
LETTERS* 
STARLINGS IMITATING WILLOW-WARBLER. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIKS,—With reference to Mr. G. W. Thompson's letter on this subject 
(antea, p. 224), I suggest that the Starling was not imitating the Willow-
Warbler but the Green Woodpecker. On the 1st of February, 1925, 
at Haywarcls Heath, I heard what I thought was a Green Woodpecker 
calling in an undertone, as I have frequently heard this species do at 
the nest, but the only bird I could see was a Starling singing on a 
cottage roof. As I looked he repeated the call in another key, and 
after an interval of gurgling, spluttering, squeaking and clicking, he 
Hew a few yards to a branch and there repeated the call twice. I have 
since heard another Starling uttering a similar series of notes. 

I do not suggest tha t it is impossible for the Starling to imitate the 
Willow-Warbler in December, because everyone knows that he fre
quently imitates the Blackbird, though he may not have heard the 
song for six months. But I think that a Starling's mimicry of the 
Green Woodpecker's call, which it may hear every day, might easily 
be mistaken for an at tempt to imitate the Willow-Warbler. 

CHARLES S. BAYNE. 

CONCERNING THE INCUBATION OF GREKNSHANK AND 
DESCRIPTION OF T H E NESTLING CHOUGH. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS, 

SIRS,—Apropos a remark in your review of Messrs. Gilbert's and 
Brook's Secrets of Bird Life (Brit B., XVIII . , p . 247) anent the incuba
tion of the Greenshank (Tringa nebularia), may I observe that both 
sexes are apt to sit ? I made this very clear in " Concerning the 
Greenshank " (Brit. B., XVI., p . 208)—thus : " and I know for a fact 
that at any rate with some pairs . . ., incubation is shared by both 
sexes. I have watched the two exchange duties." 

As to the nestling Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax), it is stated 
(A Prac. Handbook, I., p. 32) that it has not been examined. But 
five years before the first part of that work was published I described 
it in Field Studies of Some Rarer British Birds (pp. 86—7). 

JOHN WALPOLE-BOND. 

[In the case of the Greenshank Mr. S. P. Gordon has photographed 
the change of sexes a t the nest, showing the male pushing the female 
off the eggs. The words " not examined " i n the Practical Handbook mean 
not examined by the authors. In the book referred to, Mr. Walpole-
Bond gives a full description of the colouring of the mouth and other soft 
parts of the nestling Chough, while nestling down was absent, and this 
certainly might have been quoted in the Handbook.—EDS.J 
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