
riOTES 
LITTLE BUNTING IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 

ON October 7th, 1920, Dr. W. Eagle Clarke identified, at 
close quarters, a Little Bunting (Emberiza piisilla) on Holy 
Island, Northumberland. I omitted to publish this record 
in my article (antea, Vol. XV., p. 239), being then under the 
impression that Dr. Clarke was about to do so. 

W. G. WATSON. 

THE BREEDING SEASON OF THE NUTHATCH. 
IN the Practical Handbook, I., p. 223, the breeding-season of 
the Nuthatch is given as extending " from the end of April 
to mid-May, also sometimes late in June." On March 28th, 
1923, I saw a Nuthatch (Sitta e. affinis) in Worcestershire, 
filling up a cavity in an elm with mud. By April 4th the 
mud part was practically finished and on May 5th the nest 
contained young. As I believe there were six eggs this points 
to the date of the laying of the first egg about April 15th—17th. 
The birds were at the nesting hole on March qth in 1924. 

G. W. THOMPSON. 
[The dates given in the Practical Handbook represent 

approximately the time when eggs may be met with. Out 
of some forty records of nests with eggs or young, the earliest 
date for a full clutch of eggs is April 22nd, and the earliest 
date for young is May 8th, while the great majority of 
nests with eggs have been recorded during the first half 
of May. As Nuthatches are apparently life-paired birds 
it is not surprising that they should occasionally revisit 
their nesting-sites early in spring, especially in mild 
weather.—F."C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

RING-OUZELS IN KENT IN WINTER. 
ON January 4th, 1924, I put up two Ring-Ouzels (Tunlus 
torquatus) from the broom bushes on Dungeness beach, Kent. 
The whitish appearance of the wings made me suspect their 
identity, and after following them for some little way I saw 
the pale ring on one bird quite distinctly. They were quite 
silent. One of the R.S.P.B. watchers had made a note of a 
Ring-Ouzel as late as November 30th, so possibly these two 
birds had been in the bushes since that time or earlier. I 
have reason to believe that Ring-Ouzels spent the winter at 
Dungeness four years ago. On March 29th that year I was 
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walking to the Hoppen Pits with one of the watchers when 
he told me that for a couple of months two Ring-Ouzels had 
been at the Pits. When we got there we soon heard the 
characteristic cackle, but we only saw one bird. But for 
what the watcher told me, I should naturally have supposed 
it to be a passing migrant, just arrived. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

HEN-HARRIER NESTING IN SHROPSHIRE. 
Two pairs of Hen-Harriers (Circus cyaneus) nested on certain 
Shropshire moorlands in 1923. For obvious reasons I refrain 
from giving precise localities, but of the fact there is no doubt, 
as the birds were watched from time to time by a friend of 
mine who is a good ornithologist. He saw the male birds 
several times and noted the white rump and unbarred wings. 
One of the nests unfortunately was spoilt by a pony treading 
on it, but a brood was reared in the other. 

I may add that on September 23rd, 1923, a male Hen-
Harrier descended on a farmyard near Aber, Carnarvonshire, 
causing all the poultry to run for shelter. It had lost its 
tail, probably by gun-shot, but when approached by the 
farmer, who wanted to capture it alive, it flew away with 
some difficulty, and so escaped. The white rump was con
spicuous, and this, with the blue-grey colour of the body, 
render its specific identity certain. 

The last previous record of breeding in Shropshire was in 
1890, when a nest with four eggs was taken at Shawbury, 
and. the old birds shot. H. E. FORREST. 

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE IN SHROPSHIRE. 
ON January 12th, 1924, Dr. W. R. H. Smith, of Shrewsbury, 
brought me for identification a wild goose which he had shot 
out of a small flock flying over Bagley Moor, Ryton-XI-
Towns, the previous day. It was a young female White-fronted 
Goose (Anser albifrons), just beginning to assume adult 
plumage, but had no black marks on the breast. I heard of 
wild geese being seen in different parts of Shropshire during 
November-December, 1923, but this was the only one obtained 
to identify the species. H. E. FORREST. 

GADWALL IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 
I AM informed by one of the shooting tenants that a female 
Gadwall (Anas strepera) was shot on Leighton Moss, near 
Carnforth, north Lancashire, during the past winter, 1923-24. 
The bird was identified by Dr. Stanley Wood. Mitchell in 
his Birds of Lancashire mentions only five records or seven 
specimens of this duck in Lancashire, the last over thirty-nine 
years ago. H. W. ROBINSON. 

2 B 
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WILD-FOWL IN EAST DERBYSHIRE. 
DURING the cold weather of February, 1924, there was con
siderable movement amongst wild-fowl in this district, and 
on the ponds in Hardwick Park I observed on the 18th a 
pair of Shelducks (Tadorna tadorna) sitting on the ice. This 
is by no means a common bird in the county and only six 
definite previous occurrences are on record. On the 24th a 
male Scaup (Nyroca marila) was swimming with the Tufted 
Ducks and Pochards, and on the 25th a Goosander (Mergus 
merganser) arrived during the afternoon. 

On the morning of March 4th several flocks of tired Peewits 
passed over flying in a south-westerly direction, but on the 
13th inst. our local breeding birds had returned to their 
haunts. C. B. CHAMBERS. 

RED-CRESTED POCHARD AND OTHER WILD-FOWL 
ON ESSEX RESERVOIRS. 

AT Walthamstow Reservoirs, Essex, on February 16th, 
1924, I had the good fortune to identify a handsome male 
Red-crested Pochard (Ne.'ia rufina). This bird was observed 
on the Racecourse Reservoir, which, for some unknown 
reason, is more frequented by the numerous wild-fowl than 
any other of the series, where it was in company with a number 
of Common Pochards (Nyroca ferina). In the first instance 
the Red-crested Pochard was seen by means of a 12 X monocu
lar and afterwards was watched carefully through a telescope 
of 50 x . Fortunately the light was good and the Pochard, 
acting in a leisurely manner, at times swimming about quietly, 
at others reposing, and on one occasion coming on to the edge 
of an island, gave every opportunity for examination. 

According to Miller Christy's Birds of Essex, the Red-
crested Pochard has been recorded onfy once in Essex, as f ar 
back as 1844, and this is confirmed by A Practical Handbook 
of British Birds. Thus the Walthamstow record constitutes 
the second occurrence in the county. It may be added that 
the bird appeared to be in good plumage. 

On the same date, on the Racecourse Reservoir, one male 
Goldeneye (Bucephala c. clangula), a species which is scarce 
in this locality, and a Smew (Mergus albellus), probably a 
female, were seen. A Red-throated Diver (Colymbus stellatus) 
was seen on No. 4, and a Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) 
was flushed from the side of No. 5 Reservoir. It was noticeable 
that there was a marked increase in the numbers of Great 
Crested Grebes (Podiceps c. cristatus). Most of the birds 
which compose the large and increasing colony of this species 
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here disappear on the approach of winter, but a few remain. 
On March 15th I noticed a male Scaup-Duck (N. m. marila) 
on the Lockwood reservoir. 

The birds frequenting these reservoirs have been more 
interesting this winter and it would seem that the cessation 
of the fortnightly shoots which were permitted in previous 
winters is bearing fruit. WILLIAM E. GLECG. 

BREEDING OF POCHARD AND TUFTED DUCK IN 
OXFORDSHIRE. 

AT the present time there appears to be no record of the 
breeding of either Pochard (Nyroca f. ferina) or Tufted Duck 
(N. fuligula) in Oxfordshire. It is therefore worth recording 
that several pairs of both species nested in 1923 on the lake 
in Blenheim Park, Woodstock. Considerable numbers of 
these ducks, as well as Mallard, Teal, Wigeon, etc., frequent 
this lake from autumn to spring. The place offers ideal 
breeding sites for both Pochard and Tufted Duck, and we 
therefore paid a visit in mid-June, 1923, with a view to 
ascertaining whether, as appeared highly probable, any pairs 
remained to nest. 

On June 13th we saw two female Tufted Ducks with broods 
of four and six respectively, and not less than six broods of 
Pochard. One of the broods of Tufted Duck and one of 
Pochard were on the main lake. All the rest were on the 
narrow lower end, called Bladon Lake, which is merely the 
original sluggish River Glyme a little widened and overgrown 
with beds of bur-reed (Sparganium) and other aquatic plants. 
Round the island in the main lake we counted about 23-25 
Tufted Ducks, of which all but two or three were drakes. 
It may therefore be safety assumed—even supposing that 
some of these were unpaired birds—that other females were 
still sitting on the island or elsewhere. From the above 
numbers it may be considered certain that this breeding-
station has been occupied for some years, but it does not 
appear previously to have come under the notice of any 
ornithologists. B. W. TUCKER. 

M. F. B. OTTLEY. 

SURF-SCOTERS IN DEVONSHIRE. 
ON March 6th, 1924, a pair of Surf-Scoters {Oidemia perspicil-
lata) were seen near Dawlish on the south Devon coast by a 
party of four, three of whom, Mr. E. S. Allen, Col. J. T. W. 
Fiennes, and myself, were equipped with powerful telescopes 
as well as binoculars. We watched these birds carefully at a 
distance of 200-250 yards for nearly an hour. One of the 
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pair was evidently a young drake as it showed brownish-
white on lower breast and belly, and had little, if any, white 
between beak and crown, though otherwise its appearance 
was that of an old male, the white nape, yellow-orange bill, 
and very black plumage being clearly defined. 

The other bird was an adult duck, brown all over except 
for a certain, though small, amount of white on the nape, and 
an irregular whitish patch on side of head. 

These Surf-Scoters were near, though not consorting with, a 
large party of Mallard and Wigeon, and our attention was 
first drawn to them by noticing the curious line of the head 
and bill, so like that of the Common Eider, and so different 
from that of the Common and Velvet-Scoter. 

This seems to be the fourth record of the Surf-Scoter off 
Devon coasts. W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

SLAVONIAN GREBE IN SOMERSET. 
ON March 30th and again on April 2nd, 1924, I had a 
Slavonian Grebe [Podiceps auritus) under observation on one 
of the reservoirs at Barrow Gurney, North Somerset, where 
I saw a presumed P. auritus in October last (v. antea, p. 211). 
The present bird was still in practically full winter plumage. 

Although these reservoirs seem hitherto to have received 
little, or at best only spasmodic, attention from Somerset 
ornithologists, two out of the eight or nine previous records 
of the Slavonian Grebe in the county are from Barrow. This, 
in conjunction with the above two observations, renders it 
probable that the species is not really a very uncommon 
visitor there. B. W. TUCKER. 

STOCK-DOVES IN CO. MAYO. 
THE range of the Stock-Dove (Columba anas) in Ireland seems 
to be increasing steadily. Ussher & Warren in 1900 in their 
Birds of Ireland gave its range as roughly to the east of a line 
from co. Antrim to co. Clare. In 1920 the bird had spread 
west of that line and appeared in co. Galway. 

It is interesting to note that the Stock-Dove has extended 
its range now to co. Mayo. My brother was the first to 
notice their presence, and it was not until this year that I had 
an opportunity of observing them myself. The first appeared 
in 1919 when my brother, while fishing in Hollymount 
Demesne, saw birds which he is now sure were Stock-Doves. 
In 1920 he saw a bird which he is now almost certain was a 
Stock-Dove, in Bloomfield ; this was on April 20th. In 
1921 he noted three on August 29th in Hollymount Demesne, 
and again on December 31st he saw a flock of eight to ten in 
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trees at Cloonee, on the shores of Lough Carra. In 1923 two 
pairs were seen in spring round Bloomfield House and looked 
like nesting, but my brother left home before he was able to 
ascertain if they bred. 

In 1924 I myself saw a Stock-Dove in Bloomfield on 
March 1st, and on my return from England on March 15th 
I was told that they had been heard near the house. Accor
dingly the following morning I was on the look out and before 
long saw two together in an old beech tree. 

It seems, however, tha t at present Stock-Doves are not 
very plentiful in the county, though in all probability they 
will increase. R O B E R T F . R U T T L E D G E . 

STONE-CURLEW IN D E R B Y S H I R E . 
I HAVE a Stone-Curlew {Burhinus ce. cedicnemus) in my 
possession which was shot at Shardlow, near Derby, on 
October 22nd, 1922. There is only one definite record of 
this species from the county : a bird shot near Overton Hall 
in 1890. C. B. CHAMBERS. 

A FOURTEENTH CENTURY PORTRAIT OF A 
PHEASANT. 

I N connection with the sixteenth century portrait of a 
Pheasant which has already been published in this magazine,* 
it is of interest to reproduce here the picture of a Pheasant 

A FOURTEENTH CENTURY PORTRAIT OF A PHEASANT. 

which forms part of the marginal adornment of the Louterell 
Psalter, f 

* British Birds Magazine, Vol. XV., p. 67 (see also Vol. XVII . , 
P- 36). 

f Louterell Psalter (Vol. 84 rev.) in MS. Dept., British Museum. 
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This Psalter is of a date not later than 1340 and is well 
known as providing pictures of the costumes, pastimes and 
occupations of the period. It is of English origin and is 
profusely decorated in the East Anglian style.* 

For permission to reproduce the picture of the Pheasant 
I have to thank the British Museum authorities, and it may 
be added that it is of the same size as the original which is in 
colour : the head and legs being dirty-white, the protuber
ances at the base of the bill red, the eye black, the eyelids 
margined in red, the head and neck green, the back black 
with white lines margined with grey, the breast, body, thighs 
and tail rufous-red heightened with black. 

The existence of this picture in the Louterell Psalter was 
made known to Mr. H. F. Witherby by Mr. Miller Christy 
and it seems only fair that this fact should be noted here. 

H. S. GLADSTONE. 

PATTERN OF GREATER WING-COVERTS IN COMMON 
PARTRIDGE. 

RECENTLY examining wings of males of the Common Partridge 
(Perdix p. perdix) I came across a pair in which the greater 
(major) coverts, instead of being cross-barred with buff, as 
they are, apparently, generally supposed always to be in the 
male, were, on the contrary, finely vermiculated, like the 
median coverts, but lacking the chestnut spot on the inner 
web. The shaft-streak was precisely similar to that in the 
median coverts. 

Now that attention has been drawn to this fact a large 
number of wings of males will probably be examined by 
readers of British Birds, and I suspect that it will be found 
this is a character due to age, perhaps advanced age. For 
the moment the material at hand for the investigation of this 
point is necessarily limited ; but it is to be hoped that all 
who can will give the subject careful attention as soon as the 
opportunity presents itself. It may, of course, prove to be 
that this is merely a case of individual variation, and not a 
stable, constantly recurring, character representing the final 
word in the assumption of the adult dress. W. P. PYCRAFT. 

[Mr. Pycraft has very kindly allowed me to examine the 
wings above described and I should say they were those of a 
somewhat abnormally coloured bird. The outer primaries 

* Facsimiles of Ancient Manuscripts, etc., pub. by The New 
Palaeographical Society; ed. by Edward Maunde Thompson and 
others. Vol. I., 1903-1912, letterpress to plates 41-43 and Society 
of Antiquaries of London ; Vetusta Monumenta, Vol. VI., 1885, letter
press to plates x x - x x v . 
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showed that the bird was more than a year old, but beyond 
that it is not possible, so far as I know, to ascertain the age 
by the plumage.—H.F.W.] 

BREEDING HABITS OF THE RED-LEGGED 
PARTRIDGE. 

As is well known in the Common Partridge (Perdix p, perdix) 
the hen only incubates and the cock takes his share in looking 
aiter the young. In the case of the Red-legged Partridge 
{Alectoris r. rufa), however, there seems considerable evidence 
to show that the hen lays two clutches of eggs, one of which 
is incubated by her and the other by the cock, while each 
looks after its own brood when hatched. 

The evidence I have for this at present is as follows : In 
1921 we had one pair of Red-legged Partridges opposite my 
house in Hampshire. I found a nest with ten eggs and no 
more eggs were laid in it for eighteen days. The hen then 
returned and laid three more eggs and began to sit. A week 
before her brood hatched a single Red-legged Partridge 
appeared with ten chicks. Both lots were often seen feeding, 
each with one old bird but never together. 

My friend, Mr. C. Alington of St. Neots, first mentioned to 
me some years ago that he noted this procedure and writes 
me that he has seen many broods of Red-legged Partridges 
but never with more than one old bird in attendance. He 
states that it is well known to Partridge keepers that the early 
nests and eggs are apparently deserted for from ten to twenty 
days, but that if they are not touched the bird returns and 
hatches them. He and his keeper, Smith, used twenty years 
ago to watch all the Partridges' nests most carefully, and 
Smith pointed out that there was nearly always a second nest 
of a Red-legged Partridge within 300 to 500 yards of the first 
(apparently deserted) nest, and that when the full complement 
of eggs had been laid in the second nest the first one had a 
bird on it, and incubation began in both nests almost 
simultaneously. 

The head-keeper at Laverstoke Park, a very observant 
man, writes as follows : " I should say the Red-leg hen lays 
two nests and the cock sits on one. I have never seen two 
old birds together when nesting, and I have never seen the 
cock bird come up to the hen when the eggs are hatching as 
the Common Partridge does." 

I hope that some of the readers of British Birds will be able 
to give some definite facts regarding this habit or will be in 
a position this year to make such observations as will afford 
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definite proof concerning it. Meanwhile, I may relate some 
observations made on a pair of Chukors (Alectoris grceca 
Cypriotes) which, although of a different species, support the 
view that this is a habit of Alectoris rufa. In 1920 Colonel 
R. Meinertzhagen brought me a pair of tame Chukors from 
Crete. These were pinioned and finally put into half an acre 
of rough grass and bushes which was wired in. No one was 
allowed inside because the birds desert so easily. About 
June 12th the male appeared with twelve chicks and on 
July 6th the female was seen with seven or eight. The male 
was lame and could thus be identified. From this time 
onwards the two broods were never seen together, and later 
two nests, one containing twelve egg-shells and three eggs 
and the other nine egg-shells, were found at opposite ends of 
the enclosure. M. PORTAL. 

WAXWING IN ESSEX.—Mr. W. E. Glegg has drawn our 
attention to a record in the Times of February 20th, 1924, 
of a Waxwing (Bombycilla garrulus) having been seen on 
January 19th, 20th and 21st at Church House, Walthamstow, 
by the Rev. J. H. Keen. Mr. Glegg adds that he has seen 
Mr. Keen and is quite satisfied with the correctness of the 
record. 

OIL-CLOGGED COMMON SCOTER INLAND IN CHESHIRE.— 
Mr. A. W. Boyd writes that a badly " oiled " drake Common 
Scoter (Oidemia n. nigra) was shot on Marbury Mere, near 
Northwich, Cheshire, on January 30th, 1924. The bird was 
emaciated and empty, the oil-clogged plumage having doubt
less prevented the bird from obtaining its food properly. 

GREEN SANDPIPERS IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE IN WINTER.— 
Dr. G. C. Low informs us that on December 29th, 1923, he 
saw two Green Sandpipers (Tringa ochropus) on a farm 
south-west of Colnbrook and shot one of them, an adult 
male, for identification. Some time after he saw another 
near the same place. 
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