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LETTERS. 
CHAFFINCH NESTING ON T H E GROUND. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS, 

SIRS,—Referring to Mrs. Taylor's note (antea, p. 74), I once found 
the nest of a Chaffinch (Fringilla c. ccelebs) built on the ground a t the 
foot of a hazel bush a t Wilsden. There was no lack of more suitable 
•nesting places in the immediate neighbourhood of this nest. 

E . P . BtJTTERFIELD. 

ABERRANT SONG OF CHIFFCHAFF. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—-On June 15th, 1924, near Cumdivock, Cumberland, I listened 
to a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus c. collybita) singing, and after uttering its 
own song the bird ended with a portion of the Willow-Warbler's song. 
This performance was repeated several times, and then the Chiffchaff 
devoted itself exclusively to its own song. This is an interesting 
confirmation of the aberrant song of this species as already noticed 
by Messrs. C. W. Colthrup and B. Lloyd (Vol. XVI. , pp. 134, 161, 227). 

R. H. BROWN. 

SONG-THRUSH AND OTHER BIRDS IMITATING WADERS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Referring to the letters under the above heading (antea, 
p . 88), I have, on several occasions this year, heard a Song-Thrush 
in my garden incorporating the call of the Curlew into its song. The 
imitation was remarkable for its accuracy, but the notes were much 
weaker than those of the Curlew, and it was this which led me to 
investigate and to discover that i t was a Song-Thrush which was 
producing them. Sometimes I heard just the call of the Curlew 
repeated once or twice only, a t others the call of the Curlew preceded 
and concluded by the ordinary notes of the Thrush without any break. 
LOXBEARE, TIVERTON, DEVON. STANLEY PERSHOUSE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—-On several occasions I have heard a Song-Thrush using the 
call-note of the Redshank in its song, and first find this mentioned 
in my notes for March, 1918. I have no note of the Song-Thrush 
imitating the Curlew, but have heard Starlings using the rippling note 
of the latter. 

I can also corroborate Mrs. Audrey Gordon's statement tha t Skylarks 
will include the alarm-note of the Dunlin in their songs. 

R. H. BROWN. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to Mr. C. I . Evans's note (antea, p . 62), it may 
be of interest to record that in June of this year (1924), a t Mickle 
Trafford, near Chester, there was a Song-Thrush in the garden which 
was continually imitating the Redshank which were breeding not far 
away and could be heard from the garden. The imitation was so 
good that , a t first, I thought the notes were made by the Redshank. 

H I L D A T E R R A S . 
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T H E NORMAL CLUTCH OF SANDWICH TERN'S EGGS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

S I R S , — I agree with Mr. Borrer t ha t a genuine clutch of three eggs 
of the Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis) is an extreme r a r i t y ; 
I have never seen one. Many people know the Drigg Colony better 
than I do, but during three visits there I have never seen a clutch of 
three eggs. But in a colony in the Orkneys tha t I know extremely 
well one egg is as common as two eggs. I should like to correct a 
statement in A Hand-List of British Birds, on page 193, where in a 
note I am quoted as saying that this bird breeds on Sanday and not 
North Ronaldshay; the facts are that it varies from island to island, 
and this, as far as I can judge, depends on whether i t i s badly " harried " 
or not. Generally speaking, every egg of every bird is systematically 
taken by children and the contents broken into skim milk and given 
to calves. On several occasions I have met children with a bucket full 
of eggs, amongst them being Sandwich Terns, Red-necked Phalaropes 
and various Gulls and Ducks. JAMES R. H A L E . 
August 8th, 1924. 

In Mr. O. A. J. Lee's work on British Birds in their Nesting Haunts 
there is a beautiful photograph of a clutch of three eggs of the Sandwich 
Tern taken on the Fames on May 10th, 1893 (Vol. I., p . 72). This 
author states tha t there were over 200 nests that year on an islet 
joined to the inner Wide-opens a t low water and that the eggs were 
usually three in number and one nest was seen with four eggs in i t . 
In 1918, on the other hand, I did not see a single set of three out of 
some hundreds examined, although they undoubtedly occur there. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 
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