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REVIEWS. 
Systerna Avium Ethiopicarum. A Systematic List of the Birds of the 

Ethiopian Region. By William Lutley Sclater, M.A., M.B.O.U. 
(Prepared in conjunction with special committees of the British 
and American Ornithologists' Unions.) P a r t i . Published by the 
British Ornithologists' Union and sold by Wheldon & Wesley Ltd. 

T H I S work is the forerunner of an important series of lists of the birds 
of each zoogeographical region which it has been agreed shall be under
taken jointly by the British and American Ornithologists' Unions. 
The former is to be responsible for the birds of the Old World and the 
latter for those of the New World. This volume forms part I . of the 
list of birds of the Ethiopian region and covers all the orders except 
the Passeres. Although the compilation of the list is the work of 
Mr. W. L. Sclater, the MS. and proofs have been approved by the special 
committees appointed for the purpose by each Union and the work 
thus has wide authority. I t is hoped that the lists prepared under 
these committees will form a sure basis for a stabilized nomenclature. 
Systematic writers should certainly use the names adopted in these 
lists so far as purely nomenclatural questions are concerned, though 
what species should be grouped under what genera and what sub
species should be accepted, and taxonomic questions of a like nature, 
must of course be open for discussion for many years to come. 

Mr. Sclater defines the Ethiopian region as embracing that portion 
of Africa and the Arabian Peninsula lying south of the tropic of Cancer, 
and he includes a number of islands. Original references are given 
for both generic, specific and subspecific names, the method of fixing 
the type of the genus is explained and the type locality of the species 
or subspecies is stated. An English name is also given for each bird 
and its distribution is defined. 

In considering the list from the standpoint of British birds i t is 
interesting to note how many there are common to both lists; but of 
all those in the present volume there are very few which breed both 
in the British Islands and also in the Ethiopian region. The Common 
Heron and the Kentish Plover are perhaps the only certain ones ; the 
Osprey might also be included did i t still breed in the British Isles ; 
the Shoveler and the Tufted Duck are said to breed in Abyssinia, but 
Mr. Sclater evidently does not regard this as proved ; the Land-Rail 
" perhaps sometimes breeding" is another doubtful case; the Little 
Tern which breeds on the west coast is thought probably to belong to 
a distinct race, as is the common Bee-Eater which has been recorded 
as occasionally nesting in South Africa. 

The Biology of Birds, By J. Arthur Thomson, M.A., LL.D., Professor 
of Natural History in the University of Aberdeen. Pp . xi,~436, 
with text illustrations and nine half-tone plates. (Sidgwick & 
Jackson.) 16s. net. 

PROFESSOR THOMSON has produced many delightful works, and to 
these the present work—thorough, informative and entertaining—is 
a notable addition. The book, the general production of which leaves 
nothing to be desired, deals with birds from the viewpoint of the 
general biologist. The why and the wherefore of migration, sexual 
display, structure, egg coloration, etc. ; the evolution and pedigree 
of birds ; the origin and mechanism of flight; birds and adaptation ; 
birds as a sector in the web of life—these are the sort of lines along 
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which our author leads us. He is for the moment a lecturer on 
biology whose illustrations are drawn entirely from the realms of 
ornithology. The treatment is not new, but the rate of scientific 
progress is such that an up-to-date work of the kind was needed. 

The interest of the book is enhanced by the fact that the author 
eschews dogmatism. He considers every question from all aspects 
and gives every par ty a fair hearing. This manner of handling the 
subject is productive of surprises. The chapter on migration is, for 
instance, with the exception of the short introductory one, the briefest 
in the volume. Yet there are very few birds, perhaps none a t all, 
that do not show the migratory impulse a t some time or another. I t 
is one of the most universal of avian characteristics. I t has been 
noticed and commented on from the days of Aristotle. But so little 
is it understood that a comprehensive presentaticn of its variocs 
aspects is achieved in fifteen pages. Biologically speaking, migration 
remains a mystery. 

I t seems to me that there exists a reason for such an unfortunate 
s ta te of affairs and it is emphasized in another, and very useful, section 
of the book, the bibliography. In the nine pages of " books and 
papers referred to in the text " one looks almost in vain for the familiar 
names of well-known ornithologists. True, there are some, but the 
vast majority are those of eminent zoologists, physiologists, anatomists, 
and even palaeontologists. I t seems almost incredible that an excellent 
bird book could be produced with such scanty reference to bird men, 
but it serves to accentuate the chasm that exists between ornitholo
gists and biologists. Biology implies the study of the fttos of the 
bird, and no amount of specialized knowledge on the third ccecum or 
vitelline capsules can altogether atone for its absence. As one turns 
over the pages of this work, the eye is caught by one statement after 
another which betrays a lack of acquaintance with the living bird. 
Matthew Arnold's " beautiful suggestion of the social stimulus " 
causing a captive Stork to ut ter " a long complaining cry " a t the 
sight of its relatives on migration (p. 170) has no doubt a substratum 
of t ruth in it, but the stimulus would not be manifested by a physical 
impossibility. If Hitzheimer really found the male Goshawks 
considerably larger than the females as stated on p. 209, we can only 
state tha t his experience differs from tha t of all other ornithologists. 
Norfolk naturalists will be surprised to learn that the Bittern is no 
longer a breeding bird in Britain (p. 157). Is it local patriotism 
which leads Professor Thomson to speak of the Red Grouse as having 
been introduced elsewhere " as on upland heaths in the north of 
England, on many Welsh moors and on many Irish hills," although 
i t is indigenous in all three countries ? (p. 154.) On the same page 
we find the surprising assertion tha t the Kittiwake remains at the 
sea cliffs throughout the year ! We think few field ornithologists 
would class the Cormorants among birds " which only enter the water 
occasionally." (p. 148.) To class the Alpine Swift as a " mountain 
bird " in the sense tha t the Ptarmigan and Snow Finch are mountain 
dwellers is also quite misleading, and we should be interested to learn 
details of the " noble Falcon " whose eyry is typically on a cliff, but 
which may nest occasionally in a marsh (p. 295). Fantail Warblers 
do not sew leaves together t o make their nests, still less do they knot 
the thread with which they sew (p. 295). Fortunately there is a 
tendency, very strongly marked at the present time, for the trained 
scientist to take more interest in the great problems of the field and 
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for the bird student to become more enquiring into the scientific 
reason of things. When amalgamation of interests has taken place 
we can surely expect an increased knowledge on such an absorbing 
-topic as migration. 

The Biology of Birds should be read—and it will inevitably be 
•enjoyed—-by every ornithologist, for it will reveal those problems and 
points of view tha t a t t ract the attention of the trained laboratory 
•scientist. To the latter, to whom we can commend the volume no 
less heartily, it will demonstrate the wealth of research material t ha t 
birds have to offer, material t ha t has been casually turned over from 
-time to time, but has never been submitted t o scientific analysis. 
Co-operation and mutual understanding are more needed to-day in 
the study of bird-life than in probably any other branch of science. 
Professor Thomson's book cannot fail t o go a long way towards 
stimulating such co-operation. 
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