
LETTERS 
BIRDS REMOVING NESTING MATERIAL TO ANOTHER SITE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—We found the nest of a Grey Wagtail (Moiacilla c. cinersa) 
in the spring of 1923. The eggs were eventually taken and the bird 
constructed another nest near by, and transferred the whole of the hair 
lining from the old nest to the new. 

R. P . GAIT. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—I would like to suggest with regard to Major W. M. Congreve's 
letter under this heading in the January number of British Birds 
(p. 192), tha t the fact of there being a good many resident Ravens, 
Hooded Crows and Magpies a t Hammerfest, would be likely enough 
to account for the destruction of the nests and contents of the Mealy 
Redpolls in that neighbourhood. The Magpies nest under the eaves 
of the houses in the town, and it is no distance for them to go to the 
willow plantation in question. I have seen there as many as forty-two 
Ravens in the air at one time, all pret ty much together; and I once 
saw one trying hard to catch a moulting Redwing, which was originally 
being hunted by a Magpie, which bird, however, sheered off as the 
Raven took up the pursuit. The Redwing ultimately escaped among 
the stones on the margin of the loch behind the town. Since then I 
have again seen a Magpie in full chase after a small bird. 

GEO. E. LODGE. 

THE " NORMAL " CLUTCH OF EGGS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—The January number of British Birds has just reached me. 
I was interested in the note by Mr. Borrer (p. 189) on the normal 
clutch of eggs of the Sandwich Tern and more particularly in his 
comment tha t he considers a single egg, and not two, to be the normal 
number. Some years ago I suggested in your pages that what con
stitutes a normal clutch for any given species in a specified district, 
might not necessarily prove to be normal for any other district. 
While Mr. Borrer is chiefly concerned with the frequency of occurrence 
of sets of three it seems to me tha t his other point, although but casually 
mentioned, is of equal interest. 

I have run across many instances of local variation in t he number 
of eggs to a clutch of different species, but have failed to find a satis
factory explanation for the fact. Four appeai-s invariably to be 
considered the full number of eggs for the Golden Plover (Charadrius 
apricarim). In the Skipton district of Yorkshire I was so impressed 
with the complete absence of fours and the regular occurrence of 
threes, tha t when I noticed in Nelson's Birds of Yorkshire a photograph 
by Mr. Riley Fortune of a clutch of three, instead of the regulation 
four, I took the matter up with him. I was not surprised to learn 
that Mr. Fortune had deliberately selected the picture, because he 
considered three and not four to be typical of the West Riding. Howard 
Saunders evidently considered fours to be so characteristic tha t he 
does not even mention the possibility of threes in his Manual, 
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A friend of mine who has done a great deal of photographing and 

collecting on the Welsh coast, was greatly surprised when I inferred 
that four eggs was the general number for the Oystercatcher (Hcsmalopus 
ostralegus). His experience of the species was confined to Wales, mine 
to Norfolk. He had found fours a rarity, I had found them in the 
majority. 

Three is frequently stated to be the normal clutch for the Little 
Tern (Sterna albifrons). Of the hundreds of sets t ha t I have seen on 
the Norfolk coast about 5 per cent, have contained three eggs, the 
rest two, while I have seen bu t one of four tha t were undoubtedly 
laid by one bird. There is no doubt that two is normal there, what
ever may be the case elsewhere. 

Of scores of nests of the Meadow-Pipit (A ntkus pratensis) found on the 
Skipton Moors I never saw one containing more than four eggs, although 
many Tree-Pipits held more. 

But the most striking instance I have personally noticed hails from 
this side of the Atlantic. Three years ago William MacDonald of this 
University returned from an expedition with the Imperial Oil Company 
to Great Slave Lake and brought with him some eggs for identification 
that appeared to me to be typical eggs of the Arctic Tern. But they 
were taken from a large colony on the east end of the lake in which not 
a single nest contained more than one egg. The next year Mr. 
MacDonald went to the west end of the lake and there found several 
more colonies of the same species with the characteristic single egg to 
a clutch. But the promised skins as well as more eggs went to the 
bottom with the canoe and outfit on the road home. Last year, 
however, MacDonald had better luck and safely brought down three 
skins from one of the colonies. They were quite typical Sterna 
paradisma. 

Since the single egg was found for three seasons in succession and 
in numerous colonies, it may be considered typical for the district. 
The reduction in number is rather interesting since, it is contrary to 
expectation and renders a possible explanation more obscure. 

W M . ROWAN. 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA, EDMONTON, ALTA., CANADA. 

January 24th, 1924. 

CUCKOOS' EGGS IN DOMED NESTS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Having read Mr. Musselwhite's letter (antea, p. 252) with 
regard to the deposition of eggs of the Cuckoo (Cucttlus c. canorus) in 
domed nests, I would like to give observations on two such nests ; the 
following are from my note book for 1909 :— 

On May 15th I visited the nest of a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus c. collybita) 
which I had found in Surrey when it was being built. The nest was 
placed in a tangled mass of dead bramble stems and undergrowth, 
which had evidently been cut down the previous winter and placed 
in a heap. I broke many of the bramble stems to approach the nest 
and then could not see the eggs inside. Only when I was carefully 
extracting the eggs to examine them did I find one was a Cuckoo's. The 
dome of the nest was perfect, and had any injury been done to the 
entrance I should certainly have been able to see the eggs after 
breaking away the brambles. The dense nature of the mass of 
brambles surrounding the nest would certainly have prevented a bird 
so large as the Cuckoo from clinging to the nest to deposit the egg. 
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On May 30th I flushed a Willow-Wren (Phylloscopus t. irochilus) on 

the North Downs in Kent. The nest was beautifully concealed and 
had the bird not gone off, I should never have found it . The entrance 
hole was quite small and I bent down the lower part of it to examine 
the eggs, when I found one was tha t of a Cuckoo; there were five 
eggs of the fosterer and all were in an advanced stage of incubation. 
In this case also the dome was intact. The nest was under a tuft of 
long grass : the entrance was no larger than is usual with this species. 

A further case of a Cuckoo depositing an egg in the nest of a Linnet 
(Carduelis cannabina) may be of interest. The nest was in a very 
thick quick hedge that was constantly trimmed, and placed about 
three inches from the top. The Linnet's eggs were taken by my 
younger brother, who had replaced them by three greyish pebbles. 
The density of the hedge may be gauged from the fact tha t the Linnet 
when flushed had considerable difficulty in getting away. Two days 
later my brother reported to me that there was an egg similar in colour 
to the pebbles, but larger, in the nest. This was a Cuckoo's egg, and 
such was the position of the nest that any approach by a Cuckoo to 
" lay " in i t was physically impossible. The Linnet 's eggs were taken 
from above, one boy holding back the thorny twigs whilst the other 
carefully lifted the eggs with the finger tips. 

I have had considerable experience of eggs of the Cuckoo with 
various fosterers, but these three instances seem to me to bear directly 
on the correspondence you have published on this subject. 

H. R. TTITT. 

To the ILditors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—-As well observed facts on this subject should be placed on 
record, I should like to recount my only two experiences (both in 
Sussex) of finding a Cuckoo's egg in a domed nest. 

On, June 24th, 1921, I found a nest of a Wren {Troglodytes t. troglo
dytes) containing a Cuckoo's egg, but no fosterers, in a quickset hedge 
by a roadside. I did not disturb either nest or egg more than I could 
possibly help, beyond inserting a couple of fingers into the entrance 
hole, as I hoped to obtain one or two of the fosterers' eggs subsequently. 
On revisiting this nest the two following days, I found i t had been 
deserted. The nest, when I first discovered it, appeared very knocked 
about. 

On May 17th, 1923, when accompanied by the Rev. William Serie, 
and Mr. James Dyson, I found a nest of a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus 
c. collybita) containing four eggs of the fosterer and one of a Cuckoo. 
We all three inspected this nest most carefully. I t was about 18 inches 
from the ground and as well concealed amongst brambles and growing 
vegetation as this bird's nest usually is. I t was absolutely undamaged, 
neither did the vegetation growing up between the brambles appear 
to be unduly disturbed. 

On visiting the nest the following day, it was obviously deserted, 
all five eggs being stone cold. These two records are absolutely contra
dictory : which is as I should expect them to be. The more one studies 
the habits of birds, the less one can dogmatize. This applies to every 
problem one is confronted with in the field. 
WESTBOURNB. CECIL SMEED. 
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