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THE SMALLEST BOOK ON ORNITHOLOGY. 
BY 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

IN June, 1924, I bought for 3s. 6d., from a second-hand book
seller, a book entitled : Natural History] of/ 48 Birds,jwithj 
elegant engravings,! from drawings) By Alfred Mills, j London : 
printed for Darton, Harvey, & barton,/ Gracechurch-Street.j 
1810. Forty-eight species of birds are described, namely :•—--
Eagle 
Falcon 
Vulture 
Horned Owl 
Screech Owl 
Magpie 
Nutcracker 
Jay 
Blackbird 
Cuckoo 
Woodpecker 
Hoppoe \sic\ 

Bullfinch 
Goldfinch 
Sky-Lark 
Wagtail 
Robin 
Wren 
Tit-mouse or 

Tom-Tit 
Chimney 

Swallow 
Martin Window 

Swallow 
Humming Bird Night-Jar 

Wild Pigeon 
Turtle-Dove 
Dodo 
Domestic Cock 
Pheasant 
Peacock 
Guinea-fowl 
Grous [sic\ 
Partridge 
Quail 

- Corn-Crake 
Ostrich 
Bustard 

Peewit 
Parrot 
Kingfisher 

: Spoonbill 
Heron 
Curlew 
Snipe 
Coot 
Great Crested 

Grebe 
Avocet 
Swan 
Pelican 

Two pages of text are allotted to each species, making 
ninety-six pages in all, and a plate of each bird (with the 
exception of the Eagle) is given, making a total of forty-
seven plates. 

The book when I bought it was in such a dilapidated condi
tion that it had to go at once to the book-binder, and as 
returned to me (admittedly, and to my great regret, cut 
down) it now measures 2.25 by 2 inches. 

Professor Alfred Newton in a footnote to his introduction 
to A Dictionary of Birds : 1893-6 : p. 24, draws attention to 
" a Histoire Naturelle en Miniature de de [sic] 48 Oiseaux 
(96 pp. Paris: 1816)," and he states: "The only copy I 
have seen appears to be in the original calf binding, and 
measures 2.6 by 2.15 inches. I am indebted for the loan of 
it to Mr. Robert Service." 

In 1875 this book was bought for 6d. at a London bookstall 
by Mr. Joseph B. Service, Maxwelltown, and was given by 
him to his brother Robert who, shortly before his death in 
1911, wished to present it to me. In those days my orni
thological library seemed hardly worthy of such an interesting 
contribution and I suggested that it should be given to Mr. 
J. A. Harvie-Brown. My suggestion was duly complied 



VOL. xvni.] BOOK ON ORNITHOLOGY. 259 

with and at the death of Mr. Harvie-Brown the book passed, 
with the rest of his library, to the Royal Scottish Museum, 
Edinburgh, where I recently had the pleasure of again 
handling it. 

The title-page is as follows : Histoirej Naturellej en minia
ture j dej De 48 Oiseauxj avec des descriptions. / Paris/ 
Guyot et de Pelafolj rue des Grands-Augnstins, n. 21/ 
MDCCCXVI. 

On comparing the French and English books it came as a 
surprise to find that the French publication was simply a 
copy of the English book which had been published six 
years previously. The same forty-eight species of birds 
are described, each being allotted two pages of text, and the 
descriptions are very similar, and in some cases mere transla
tions from the English. As regards the forty-seven plates 
(for there is not one of the Eagle) it is quite obvious that 
these have all been copied from the English book, but all 
are reversed. 

I have already stated that my copy of the English book 
is cut down, but from its present appearance I am of the 
opinion that it can never have been larger than the French 
publication. In any case it was published six years prior 
to the French work, which, as has been shown, is simply a 
copy ; I therefore think that the booklet of 1810 may justly 
claim to be the smallest book on ornithology. 


