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LETTERS. 

THE NORMAL CLUTCH OF SANDWICH TERNS' EGGS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Referring to my remarks in British Birds (Vol. XVIL, 
pp. 189, 249) about what I believe to be the extreme rarity of a genuine 
clutch of three eggs of the Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis) in 
this country, I may say tha t out of over 400 nests in one Norfolk 
colony this season (1924) there was again no single clutch of three 
eggs and only 185 " twos." CLIFFORD D. BORRER. 

8th July, 1924. 

A PRACTICAL METHOD OF RECORDING BIRD-CALLS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The application of Professor Rowan's method described in 
his article in the June 1924 issue should prove of considerable value 
in the identification of birds by their notes, but with a view to attaining 
the highest degree of accuracy it is essential tha t the phonetic renderings 
should be as correct as possible. For instance, the ordinary call of 
the Cuckoo, which is taken to illustrate the article above referred to, 
sounds to me, and to friends of mine interested in birds, like " whook-00 " 
rather than " cucb-oo." Whilst, of course, the Cuckoo's note is well-
known, the addition of alternative phonetic renderings would, in certain 
cases, seem desirable where this method is employed in any published 
work. 

May I suggest tha t a useful purpose would be served if a committee 
of ornithologists were formed to undertake the compilation of a work 
giving the song and call-notes of British birds, based as far as possible 
on Professor Rowan's method. If readers of British Birds, all, or 
practically all, of whom must be keen ornithologists, were to submit 
to such a committee lists of bird-call records, careful consideration of 
them should produce almost accurate results. SYDNEY G. POOCK. 
" COVERAC;K," CECII. ROAD, E N F I E L D , gth July, 1924. 

SONG-THRUSH AND OTHER BIRDS IMITATING WADERS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS ,—I have read with interest Mr. C. I. Evans' note on Song-Thrush 
utilising in its song the notes of Curlew and Redshank. 

I have noticed similar occurrences myself, and it would be interesting 
to hear the experiences of other readers of British Birds. 

In the Outer Hebrides, where the chief song bird is the Skylark, one 
finds nearly all of them imitating the Dunlin's alarm note and incor
porating it into their song. This year I have heard a Song-Thrush and, 
more remarkable still, a Chaffinch, mimicking the mating song of the 
Greenshank. AUDREY GORDON. 

ACHANTOUL, AVIEMORE, INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,'—In answer to Mr. C. I. Evan's question (antea, p. 62), I am 
almost certain of having heard myself, either in Scotland or Ireland, 
the notes of both Curlew and Redshank incorporated into the songs 
of the Song-Thrush, but hesitate to say so definitely as memory 
becomes a fickle thing after the lapse of years. 

To aid in substantiating his belief, however, I can give the following 
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two definite instances, within my recent experience, of the Song-
Thrush reproducing notes of birds other than those of the Curlew and 
Redshank, e.g., (i) At Malahide, co. Dublin, in 1922, a Song-Thrush 
•breeding in the grounds of the rectory, regularly incorporated into its 
song the notes of the breeding Terns which i t could easily hear from 
where it was nesting. (2) In Hertfordshire this spring a Song-Thrush 
gave an excellent representation of notes of the Nightingale in a spot 
where the latter was common. 

Songs, notes, and calls of birds tha t are uttered a t night, when other
wise comparative silence reigns, seem to be those which most readily 
impress themselves on the memory cells of diurnal song birds gifted 
with the capacity for reproducing such impressions. 

H. A. F . MAGRAXH. 
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