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OBITUARY. 
THE LATE H. N. PASHLEY. 

THE well known old East-coast naturalist and bird-stuffer, 
Harry N. Pashley, passed away in Cley village on the evening 
of January 30th, 1925. 

He was a remarkable man in many ways, and his knowledge 
of, and interest in, Natural History, especially Ornithology, 
made him well known to a wide circle beside those lovers of 
East Anglia who, of course, knew him best. He was a real 
old-time naturalist, self-educated and fairly well read, and 
possessing a freshness and vigour of mind, and a delightful 
simplicity of character, that endeared him to all who had the 
pleasure of knowing him. 

Pashley was born at Holt in Norfolk on October 6th, 
1843. He married in the year 1867 and subsequently lived 
in Norwich for some years, finally settling down at Cley in or 
about 1886. In 1890 he won from 150 competitors the late 
Lord Lilford's prize for the best mounted specimen, the then 
Editor of the Field acting as judge. 

Pashley was in close touch with Norfolk bird-lovers, and 
during the last forty years most of the rare birds obtained in 
north Norfolk passed through his hands. He mounted many 
of the birds in the celebrated Connop Collection, and several 
unique rarities, such as the Pallas's Warbler, were brought to 
him in the flesh. 

Thomas Southwell, Professor Newton, Howard Saunders, 
Colonel Feilden, John Henry Gurney, and other distinguished 
ornithologists used to visit Pashley regularly, and were 
regarded not only as visitors but as friends. 

He could tell many a good story of bygone days, of hard 
winters, rare birds, and quaint characters, for his memory was 
retentive to the end of his long life, and he almost knew by 
heart some of his well-loved books*, such as Bates's Travels on 
the Amazon. 

I am glad to hear that it is proposed to publish Pashley's 
notes, which, extending over many years, afford a valuable 
contribution to the ornithology of the county. 

The writer of these lines also believes that many readers of 
British Birds will value the characteristic portrait here 
reproduced, of one whom he will always regard as one of the 
most original and interesting men he ever met. 

CLIFFORD D. BORRER. 
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