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FIELD-NOTKS FROM GLAMORGANSHIRE. (II.) 
BY 

G E O F F R E Y C. S, INGRAM, M.B.O.U., AND H. MORREY 
SALMON, M.C. 

SINCE the publication of our first series of notes (Vol. XVII., 
p. 94) the following observations have been made :— 

JAY (Garrulus glandarius, subsp. ?).—A compact flock of 
thirty was seen near Llanishen on October 7th, 1923, flying 
at an altitude of about 300 feet and heading due west. For 
the next two hours there followed stragglers in twos and 
threes to the number of twenty-two, all proceeding in the 
same direction. Altogether fifty-two birds were counted, 
and there must have been many others we did not see. It 
would appear probable that they were immigrants of the 
continental race. 

PIED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca).—A female 
was identified at Hensol Park on April 27th, 1924. Although 
this species breeds annually in the neighbouring county of 
Brecknockshire, there is apparently no record of its having 
done so in Glamorganshire, and it is only very rarely seen 
as a passage migrant. 

BLACKCAP [Sylvia a. utricapilla).—On page 368, Vol. I., 
of A Practical Handbook the incubation period of this species 
is given as " 14 days ; about 15 days (Howaid)," while in the 
" Additions and Corrections " published in Vol. II., Part 2, 
page 895, there is a note: " Period in some cases only 10-11 
days: further observations needed." In our " Field-notes 
on the Blackcap," published in British Birds, Vol. XV., 
page 78, a table is given of incubation periods, etc., and to 
this the following can be added regarding a nest kept under 
observation in the year 1922. Male first seen, April 21st; 
nest being built, May 2nd ; first egg laid, May 13th ; numbei 
in clutch, 4 ; date hatched, May 28th ; incubation period, 
11 days ; young leave nest, June 8th; fledgling period, 13 
days. Remarks: Two eggs only hatched; other two 
infertile.* 

*Howard gives Ingram and Salmon 
Incub. period about 15 days Incub. ... i t days 
Fledging period about-y days Pledging ... 13 days 

Total . . . . . . 24 days 24 days 

I t will be noticed that the totals agree, and the discrepancy probably 
arises from the exact date of hatching not having been ascertained and 
the parent brooding newly-hatched young being mistaken for an 
incubating b i rd .—EDS. 
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There are two other interesting notes in connection with 
this nest, which was in the small thicket referred to in the 
article, the first being tha t it was the singing of the male tha t 
led to its discovery, for, at tracted by this, we found him 
sitting in a nearly completed nest, singing loudly as he shaped 
it. 

The other note refers to the boldness of this bird while the 
young were only a couple of days old. On May 30th we tried 
to photograph him, and fixed up the camera while he was 
brooding and then began to tie back some bramble stems 
that passed over the nest. We moved leaves tha t were 
within an inch of his head, but he only turned on his side in 
the nest, scolding us with a peculiar hissing note, and pecking 
at our hands. Later he crept off, an inch or two from the 
nest, and sat huddled up uttering a most mournful and long-
drawn-out note, eventually creeping back on to the young. 

PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco p. peregrinus).—On November 
n t h , 1923, at Kenfig Pool, one of these fine birds was seen 
sitting on the top of a low sandhill near the edge of the pool. 
A second was perched on a bush growing on a high dune 
some 300 yards away. They were evidently a pair, as later 
on the bird on the sandhill flew over and playfully stooped 
a t the bird on the bush, and eventually both flew off together. 
Near the foot of the sandhill we found the headless remains 
of an adult male Pochard (Nyroca f. ferina) very nearly clean 
picked, and on the other side of the pool the body of a male 
Teal (Anas c. crecca), also headless, but only partially eaten. 

MERLIN (Falco columbarius cBsalon).—Visiting Kenfig Pool 
on November 25th, 1923, our attention was at t racted by the 
shrill " Keck, keck " of a Merlin. This cry was accompanied 
by the gruff bark of an angry Raven (Corvus c. corax) which 
was being relentlessly harried by the little Hawk, and was 
finding it an exceedingly difficult task to avoid its nimble 
assailant. Eventually the Raven dived into a bush and 
remained there until the Merlin departed. 

During the past season (1924) we have examined two 
Merlins' nests in the county, which each contained clutches 
of five eggs, and, in one case, we know that the full five 
hatched, and that all the young were successfully reared. 
We also heard of a third nest which was robbed. 

B E W I C K ' S SWAN [Cygnus b. bewickii).—Seven were seen 
on Kenfig Pool on November n t h , 1923. There was a family 
party of five —two adults and three juveniles in grey plumage 
—and two other adults. While watching them we were 
struck by the fact that before taking flight they called to 
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each other with a peculiar grunting note. They took wing 
three times during the morning, and each time their departure 
was heralded by a short conversation ; otherwise they were 
quite silent. 

At 8.45 a.m. on November 12th, 1923, eight Swans, 
presumably of this species judging by their size and flight, 
were seen flying low over the Cardiff Docks, heading for 
the Pengam Moors and the sea. 

EEWICK'S SWANS (Cygnus b. bewickii). 

(Photographed by H. Morrey Salmon.) 

PINTAIL (Anas a. acuta).—One male on Hensol Lake on 
March 2nd, 1924. This species is by no means a common 
visitor to the county. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemails).—An immature 
male on Llanishen Reservoir on October 21st, 1923, and an 
adult male on Kenfig Pool, November n t h 1923. These 
are the fourth and fifth specimens to be recorded. 

SMEW (Mergns albellus).—Three appeared on the Roath 
Park Lake on December 30th, 1923, and remained until 
February 10th, 1924. They were all presumably females. 
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BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps n. nigricollis).—One was 
seen on Llanishen Reservoir on February 17th, 1924, and 
there were two there on February 24th. We watched them 
for a considerable time on the latter date. The}7 kept 
together and were constantly diving, a considerable number 
of small fish, which appeared to be Miller's Thumbs, being 
caught and brought to the surlace to be disposed of. The 
successful fisherman was invariably worried by its companion 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (PodicepS « . nigricollis) IN WINTER PLUMAGE. 

(Photographed by H. Morrey Salmon.) 

which would swim to within a foot or two, then dive, and 
come up alongside and endeavour to secure the catch. 

These birds were still on the Reservoir on March 9th, but 
were not seen after that date. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—One at Llanishen 
Reservoir on August 19th, 1923, and one on October 14th, 
1923. 

REDSHANK {Tringa t. totanus).—This species is extending 
its breeding range in the county, and on June 8th, 1924, we 
found two pairs in the extreme west of the Gower peninsula. 
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CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—Although not definitely 
recorded as breeding in Glamorganshire, it probably does 
so along the Brecknockshire border, as nests are common in 
the latter county. A pair were seen at Llanwonno on April 
22nd and 26th, 1924, and although the nest was not actually 
found, we had no doubt that one was there. 

BRITISH R E D GROUSE {Lagopus s. scoticus).—This species 
was formerfy common on the hills in the vicinitj? of the 
Rhondda Valley, but rapidly diminished in numbers after 
the opening up of the collieries. A few were known to have 
survived however, and bred regularly on the Llanwonno 
Hills; but on visiting that district on April 22nd and 26th, 
1924, we found that they were reduced to one pair only. 
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