
( 164 ) 

FIELD-NOTES FROM WEST CORNWALL. 
BY 

G. H. HARVEY. 

JAY {Garrulus glandarius rufitergum).-—Although fairly 
common in the east of the county, and even so far west as 
Truro, the Jay has occurred on very few occasions in the 
Penzance district. This is the more remarkable because 
there are many wooded valleys draining into Mount's Bay 
which seem well suited to its requirements. However, in 
the winter of 1923-24 there was quite an invasion on a small 
scale. The birds arrived about the end of October and the 
beginning of November, and between November and April 
I saw them in practically every woodland of any size in the 
neighbourhood. They were usually seen singly or in pairs, 
but I several times saw five or six together at Trewidden near 
Penzance, and once, on March 15th, 1924, a party of nine 
there. Although most of the birds disappeared in April, a 
few stayed into May, but none appear to have remained to 
breed. The last I saw were two at Tremenheere on April 
30th, one at Trewidden on May 5th, and one at Trevaylor on 
the 23rd. 

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. flava.)—A pair of 
these birds have, for the second year in succession, nested at 
the Marazion Marsh, near Penzance. I saw a male there on 
April 19th, 1924, another on April 29th, and a pair on May 15th. 
As in last year, I could find no nest for some time, "but at 
length did so, on June 16th, when it contained six young 
about a week old. It was in a part of the Marsh that is under 
water in winter, but in summer is dotted with tussocks about 
a foot high, covered with bog-willow and rushes, and it was in 
the side of one of these clumps that I found the nest. Feeding 
was carried on in much the same manner as last year, except 
that this year it was undertaken equally by both birds. 
Generally the faeces were dropped, and I saw none actually 
eaten. Once, however, I saw the female drop them on rising 
from the nest, pick them up again, and fly off with them, and 
on another occasion, when the female was in full flight, she 
dropped them, caught them dexterously in mid-air, and flew 
off out of sight with them. In each case it seems probable 
that she ate them. The young left the nest on June 23rd, 
but showed signs of a desire to do so earlier, for on the 20th, 
one young bird was sitting on the edge of the nest, while on 
the 22nd, one had crept a few inches away into the vegetation 
on the side of the tussock. The first time'I saw any of the 
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young again was on July 5th, when I saw a single bird still 
being fed by its parents. I never saw more than two young 
birds after they had left the nest, so I am afraid some mis
fortune overtook the others. I last saw the birds on August 
nth. 

When carefully examined the nest was found to contain, 
besides the usual materials, sixty-four feathers, none under an 
inch in length, and a few scraps of rabbit's fur. So thoroughly 
were the feathers matted down and interwoven with the rest 
of the lining, that at a casual glance one would have said there 
were no feathers at all, and I only discovered their presence 
when I had pulled the discarded nest to pieces. 

GREY WAGTAIL (M. C. cinerea).—A nest with five eggs, 
found by myself at Castle Horneck, near Penzance, on April 
12th, 1918, and another, found at the same place with fully-
fledged young, on May 16th, 1919, appear to be the only 
records of breeding west of the Truro district. 

BLUE TIT (Parus cceruleus obscurus).—On May 27th, 1922, 
I found a Blue Tit, sitting on three eggs, in an unlined Wren's 
nest. The Wren's nest was built about four feet from the 
ground in the branches of a young cypress tree, and was very 
open. The bottom of the nest was divided into two com
partments by a twig crossing it from side to side. The Blue 
Tit's eggs were laid in the back compartment, to which a 
little horsehair forming the sole lining had been added. 

BLACKBIRD (Turdus m. •merula).—On April 20th, 1922, I 
found a Blackbird's nest with four eggs, built in a disused 
Magpie's nest at Kenegie, near Penzance. The Magpie's 
nest was built against the bole of a cypress, and was about 
twenty feet above the ground. It had a few sticks of the 
dome remaining. The Blackbird had built a complete nest 
which was entirely below.the rim of the Magpie's, and occupied 
a hollow, presumably formed by the bird, among the litter of 
cypress leaves and pine needles with which the Magpie's nest 
was half filled. 

I watched a male Blackbird displaying in the Public 
Gardens, Penzance, on April 26th, 1924. The bird was on a 
path with a shrubbery on one side and a lawn on the other. 
He was running here and there on the path, but always kept 
within an area of a few yards. The feathers on the crown of 
the head were puffed up, the upper tail-coverts were raised 
straight above the back, and the tail was depressed. As he 
ran about erratically he poured out a constant stream of 
shrill piping notes from his wide-open bill. After I had 
watched for a few moments, a female Blackbird suddenly 
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ran out at him from the shrubbery, put him to flight and 
pursued him into another shrubbery close by. 

ROBIN (Erithacus rubecula melophilus).—On May 5th, 1924, 
I found a Robin's nest with three eggs which were completely 
buried in the lining. The eggs were uncovered on May 8th, 
the day after the fifth and last egg had been laid. I can find 
no previous record of this habit in the case of the Robin. 

SWIFT {Apus a. apus).—There was a pied variety at the 
Marazion Marsh, near Penzance, on May 14th, 1924, and I saw 
it again on May 15th and 16th. It had most of the upper 
tail-coverts and practically all the under tail-coverts white, 
and there were a few irregularly scattered white feathers on 
the lower breast and belly and on the mantle and back. The 
white upper tail-coverts were the only conspicuous part, the 
under tail-coverts hardly showing at all, unless the bird was 
directly overhead. The bird probably remained in the 
district as I saw a similarly marked bird at the same place on 
June 20th and 22nd. 

MERLIN (Falco columbarius cBsalon).—On December 22nd, 
1923, I saw an adult male on a moor at Boswarva, near 
Penzance. At the same place on January n t h , 1924, I saw 
an adult male with what I presume was an adult female, as 
it appeared slightly larger than the male. 

On the latter occasion I was fortunate enough to witness 
quite a battle between the female and a pair of Carrion-Crows. 
The Merlin was more than a match for both her antagonists. 
She would stoop fiercely at them making them scatter 
beneath her, shoot up at them from below with the momentum 
of her stoop, and then easily evade their clumsy attempts at 
retaliation. I never saw her actually strike either of the 
Crows, but several times one of them was forced to alight to 
escape a particularly vicious stoop. In the end she forced 
both Crows to the ground, and then flew off, accompanied by 
the male who had been perched on a stake near by the whole 
time, apparently quite content with the role of spectator. 

GARGANEY {Anas querquedula).—As long ago as 1869 Rodd 
recognized the Garganey as an occasional spring passage 
migrant in West Cornwall. I saw a pair on the Marazion 
Marsh, near Penzance, on March 31st, 1924, and another pair 
on April 5th, 1924. 

VELVET-SCOTER (Oidemia f. fusca).—I saw an adult male, 
in full plumage, at the back of Penzance railway station on 
March 26th, 1924. It was some distance from the shore, but 
I could see the white wing-bar and the white mark by the 
eye. The bird remained about the same place all that day, 
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but was gone by the 27th. This appears to be the sixth 
record for Cornwall, and the five previous records are also 
from the west. 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax c. carbo).—There are only two 
colonies of this bird in the district, as far as I am aware, so 
that it is far outnumbered by the almost ubiquitous Shag. 
About ten pairs nest near Gwithian on the north coast in the 
Camborne district, and there is a larger colony of about fifty 
pairs on the Gull Rock at Mullion, on the eastern shore of 
Mount's Bay. At the former colony I saw a nest with two 
eggs as late as July 12th, 1924. 

SHAG (P. a. aristotelis).—On June 7th, 1924, at the Land's 
End, I found a Shag brooding half-fledged young in a Raven's 
nest which I had seen occupied by the rightful owner on 
March 1st, 1924. A similar occurrence is recorded in British 
Birds, V., p. 27, also for Cornwall. As in that case, the Shag 
appeared to have made no addition to the Raven's nest. 

On July 5th, 1924, at Porthleven, near Helston, I saw a 
brood of six young Shags, nearly fully-fledged, on one ledge. 
As they were all of the same size, and as there was only one 
nest on the small ledge, they were obviously all one brood. 

RUFF {Philomachus pugnax).—A male in winter plumage 
frequented some marshy fields near Hayle, in company with 
a Green Sandpiper, from October 17th to 24th, 1923. 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER (Tringa macularia).—On June 14th, 
1924, while walking across Loe Bar (the large bank of shingle 
which separates Loe Pool, near Helston, from the sea), I saw 
what I supposed was a Common Sandpiper running along 
the shore of the lake. When I glanced at it from behind, 
through field-glasses, I saw it had small black spots on the 
white around its legs. This arousing my attention I got 
ahead of the bird, and, crouching down at the edge of the 
water, waited for it to come round a sand-spit. When it did 
so I saw that the throat and breast were profusely spotted, 
especially the latter. The big spots on the breast were in 
marked contrast to the much smaller ones lower down the 
body. The other differences between the Spotted and 
Common Sandpipers are of little use in the field, unless birds 
of both species are present for comparison, but I did notice 
that the base of the bill in this bird was a bright flesh-colour, 
different from the bill of any Common Sandpiper I have ever 
seen. The bird flew in the peculiar and characteristic manner 
of the Common Sandpiper, but uttered no note on rising. I 
have no hesitation in recording so rare a bird, as its being in 
summer plumage rendered identification certain. 
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BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa).—There were 
two, both in summer plumage, at the Hayle estuary from 
May 6th to 9th, 1924. 

LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus).—There was an immature 
bird in its first winter plumage at the Marazion Marsh on 
January 19th, 1924. It was associating with a flock of about 
one hundred and fifty Black-headed Gulls. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (L. fiiscus affmis).—Rather 
less common as a breeding species than the Great Black-
backed Gull, this bird only nests, as far as 1 know, in three 
localities in the district. There are five or six nesting among 
Herring Gulls at Gunwalloe, near Helston, and a few pairs 
nest near Gwithian and at Portreath, both near Camborne. 
I have found no colony between Penzance and St. Ives, and 
on June 14th, 1924, I found no nests on Mullion Island and 
saw but a single bird there. Clark {Victoria History of Corn
wall, I., p. 346) gives Mullion Island as one of the chief 
breeding stations for this species. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (L. marinus).—This fine Gull 
is commoner as a breeding species in West Cornwall than is 
generally stated. Between Penzance and St. Ives I found 
twenty-six pairs nesting in the summer of 1924, and of these 
no less than twenty-two were in the Land's End district. 

On the Enys Dodman, a flat-topped, soil-covered islet at 
the Land's End, there is a colony of sixteen pairs. The 
Black-backs have appropriated the whole of the top of this 
islet, but a few pairs of Herring-Gulls nest on its rocky sides. 
Of the remaining ten pairs, eight were on isolated, or semi-
isolated, stacks, and two were on the mainland. Of the stack 
nests, only one pair held entire possession of its retreat. The 
others were all in company with Herring-Gulls, in one case 
with Shags, Razorbills and Guillemots also, and in another 
with Kittiwakes in addition. Usually, but not always, the 
Black-back's nest was at the top of the stack. The two main
land nests were on ledges among large colonies of Herring-
Gulls. Outside the Penzance-St. Ives cliffs, a few pairs nest 
on the eastern shore of Mount's Bay, around Mullion, and 
there are one or two pairs nesting near Gwithian and at 
Portreath, both in the Camborne district. 

On May 5th, 1923, I found a peculiar Great Black-backed 
Gull's egg in a nest with two normal eggs at Gurnard's Head, 
near St. Ives. It was a light sea-green in ground-colour with 
numerous faint purple shell-marks. It had one big brown 
blotch and a few small brown spots near the larger end. The 
egg lost its sea-green tint soon after blowing, and is now quite 
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normal in ground colour, while the purple shell-marks have 
disappeared. 

KITTIWAKE (Rissa t. tridactyla).—On August io th , 1923, I 
discovered a colony of Kittiwakes on a headland known as 
Cam Les Boel, near the Land's End. There were then about 
eighty adult birds there, and a few young were still in the 
nests. On March 1st, 1924, a few birds were on the ledges, 
but I did not see the colony in full strength until June 7th, 
1924. On that date I estimated there were about one 
hundred and fifty pairs breeding. The cliffs vary from one 
hundred to two hundred feet in height, and a huge detached 
slab of rock forms an island about one hundred and fifty feet 
high. The nests were on the face of the cliffs and the island, 
and in two large caves. A pair of Great Black-backed Gulls 
and many Herring-Gulls, nesting on the island, looked rather 
ominous for the young Kittiwakes, many of which were 
hatched on June 21st. 

There are a few references in ornithological li terature to 
what is probably this colony. Dresser [Birds of Europe, VIII . , 
p . 448) was informed by the Rev. M. A. Mathew that " there 
is a large breeding station at Lundy Island, also on some of the 
granite cliffs near the Land's End, and at various other places 
on the southern coasts." 1)'Urban and Mathew [Birds of 
Devon, 2nd edition, p. 372) say " W e are informed that 3, few 
nest on the cliffs of the Land's End," while in Kirkman's 
British Bird Book (Vol. 3, p . 113, foot note) it is stated that: 
" possibly a few pairs still breed in Cornwall, near the Land's 
End." 

This colony was evidently unknown to both Rodd and 
Clark. Rodd only mentions the former colony at Scilly, but , 
in the Victoria History of Cornwall, Clark says " Still nests 
but in diminishing numbers at Mullion Island, on the Gull 
Rock, Falmouth, and on a cliff on the south coast." There 
were no Kittiwakes on Mullion Island when I visited it on 
June 14th, 1924. The cliffs there are too small to have 
supported a large colony. A much more likely place would 
be the Mullion Gull Rock, but there were no Kittiwakes there 
either. 

The other two breeding stations given by Dr. Clark still 
remain to be cleared up, namely, Gull Rock, Falmouth, and 
the " cliff on the south coast," which from Clark's introduc
tion, appears to be in the Tamar-Fowey district. 

I may mention that Lord Lilford, in his British Birds and 
in the Birds of Northampton, states tha t he found some 
nesting-stations on the south coast of Cornwall in 1852. 
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