
MOTES 
" BRITISH BIRDS " MARKING SCHEME. 

" RINGERS " are requested to send in to the Editor, not later 
than November ist, their schedules, together with a list 
showing the number of each species ringed, 

THE INTERVAL BETWEEN BROODS OF DOUBLE-
AND TREBLE-BROODED BIRDS. 

WITH reference to the recent notes on the intervals between 
broods of double- and treble-brooded birds (antea, pp. 72,106), 
the following observations, taken in 1921, on the nesting of 
a pair of Robins (Erithacus r. melophilus) may be of interest. 

The first nest was in an ivy-covered stump, the second in 
some ivy on the house wall across a lawn, about twenty 
yards from the first, and the third was near the first in the 
ivy on the stump. 

Nest First No. of Young left nest, 
complete. egg. eggs. 

I. May 3 May 10 4 June 10 
II. June 9 June 10 5 June 29 (destroyed 

by cat) 
III. — July 3 4 August 4 

The third nest was not observed until July 4th, when it 
contained two eggs. ALISTAIR C. FRASER. 

THE TIME-PERIOD FOR NEST AND EGG 
REPLACEMENT. 

ALL field-ornithologists interested in oology know that all 
birds, practically without exception, replace a set of robbed 
or otherwise destroyed eggs in an extremely short space of 
time, if not discouraged by the near approach of autumn. 
I think it is reasonable to say that eleven days is the 
average " recovery" time for all our small birds early 
in the season. There is, however, a theory (or is there any 
proof ?) that if eggs are much incubated when taken the 
time-period is appreciably greater than if they had been 
fresh when destroyed. I gave some examples as regards 
Bonelli's Warbler (Phylloscopus bonelli) in B.B. Vol. XV., 
p. 156, which showed that whether eggs are fresh or much 
incubated the " recovery " period is sometimes identical. 
The following notes on the subject may be of interest:— 

On April 13th, 1924, I took two Woodcock (Scolopax 
rusticola) nests each of four eggs. One lot (set "A") was much 
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incubated and the other (set " B " ) was fresh. On April 27th 
set "A" bird was sitting on four fresh eggs, eight yards 
from the first site—time-period in this case was therefore at 
most fourteen days. On April 20th set " B " bird had laid 
its first egg ten yards from its first site. The clutch was 
presumably complete on April 23rd, but the nest was not 
re-examined until the 27th, when it contained four slightly 
incubated eggs. The time-period in this case was ten days 
only, and shows that, whether eggs are much incubated or 
fresh, the " recovery " period in the case of these Woodcocks 
did not differ very materially. As regards large birds, I 
have not many notes as it is not my practice to take or 
encourage others to take second or subsequent sets of eggs 
from any robbed pair. I have, however, notes on a Raven 
{Corvus c. corax) that had six eggs, six days incubated, on 
March 21st. They were taken and an alternative site, in 
very bad condition, was repaired and contained five much 
incubated eggs on April 16th (say ten days' incubated at 
least). This makes a time-period of sixteen days only. 
Can anyone throw light on the time-period for rebuilding 
only, in the case of elaborate nest-builders, e.g., Long-tailed 
Titmouse {Mgithalus caudatus) ? W. M. CONGREVE. 

SCARCITY OF YELLOW WAGTAIL. 
DURING the last three or four years I have frequently visited 
the water meadows in the Kennet valley near Reading 
(Berkshire), and in one locality I should think at least four 
or five pairs of Yellow Wagtails (Motacilla flava rayi) have 
been nesting each summer. In 1924, however, although my 
visits to this particular locality have been more frequent than 
usual, I have not seen a single Yellow Wagtail. 

A. STEVEN CORBET. 

SPOONBILL IN SUFFOLK. 
ON April 20th, 1924, a Spoonbill (Platalm leucorodia), flying 
from the northward, arrived on the marshes near Dunwich, 
Suffolk, and stayed for three days. At 200 yards the plumage 
appeared to be pure white and the legs dark in colour. The 
beak was black for the greater part of its length and the broad 
tip of a lighter colour could be seen through glasses. The 
bird frequently waded, swinging its beak in a wide arc from 
side to side through the shallow water. A full plume adorned 
the back of the head and fell forward like a beard when the 
head was lowered. Flying, the wings were at full stretch. 
The Herons feeding in the neighbourhood were markedly 
disturbed by the dazzling stranger. R. C. DAVISON. 



VOL. XVIII.] NOTES. 141 

SPOTTED REDSHANKS IN CHESHIRE. 
ON August 26th, 1924, on a sewage farm near Altrincharn, 
Cheshire, I noticed a couple of red-legged Waders close to 
the edge of one of the settling tanks. Through the glass I 
saw that they were darker than Common Redshanks (Tringa 
totanus), that their bills were longer, and that there was a 
dark line through the eye, thrown up by a white superciliary 
streak. When they rose and showed the white back but 
dark tail-coverts, and the absence of the conspicuous white 
secondaries, I saw that they were Spotted Redshanks 
(T. erythropus) and the double note, tchwee, tchwee, repeated 
frequently as they flew round, was confirmatory evidence. 
The avifauna of the farm varies almost daily, and on the 
26th no Common Redshanks were visible or audible. 

Captain A. W. Boyd, when he heard from me, visited the 
farm on the morning of the 27th, and saw both birds well, 
when they were feeding alongside and flying with seven 
Common Redshanks, but on the 28th I could find only one, 
and it was consorting with three of the commoner species. 
In flight together the contrast in wing pattern, size, length 
of bill and leg, and note, was most distinct. Also I saw the 
bird standing on the mud about ten or fifteen yards from 
where I was sheltered by a bank, and noted the spots and 
pose. The bird normally stands less erect than the Common 
Redshanks, more like the Greenshank, with the body at 
right angles to the legs. 

On the 30th Mr. Travers Hadfield accompanied me, and 
we found the same bird still there, but this time consorting 
with nine Common Redshanks. It was quicker on the wing, 
constantly forging ahead of its companions, and even at a 
distance it was easy to pick it out by its greater size and 
longer bill and legs. T. A. COWARD. 

AVOCET IN SOUTH DEVON. 
ON August 18th, 1924,1 saw an Avocet (Recurvirostra.avosetta) 
on Dawlish Warren. When first seen it was resting on a mud 
bank amongst various Gulls. Its black head and neck first 
attracted me (as I scanned the bank with my glasses) and 
the characteristic black bands on the back and wings. The 
sun shone on the bird and as it rose its long blue-grey legs and 
partially webbed feet were quite distinct. I could not get a 
glimpse of its beak, as it flew away from me. 

On August 26th, when I visited the place again, the mud 
flats were well exposed. I saw the Avocet running rapidly 
over the ooze, feeding as it ran. It constantly dipped its 
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head down, gliding its long slender upturned beak along the 
ooze as it ran. Its long blue-grey legs and partially webbed 
feet were again very conspicuous. It occasionally raised its 
pointed black-tipped wings overhead as it ran, but it seemed 
very loath to fly. On getting within twenty-five feet of the 
bird, it took to the water and swam rapidly along, dipping its 
beak from side to side along the surface of the water as it 
swam. It afterwards left the water and again came on the 
mud, but it could not be persuaded to take to flight. I 
first saw the bird about 11.30 a.m., and when I left about 
3.30 p.m. it was still feeding happily. F. COLLINS. 

ON August 21st, while watching for autumn passage migrants 
at Dawlish Warren, on the Exe Estuary, I had the good 
fortune to identify an Avocet. 

When first observed the bird was standing quite alone at 
the edge of the receding tideway, and its upturned black beak, 
long blue legs, and characteristic white and black plumage 
were easily recognizable through glasses. I watched it on 
and off for about two hours, and at one time was able to 
approach to within about 100 yards while feeding. It appeared 
to feed more in the shallow tideway than on the mud—but 
in both cases its side-to-side action of the bill was very notice
able. I was also struck by the very high knee-action of its 
longs leg while wading, and the rapidity with which it covered 
the ground. 

As some schoolboys with guns were pot-hunting in the 
vicinity I thought it best to try and drive the bird away to 
safer quarters. As I approached it, however, I was not a 
little surprised to find that, instead of taking wing, it began 
wading deeper and deeper until it was swimming away 
buoyantly at a considerable distance from the shore. My 
last view of the bird was feeding among some Gulls further 
down the estuary. Let us hope that it may escape destruction. 

R. M. BYNE. 

LATE NESTING OF WOODCOCK. 

I FLUSHED a Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) near Methven, 
Perthshire, on August 30th, 1924, from a brood of four 
freshly hatched chicks. An examination of the nest showed 
that the egg-shells were still wet, and apparently not an hour 
broken. A. H. R. WILSON. 

ON August 18th, 1924, I ringed two young Woodcocks at 
Capenoch, Dumfriesshire. They were unable to fly, the 
wing-feathers being still in the quill, and the old bird squealed 
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like a rabbit as she flew off them with her legs hanging down. 
HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

[I have notes of several Woodcock's nests with eggs at the 
end of July and one on August 5th.—F.C.R.J.J 

BLACK GUILLEMOT IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
IN his Birds of Pembrokeshire and its Islands, published in 
1894, the Rev. Murray Mathew writes : " Since the commence
ment of the present century the county has lost the Black 
Guillemot from its list of resident birds." Later on in the 
same work he says : " A century ago there were a few Black 
Guillemots resident on the Pembrokeshire coast. None now 
breed south of the Isle of Man, and the bird has deserted 
Anglesea and the neighbourhood of Llandudno in North 
Wales, where it was reported to occur by Pennant. There is 
no specimen of a Pembrokeshire Black Guillemot now existing 
that we know of in any collection of the birds of the county ; 
nor is the bird, in virtue of a chance straggler floated to our 
shores, at the present day included in any list of the birds of 
the county." 

In view of this fact it may be of interest to place on record 
that on June 18th, 1924, I saw one Black Guillemot (Uria g. 
grylle) at St. Davids, Pembrokeshire; the bird was unmistake-
able as it flew from behind a headland, straight towards me, 
passing within a few yards, so that the black underparts, white 
wing patches, and red feet were seen clearly. Later on it 
reappeared and settled on the water for some time; on leaving 
the water it perched on a rock at no great distance, so that I 
was able to observe it with ease. CLEMENCE M. ACLANP. 

T H E ROOSTING-HABITS OF THE TREE-CREEPER,—With 
reference to the habit of Certhia familiar is roosting in holes 
in the soft bark of Wellingtonias, described in Vol. XVI. 
p. 284, XVIII, p. 20, Mr. Alistair C. Eraser informs us that 
he has seen these roosting-holes both in the neighbourhood 
of Birkenhead, Cheshire, and in North Wales. 

SANDWICH TERN BREEDING IN SHETLAND.—Mr. H. 
Jamieson states (Scot. Nat., 1924, p. 52) that an egg obtained 
in 1923 from an outlying island near the Outer Skerries Light
house has been identified as undoubtedly that of a Sandwich 
Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis). Only one pair nested on this 
island. Mr. Jamieson adds that lie has observed the birds 
for five years and that the fishermen say that a pair here and 
there have nested for a " good while back." The bird has 
not previously been recorded as breeding in the Shetland.?, 
though it has in the Orkneys. 
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