
nOTES 
BROODING PRIOR TO LAYING. 

SOME notes on the above subject appeared in Vol. XIV. 
(pp. 159, 192). The following occurrences were noted during 
1924, and perhaps it is the rule, rather than the exception, 
for a certain amount of brooding to occur during the two or 
three days preceding the laying of the first egg. Thus at 
midday on May 4th a Skylark (Alauda a. arvensis) was put 
off its empty nest, and the following morning the nest held 
one egg. On April 24th and 25th I put a Mistle-Thrush 
(Turdus v. viscivorus) off its empty nest and on the 26th 
one egg had been laid. 

Occasionally, however, the period of brooding is more 
prolonged. On April 22nd my brother put a Chaffinch 
(Fringilla c. caslebs) off her empty nest, and again on the 
24th and 26th the bird was put off, but the first egg was not 
laid until the 28th. On November 21st, 1923, I noticed two 
Rooks (Corvus f. frugilegus) brooding on their nests, and these 
same nests held eggs the following April, but whether the 
eggs were the product of the above-mentioned Rooks I should 
not like to say. R. H. BROWN. 

INTERVAL BETWEEN THE BROODS OF DOUBLE 
AND TREBLE BROODED BIRDS. 

BUT little seems to have been observed or recorded regarding 
the interval which may occur between the broods of species 
which produce more than the one brood in a year, and I 
may mention two instances which have occurred this season 
(1924) in a friend's garden in Yorkshire which throw a little 
light on the subject. The garden is quite a small one, only 
some twenty yards square, and I can vouch for the accuracy 
of my friend's observations. A pair of Hedge-Sparrows 
(Prunella m. occidentalis)) hatched their first brood of five 
in April. When the young were about ten days old it was 
noticed that the hen was feeding them and at the same time 
was building a second nest in an adjoining bush. She made 
no secret of this and was clearly seen first to carry food to the 
brood and then to take material to the new nest. She did 
not succeed in completing this before the first egg of the 
second clutch was ready, for this was found laid on the 
ground, and subsequently two more of the eggs proved to 
be infertile, and she only raised two young ones in the second 
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brood. At the time of writing the bird is sitting on a third 
set of eggs in a third nest. The second case concerns a 
Blackbird (Tuvdus in. merula) which raised a brood of five 
in some ivy in the same small garden. On the very day that 
the young ones left the nest an egg, the first of the second 
clutch, was laid in the same nest, and five young ones were 
again raised in the same old nest. 

Here are two cases in which there was no interval whatever 
between two broods, in fact in the first case they actually 
overlapped, and further evidence would be valuable. 

A. ASTLEY. 

BIRDS ON THE ISLANDS OF SCILLY. 
THE following notes are supplemental to those published 
in Vol. XVII., pp. 55 and 91, and are the result of a visit to 
the islands from May 24th to June 2nd, 1924. 

A solitary male Chaffinch (Fringilla c. ccelebs) was seen on 
Treseo; a Warbler, one only and silent, probably Sedge, on 
St. Mary's ; Goldcrests (Regulus regv.lus), one seen, another 
heard, on Treseo. Sky-Larks (Alauda a. arvensis) were seen 
and heard on St. Mary's. (In 1923 I saw one bird for two 
visits, and have heard from other sources that last year 
showed an unusual deficiency of Sky-Larks.) On May 25th 
a bird was reported to me by two observers on Annet, which 
from its size and coloration—black, white and chestnut head 
—suggested a Woodchat, but it did not stop. 

I was again too late for Hoopoes and Orioles ; both species 
had appeared at Treseo Gardens, sung and moved on before 
May 24th. On the other hand a small flush of Turtle-Doves 
(Streptopelia turtur) was evident, a single bird being seen on 
May 27th on Annet—a most unsuitable locality—where it 
was being pursued by a Rock-Pipit, possibly being mistaken 
for a Cuckoo. Later, on St. Agnes, a small flock was seen. 
As neither Annet nor St. Agnes are likely breeding sites, the 
former having not one bush, it seems that the Scilly Islands 
are in the line of Turtle-Dove migration. 

One Great Northern Diver (Colymbus immer) in almost 
perfect breeding plumage was seen on May 25th. Three 
Glaucous Gulls (Larus hyperboreus) which have wintered at 
the Scillies were seen on Treseo Pool on June 1st.* Common 
Terns (Sterna hirtmdo) had eggs ; possibly fifty nests at one 
station. Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) in various plumages 
were still present on June 1st. A Heron (Ardea cinerea) on 
outlying rocks. Gannets seen daily both in adult and dark 
plumage. 

* See antea pp. 61-2.—EDS. 
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The destruction of Shearwaters (Puffinus p. puffinus) and 
Puffins (Fratercula a. grabce) by Greater Black-backed Gulls 
goes on, and I counted about forty corpses within forty feet 
linear. Sporadic and desultory efforts are being made to 
reduce the breeding stock of L. marinus, but the species is 
now well established and very numerous, breeding on un
inhabited islands and outlying rocks, and drastic measures 
will be needed to reduce its numbers to reasonable proportion. 
On June 2nd a continuous movement of Shearwaters was 
going from N.W. to S.E. off Land's End, about 150 to 200 
birds being counted. So far as I know, no breeding haunt 
of this species is recognized on the western Cornish coast. 

H. M. WALLIS. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF LINNET'S EGGS. 
ON June 25th, 1924,1 examined the nest of a Linnet (Curduelis 
c. cannabina) built in an apple-tree in my garden at Maidstone, 
and found it to contain seven eggs, all of the same type. 

W. WOOD. 

[The seven clutch is scarce in this species, but I have notes 
of several other instances, from Surrey (R. H. Read), Somerset 
(S. Lewis), Staffordshire (P. C. Dutton), Sussex (C. Smeed), 
etc.—F.C.R.J.] 

CHAFFINCH LAYING ON THE GROUND, 
ON June 5th (1924) as I was crossing a piece of meadowland 
at Wisley, Surrey, I put up a Chaffinch (Fringilla c. Calebs) 
from four eggs lying together on the bare earth. They were 
typical Chaffinch eggs and quite warm ; so she was evidently 
sitting. There was no attempt at a nest. They were amongst 
five or six sprouts of young bracken one foot high, but this 
afforded them no cover from sight, or shelter from rain. The 
meadow is surrounded by trees and hedges and it has also a 
good many clumps of gorse all quite suitable for a Chaffinch's 
nest. L. E. TAYLOR. 

LARGE CLUTCH OF YELLOW BUNTING'S EGGS. 
ON June 4th, 1924, I found near Eton, Bucks, the nest of a 
Yellow Bunting (Emberiza c. citrinella) in which was a clutch of 
nine eggs. Though probably the result of two hens laying in 
the same nest the eggs were similar in markings, except that six 
of them seemed to have a rather darker background. The 
hen was sitting on the eggs when the nest was found. 

A. MAYALL. 
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WOOD-LARKS BREEDING IN SHROPSHIRE AND 
WORCESTERSHIRE. 

THE present status of the Wood-Lark (Lullula a. arborea), a 
species that is evidently increasing in numbers and undergoing 
considerable modification in its distribution, will be of interest 
in years hence. I am not aware of this bird having been 
recorded as found existing until the last few years in either 
Shropshire or Worcestershire, and only a very few more or less 
indefinite instances of its occurrence seem to have been given. 

It is, I think, to the indefatigable investigations of Mr. E. 
Chance that we owe the earliest finding of the nest and eggs 
in Shropshire and that in 1921, since when several additional 
pairs have been found by him nesting in the same area. 

Working over a less restricted tract of country during the 
present year (1924) I have been able to locate some twenty 
pairs within a six-mile circle, and I doubt if this number could 
not have been further increased. 

Mr. C. Oldham and I found this species commonly within 
the Worcestershire area where similar conditions of country 
prevailed as in Shropshire, and in two instances we found them 
with young. Various instances of their occurrence in the 
latter county apart from this area referred to are also to 
hand, the most recent and distant being on June 23rd, when 
I heard one in good song on the Cotswolds above Broadway, 
just where the county adjoins Gloucestershire. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

GREY WAGTAIL NESTING IN A TREE. 
ON June 22nd, 1924, I found the nest of a Grey Wagtail 
(Motacilla c. cinerea), containing six fledged young, in an elm 
tree beside the river Caldew, Cumberland. The nest was 
placed in a fork of the tree, against the stem, and was 
approximately twenty feet from the ground. R. H, BROWN. 

PIED FLYCATCHER IN WORCESTERSHIRE AND 
SHROPSHIRE. 

IN 1921 (Vol. XV., p. 43) the Pied Flycatcher (Muscicapa h. 
hypoleuca) was first recorded as nesting in Worcestershire. 
On May 17th, 1924, Mr. C. Oldham and I located a male in 
full song in a wooded valley dividing the two counties, some 
four miles distant from the other nesting site. A further visit 
with Mr. H. E. Forrest a week afterwards satisfied us that the 
pair were nesting there and so they were left without further 
molestation. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

UNUSUAL POSITION FOR WILLOW-WARBLER'S NEST. 
A PAIR of Willow-Warblers (Phyttoscopus t. trochilus) built a 
nest this year (1924} at a height of 11 ft. 6 in. from the ground 
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in jasmine growing up a house at Beckfoot, Raughton Head, 
Cumberland. The young left the nest on July 8th. 

E. U. SAVAGE. 

[This is an unusual but not unprecedented case. A nest 
12 ft. from the ground is recorded in the Zool., 1899, p. 556 ; 
13-J ft. (Brit. B., XL, p. 90) ; 15 it. (Zool., 1868, p.'i294) and 
16 ft. (Zool., 1872, p. 3228). Details of these and other 
instances will be found, Brit. B., XL, p. 91.—F.C.R.J.] 

BLACK REDSTART NESTING IN SOUTH ENGLAND. 

THE Black Redstart, Phcenicurus ochrurus gihraltariensis, is 
described in the Check List as a scarce passage-migrant 
and winter visitor," and in the Practical Handbook is the 
remark that " reports of breeding (in Britain) are not sub
stantiated." After looking up the references cited by Harting 
in his Handbook of British Birds I am satisfied that this 
verdict is just, for in every case but one the identification 
seems to have been from white eggs, and not from birds. 
Mr. Miller Christy has dealt with the Essex report, where " a 
dark-coloured bird with a red tail " was seen near a nest in 
an ivy-covered trunk ; he believes that the bird was a Common 
Redstart, nesting in the vicinity, but the nest and eggs, which 
he has seen, are those of a Redbreast. One instance, from the 
Isle of Wight, perhaps the most likely locality, I have not 
traced, for it is mentioned on the authority of Bond but 
without reference. White eggs discovered in nests in hedge-
cuttings or similar unlikely spots may be dismissed at once. 

Whether or not the Black Redstart,has nested in earlier 
years in Britain we cannot tell, but it certainly did so in 1923 
and 1924. Unfortunately I dare not give the locality, except 
that the nest was in a cliff face on the South Coast, where a 
number regularly winter. For the same reason the discoverer 
desires that his name shall not be mentioned, as he has no 
wish that through him the pair, if they nest again, should be 
molested. The credit for the discovery is, however, his 
entirely. 

In August, 1923, I received a letter informing me that the 
writer had in the previous autumn watched a pair of Black 
Redstarts on the cliffs, and in May of that year a pair again 
appeared at the same place. They were interested in one 
particular spot, but my friend could not locate a nest. He 
was unable to visit the locality again until the end of June, 
when he discovered that the old birds were accompanied by 
four or five young birds, and on one occasion saw the male 
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bird feed one. I was satisfied that there was no error in 
identification, but decided to say nothing until I had seen 
the birds, and asked permission to visit the spot if the pair 
returned this year. Not only did they return—they were not 
noticed in that locality during the winter—but my friend 
discovered the nest and watched the old birds visiting it with 
food. Owing to its situation he could not see into the nest, 
but could hear the young ones cheeping. 

On June 14th, 1924, through my friend's kindness, I visited 
the spot and saw the nesting hole at the top of a crack in a 
steep cliff. I should judge that it was between fifty and 
sixty feet above us in a practically inaccessible position. 
Both the old birds were moving about the cliff face, very 
anxious, and we found that the young had left the nest and 
were able to fly for a short distance. We discovered the 
male by hearing his ticking alarm note, and whilst we were 
watching him he called a short wheezy chitter, which may 
have been an attempt at song. As he perched on a buttress 
his dark head and black throat and breast were very distinct, 
contrasted with the white wing-patch. He had a sprinkling 
of grey or white at the base of the bill. 

The young birds, three at least, were flitting amongst the 
fallen rocks that littered the beach, and they frequently 
perched on rocks and stones within a few yards of us. As 
they faced us their throats and breasts appeared to be soft 
mouse-grey, a little darker than in the female, but their upper 
parts, seen less distinctly, looked browner. The chestnut on 
the tail and rump was very distinct, but the tails shorter 
than in the mature birds. The bills of the young were 
remarkably pale—indeed as they faced us they looked almost 
white. The old birds, in striking contrast to the behaviour 
of those I have seen in winter, were nervous and restless ; 
they dropped to the young occasionally, but we did not see 
them give any food. T. A. COWARD. 

[Records of supposed breeding in Great Britain are dealt 
with in an article by me in the Zoologist, 1916, pp. 417-421. 
-F .C.R.J . ] 

NIGHTINGALE BREEDING IN N.W. SOMERSET. 

IT may be of interest to record the breeding of the Nightingale 
(Luscinia m. megarhyncha) in a wood near Minehead in 1924. 
The nest contained young and both parents were busily 
engaged in feeding on June 9th, and I am therefore inclined 
to think the wood held more than one pair ot these birds, as 
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the characteristic notes were heard in quite another part on 
the same morning. M. M. SELMAN. 

[This is an old locality (c/., Vol, V., p. 9), but it is of 
interest to know that the bird is still breeding at this point 
on the western edge of its range.—N.F.T.] 

SAND-MARTINS AND BLACKCAPS ON LUNDY. 
As more information on the occurrence of the above species 
on Lundy is probably desirable than that already given by 
Capt. L.'R. W. Loyd (Vol. XVI., pp. 151-152), I can state 
that during a recent visit, June 6th to 14th, 1924, whenever 
I was on the north end I saw Sand-Martins (Riparia r. 
riparia) flying around the boulders above the " Constable " 
rock. It is difficult to state the exact number, for one might 
see the same birds again and again, but there were quite five 
or six and they appeared to me to be breeding. On the 
evening of the 13th one bird alighted on the rounded edge 
of a segment of granite and entered the crevice between the 
boulders. I tried to get up to it but could not. If breeding, 
the bird appeared to me to be visiting its sitting mate rather 
than feeding young. 

After landing on the island on June 6th the first bird that 
drew my attention was a Blackcap (Sylvia a. atricapilla) 
which was singing on the slope near the fishermen's cottage, 
S.E. After that I heard the song often, and once from two 
different birds, but in the same neighbourhood, between the 
beach and the villa. I did not look for a nest but the thick 
bramble growth in places seemed very likely. 

STANLEY LEWIS. 

EARLY LAYING OF CUCKOO. 
MR. F. HOWARD LANCUM'S record (antea, p. 56) of an egg of 
the Cuckoo on April 26th, 1924, and that of Mr. Walmesley 
White who found a young bird on May 30th (antea, p. 57), are 
both remarkably early dates and it may be of some interest 
to review other cases of a similar kind. 

Mr. J. O. Harper (Z00L, 1851, p. 3115) states that a boy 
found the nest of a Hedge-Sparrow with a Cuckoo's egg on 
April 5th, 1851, at Lakenham, Norfolk. On April 16th, 1898, 
a fresh Cuckoo's egg was brought in by a boy to Mr. C. 
Ashdown of Shrewsbury, but the Cuckoo's note was not 
heard in the district until the 24th (Caradoc and Sev. Valley 
F.C. Report for 1898, p. 18). The evidence in both cases is 
somewhat defective, and there is always the possibility of a 
mistake in identification. 
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On April 28th, 1894, Mr. H. S. B. Goldsmith states that 
his son took a Cuckoo's egg from a nest of the Robin in 
Somerset (Zool, 1894, p. 224). This was in a year when the 
arrival of the Cuckoo in March and early April was reported 
from at least two localities in England. The late Mr. A. W. 
Johnson found a Cuckoo's egg in a Hedge-Sparrow's nest 
on April 29th, 1912, in Berkshire (Brit, Birds, VI., p. 18), 
and other cases have been reported on April 30th from Surrey 
(F. C. Selous) and Cheshire (F. S. Graves). Even during the 
first week of May records of eggs are not numerous and it 
was surprising to find that in the cold and backward spring 
of 1924, besides the two extraordinary records quoted above, 
no fewer than three hen Cuckoos were laying wi hin a radius 
of a few miles in one locality in north-west Berkshire by 
May 8th, and in two cases the eggs had been incubated for 
two or three days. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

EARLY BREEDING OF CUCKOO IN KIRKCUD
BRIGHTSHIRE. 

WITH reference to the notes on the early breeding of the 
Cuckoo (Cumins c. canorus) in the last number (pp. 56 to 59) 
the following may be of interest:— 

At Bridge of Dee, Kirkcudbrightshire, on May 16th, 1917, 
I found a nest of a Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella m. occidental-is) 
containing a young Cuckoo, and on May n t h , 1918, in the 
same hedge, and not far from the nest I found in the previous 
year, I found another Hedge-Sparrow's nest containing a 
young Cuckoo. Both these young birds were well covered 
with feathers, and had evidently been hatched for several 
days. As the period of incubation is about thirteen days, and 
taking into consideration the size of the young birds found, the 
eggs must have been laid at an early date. 

STANLEY PERSHOUSE. 

EARLY BREEDING OF CUCKOO IN DORSETSHIRE. 
WITH reference to the notes on the early breeding of the 
Cuckoo already published (antea, pages 56-59) it may be of 
interest to note that I found, near Sherborne, a young Cuckoo 
in the nest of a Hedge-Sparrow, on May 14th, 1924. The 
bird was well-feathered and, therefore, must have been 
hatched some days, and taking the incubation period at 
twelve days at least, the egg must have been laid on April 26th, 
or thereabouts. C. PALMER, 

ON THE SIZE OF A YOUNG CUCKOO. 
THIS year (1924) I knew of an egg of a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. 
canorus) in a Pied Wagtail's (Motacilla a. yarrellii) nest. 
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Three of the Wagtails hatched out on June 4th, and the 
Cuckoo and the other Wagtail on June 5th. Two of the 
Wagtails were turned out on the night of June 6th, and one 
on the morning of June 7th, the Cuckoo having tumbled out 
with it, owing to the nest being damaged, had to be 
replaced. As the Cuckoo was considerably smaller than the 
remaining Wagtail I weighed them. The Cuckoo weighed 
96 grains, the Wagtail 186. 

The next morning they were both outside the nest dead. 
The Cuckoo then weighed 108 grains, the Wagtail 190, so 
that the Cuckoo had gained 12 grains in about eighteen hours, 
whereas the Wagtail only 4. This is not surprising, because 
when the Cuckoo was handled it always held up its head with 
its mouth wide open, whereas the Wagtails very seldom 
opened their mouths. NORMAN H. JOY. 

LITTLE OWL IN LANCASHIRE. 
REFERRING to Mr. Robinson's notes on occurrences of the 
Little Owl (Athene n: vidalii) in Lancashire (antea, p. 23), I 
mav add that I observed this bird in and around my garden 
at Prestwich (about four miles from the centre of Manchester) 
from August 29th to September 2nd, 1923. There were 
two birds and they were continually calling to each other 
during the night and early morning. I may say that I am 
familiar with this bird in North Africa, where they are both 
very plentiful and tame, and I have also heard it on occasions 
in Northamptonshire, but this is my first and only record of 
its appearance in this district, where my observations cover 
a period of twenty-seven years. G. TOWNSEND. 

TAWNY OWL HATCHING FOWL'S EGGS. 
LAST year (1923) the grieve of a farm near Kingoldrum, 
Forfarshire, suspected that one of his hens was " laying 
away." During his search in the stackyard he found a 
Tawny Owl (Strix a. sylvatica) sitting on eggs in the middle 
of a corn stack, which had been built on raised iron standards. 
As he had discovered an Owl's nest in a somewhat similar 
position the previous year, he reported the matter to me on 
May 16th. I found that the nest was situated about ten feet 
from the ground almost in the centre of the stack, at the end 
of a horizontal passage, which had been left for ventilation. 
With the aid of a ladder I could clearly see the brooding 
"bird, and it made no attempt to leave during my inspection. 
On my next visit to the farm, the grieve told me that on 
June 1st he had found a live newly-hatched chicken on the 
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ground beside the stack; on the day after there was a second 
one, dead. The following day he removed a third, which was 
running about at the entrance of the nesting passage. When 
I went to the stack (June 4th) there was a fourth lying dead 
where the second had been found. The Owl was sitting on 
the nest and I could hear a faint sound of cheeping. Two 
hours later, the cheeping was much louder, and on looking 
in I saw the Owl sitting with closed eyes, a chicken perched 
on its back. Carefully inserting my walking-stick I attempted 
to draw the chicken out with the crook, but, when it was 
almost within my grasp, it escaped and ran back to its foster-
parent, which moved her wing to allow it to obtain cover, 
and after a gentle shuffle continued to brood, I then worked 
the crook under the Owl's wing and in this way succeeded in 
capturing the chick. The Owl continued to sit for several 
days without any further success. On examination an 
Owl's and a hen's egg were found in the nest, both infertile. 
It is probable that the hen which laid away gained access to 
the nesting-hole by fluttering from a pole propped against 
the stack. The three chicks which were rescued alive were 
placed under a hen and reared successfully. 

T. LESLIE SMITH. 

HOBBY IN SHROPSHIRE AND WORCESTERSHIRE. 
IN Vol. XIII., p. 84, the Hobby (Fako subbuteo) is recorded 
as visiting the Dowles Valley on June 4th, 1919, and 
remaining some time in the vicinity of my house. At midday 
on June 16th, of the present year (1924), I saw one and 
watched its delightful wanderings over the same area but for 
a much shorter time, but it leads one to think it must have 
been the same bird following the same line of passage as five 
years ago. 

The only other local record I have of the species since the 
earlier date was one seen whilst I was in company with 
Mr. R. Chase on June 23rd, 1923, passing rapidly over the 
town of Bewdley in a south-westerly direction. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

GADWALLS AND POCHARD IN N. WALES IN JUNE. 
DURING a holiday spent in the Lleyn Peninsula this year 
(1924), I was fortunate enough to see a pair of Gadwalls 
(Anas strepera) on a marsh near the sea coast. I first saw 
them on June 9th, when the two birds were seen together. 
Subsequently I saw one only—on June 15th and 17th. 

There is no doubt in my own mind that they were nesting, 
though I was unable to find the nest itself. 

F 
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The bird I saw most frequently was, I think, the drake in 
partial " eclipse," the under tail-coverts not being distinctly 
black. The bird could, however, fly well, and once when it 
passed directly overhead I heard the whistle of its wings. 
The white patch in the speculum showed a little in both 
birds when swimming, but most distinctly when the bird 
flapped its wings, and, of course, when in flight. I watched 
one bird feeding for some time, but never saw it " up-end." 
It swam with head stretched forward, neck almost awash, 
and was taking some kind of food from the surface of the 
water. 

This, I believe, is the first record of the species in Carnarvon 
in summer. 

There was a Common Pochard {Nyroca f. ferina) drake on 
the same water. As far as I could see he was in winter 
plumage. I suspect that he too had a mate sitting, though 
I never saw anything of her. He was at the same spot (just 
beside a reed bed) on June 9th, 12th and 17th. 

R. M. GARNETT. 

EARLY NEST OF TUFTED DUCK IN AYRSHIRE. 
As all authorities seem agreed that June is the usual month 
for the Tufted Duck (Nyroca fuligula) to lay, it may be well 
to report that a nest of five eggs of this species was found on 
a loch 800 feet above sea level in Ayrshire on May 17th, 1924. 
The nest was deserted and I identified the eggs by the down 
in June. As a rule no eggs are laid here before June. 

E. RICHMOND PATON. 
[As stated in the Practical Handbook, p. 324, the last fort

night of May is the usual laying time in England and the end 
of May and early June in Scotland.—F.C.R.J.] 

NESTING SEASON OF THE DUNLIN. 
As the nesting period for the Dunlin (Calidris alpina) is 
given in the Practical Handbook as the second or third week in 
May according to altitude, I submit a few dates for this district, 
at an elevation of 700-800 feet. 

Mr. John Robertson found and recorded eggs upon the 
30th April in one year, and although I used to look for eggs 
in June I now find that the first or second week in May is the 
usual date. On June 4th, 1922, eggs were just hatched, while 
this year (1924) a nest under observation hatched upon the 
1st of that month. In 1922 I have a note " Dunlin hatched 
and run. 2.6.22." These records refer to either Ayrshire or 
Renfrewshire at high altitudes. E. RICHMOND PATON. 
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LARGE BROOD OF DUNLINS. 
ON June 12th, 1924, I was on one of the Solway Marshes 
looking for young birds to ring, and during my search I put 
a Dunlin (Calidris a. schinzii) off a brood of six nestlings, all 
the same size, and two or three days old. R. H. BROWN. 

[Mr. S. Boorman found a nest of six eggs in the Orkneys in 
1905, which have the appearance of being a clutch.—F.C.R.J.] 

DEMOISELLE CRANE IN NORFOLK. 
AT 10 a.m. on June 17th, 1924, when staying at Blakeney, 
I was not a little surprised to see a Crane fly in from due 
north, i.e., the direction of the sea, and alight upon a grazing 
marsh. Needless to say, I immediately stalked it, and upon 
getting within range with a pair of field-glasses discovered 
that it was a Demoiselle Crane {Anthropoides virgo). It 
appeared to be tired, and immediately upon alighting com
menced to dress its plumage, frequently rubbing its head and 
neck against its back and shoulders, but upon my attempting 
to approach nearer than the distance of some 200 yards from 
which I was observing it, it immediately took wing, but 
settled again at the further end of the same marsh. Here I 
had it under observation at varying ranges up to 200 yards 
for the greater part of the day, during most of which time 
it was walking briskly about feeding, and through my glasses 
I could see it picking off and swallowing the yellow flowers 
of buttercups. 

It was still on the same marsh on the morning of June 18th, 
after which I left the neighbourhood for a week, but a good 
observer whom I informed of its presence failed to find it 
there in the afternoon, and it has not been seen since. I 
have since learnt, however, that a shepherd, during the 
previous few weeks, had reported seeing from time to time 
upon the same marsh a bird, which from his description it 
was thought locally might be a Crane. But as it was never 
seen by any of the local keepers or gunners, or by anybody 
with any knowledge of birds, it is, I think, impossible to say 
whether this was the same bird, or whether it was a Crane at all. 

The Demoiselle Crane is so often kept in confinement that 
there is a strong likelihood of the bird I saw being an " escape." 
At the same time I should imagine that few, if any, imported 
birds are kept full winged, more especially as I learn that 
their market price since the war is £16 the pair. 

That both wings of the bird I watched were quite perfect 
I have no doubt, as I had two excellent views of it flying, and 
this fact, as well as its shyness, are to my mind, at least 
suggestive of its being a genuine wild one. 
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Should this note catch the eye of anyone who knows of the 
recent escape of a Demoiselle Crane, it is much to be hoped 
that they will report the fact and thus clear up the mystery 
of this bird's appearance upon the north Norfolk Coast. 

B. B. RIVIERE. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE RING-NECKED 
PHEASANT TO GREAT BRITAIN. 

IN connection with what I have already written on this 
subject,* it is interesting to note that Mr. H. F. Witherby 
has drawn my attention to the fact that Thomas Pennant 
made the following note in 1768 :— 

" Mr. Brooks, the bird-merchant in Holborn, shewed us 
a variety of the common pheasant, which he thought came 
from China; the male of which had a white ring round 
its neck ; the other colors resembled those of the common 
species, but were more brilliant."f 

So far as I know this is the earliest record of the Ring-necked 
Pheasant in England. HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 
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