 

(Photographed from feathers arranged by Col. R. Meinertzhagen.) 
z 



Half nat. size. 
AXILLARY FEATHERS OF (above) 22 BRITISH SNIPE (Capella g. 

gallinago), (below) 15 AMERICAN SNIPE (C. g. delicata). 

(Photographed from feathers arranged by Col. R. Meinertzhagen.) 
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69-79 mm. (^n all cases culmen-measurements have been taken 
irom junction of culmen with skull, and where it has been 
measured by authors from feathers 5 mm. has been added as 
compensation.) The Handbook of British Birds gives the 
measurement of 12 males as 65-73 mm. Eleven British-
taken males in our collection have the culmen 67-77, and 11 
males from Eastern Asia have the culmen 63-79. Tf we, for 
the moment, disregard the doubtful race " raddei," we then 
have the culmen of European Snipe varying from 63-79 in 
a large series. These measurements are confirmed by the 
vast series from throughout the Palasarctic Region and Africa 
in the British Museum. 

Twenty-two males of the American Snipe in the British 
Museum have the culmen measuring 64-73. JRidgway gives 
the culmen of 18 American males as 62.5-72.5 mm. 

All we can say of this character is that the culmen of the 
American Snipe does not exceed 73, whereas that of the 
Common Snipe ranges up to 79 mm. 

Breadth of outer tail-feathers.—In the European bird, at 
20 mm. distance from the tip of the outer tail-feather, the 
breadth of the feather is rarely less than 10 mm., whereas in 
the American bird it rarely, if ever, exceeds 9 mm., a. very 
slight difference, but considerable when applied to such 
small objects. 

Of 40 European Snipe the largest breadth is 12.5 mm. and 
the smallest 8 (once), then 9.5 mm. 

Of 40 American Snipe the broadest is 9 mm. and the 
narrowest 4 mm. 

As far as one can see, the breadth of the outer tail-feather 
is the only sure character in the American Snipe which is 
not shared by European birds. 

Colonel Meinertzhagen gives the following details regarding 
the Snipe (a male) mentioned above from S. Uist. :— 

(1) Number of tail-feathers 16. 
(2) Barring on the outer tail-feathers close. 
(3) Axillaries dark and clear-cut, the black bars equalling 

the white bars. 
(4) Breast-markings transverse. 
(5) Culmen 67 mm., coming well within the measurement 

of American birds. 
(6) Breadth of the outer tail-feather at 20 mm. from its 

tip 8 mm. 
A supposed example of the American Snipe was recorded 

by E. H. Rodd as having been shot in Cornwall in January, 
1838 (Zool., 1872, p. 3,149). This bird Mr. Harting (t.c, 
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P- 3.273) dismisses as a Common Snipe with 16 tail-feathers, 
stating that it had a long and stout bill, broad outer tail-
leathers and axillaries coloured like a British bird. Mr. 
Harting goes on to record a specimen killed at Taplow Court, 
Bucks, in August, 1863, which he considers to be the American 
bird. This bird had, however, only 14 tail-feathers and 
August is an unlikely month for the occurrence of an 
American example. H.F.W. 

LITTLE GULL IN IRELAND. 
IN 1920 Mr. Sheridan of Dugort, Achill, informed me that 
he had shot a specimen of Lams minuhis in January, 1919. 

He stated that there was hard frost and snow at the time. 
The bird was mounted for him by Messrs. Gerrard. This is 
the first recorded instance of the Little Gull in co. Mayo, and 
only the thirteenth recorded appearance of this rare Gull in 
Ireland. ROBERT F. RUTTLEDGE, 

IVORY-GULL IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
A FINE adult Ivory-Gull was shot at the end of January, 1921, 
on the River Severn, near Gloucester. The bird is in my 
collection and has not, I believe, hitherto been recorded. 

F. H. L. WHISH. 

Two H E N SPARROW-HAWKS LAYING TOGETHER.—In the 
Field, May 24th, 1923, p. 756, there is a note from F. R. S. 
Balfour of Dawyck in which he states that on May n t h his 
keeper, Robert Young, shot a cock and two hen Sparrow-
Hawks (Accipiter n. nisus) beside one nest in.a larch tree in 
the Glen of Scrape, Stobo, Tweeddale. The nest contained 
ten eggs, and one of the hens was about to lay another. The 
two clutches of eggs in the nest were easily distinguishable 
by their markings. The evidence in this case seems to be 
quite clear. Similar cases of three birds in attendance on 
one nest are on record with regard to fifteen species of birds 
on the British List. Among the Accipitres, an almost exactly 
parallel case is on record of two female Kestrels apparently 
laying together. In the Zoologist, 1882, p. 267, the Rev. M. 
A. Mathew states that his nephew brought in a Kestrel's nest 
in N. Devon, and stated that there were two females and one 
male Kestrel in the tree from which he took it. There were 
six eggs in the nest, four of a dark type and two of the ordinary 
character, differing widely in appearance. I have also 
evidence of a single male Hen-Harrier {Circus c. cyaneus) 
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being paired with two females, but in this case the hens nested 
independently ; and this was also the case with two female 
Montagu's Harriers (Circus pygargus), apparently mated with 
one cock. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

COMMON BITTERNS IN SUSSEX AND ANGLESEY.—Mr. H. T. 
Gosnell informs us that an adult male Common Bittern 
(Botaurus s. stellaris) was shot by a fisherman in Pagham 
Harbour, Sussex, in January, 1924 ; while Mr. J. A. Pownall 
states that he flushed one, within thirty yards, on the 17th 
of the same month in Anglesey. 

SMEW INLAND IN NORFOLK.—Mr. Gerard H. Gurney writes 
that a female Mergus albellus was shot out of a small stream 
at Swaffham on January 7th, 1924, by Captain R. G. Buxton. 

GANNET INLAND IN ESSEX.—Mr. L. R. Hodson informs 
us that on December 15th, 1923, a Gannet (Sula bassana) was 
found in a field near Saffron Walden by a labourer, who 
knocked it on the head with a stick and killed it. It has been 
stuffed and is now in the Saffron Walden Museum. Mr. 
Hodson states that the bird is an adult, presumably in winter 
plumage, as the head and neck are only very faintly tinged 
with buffish-cream. According to Mr. Miller Christy's Birds 
of Essex only three specimens have previously been taken 
in this neighbourhood. 

MANX SHEARWATER IN SHROPSHIRE.—Mr. H. E. Forrest 
informs us that he was told by Mr. J. G. Lang that a Manx-
Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) fell down in the street in 
Ludlow on October 20th, 1923. It was picked up and released 
next morning when it flew away apparently none the worse. 

BARTRAM'S SANDPIPER IN SCILLY ISLES.—Dr. G. C. Low, 
whose work on the Literature of the Charadriiformes is about 
to be published, has brought to our notice that we have omitted 
to refer in British Birds to a Bartram's Sandpiper (Bartramia 
longicauda) shot at Tresco, Scilly Isles, on September 22nd, 
1922, by Major A. A. Dorrien-Smith. The bird was exhibited 
at a meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club, by Mr. 
N. B. Kinnear, on December 13th, 1922 (Bull, B.O.C., XLIIL, 
p. 76). This is the fourteenth recorded occurrence, if two 
found in poulterers' shops are accepted as good records, of 
Bartram's Sandpiper in the British Islands, and this record 
should also have been included in the additions in the Practical 
Handbook. 
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