
TOTES 
LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER AND WRYNECK 

NESTING IN THE SAME TREE. 
TOWARDS the middle.of May, 1924,1 watched a Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker (Dryobates minor comminutus) excavating a 
nesting-hole in an old apple-tree at Fishbourne,near Chichester, 
The hole faced north and was about five feet from the ground ; 
three feet lower down in the same tree and facing eastwards a 
Wryneck (Jynx t. torquitta) was also busily engaged in en
larging a natural cavity. The latter bird carried the excavated 
chips over a low hedge and dropped them a few yards away. 
Most of the work was carried out between 10 a.m. and noon 
by both birds, neither of whom seemed to take the least notice 
of the other. The Woodpecker commenced laying on May 
27th, the clutch of five eggs being completed on the 31st. 
On June 2nd the eggs were taken. The Wryneck deposited 
her first egg on June 1st, and the sixth and last on the 6th. 
The first young hatched on June 21st—period fourteen (or 
fifteen ?) days. Three eggs proved to be infertile. 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTOK. 

BEWICK'S SWANS IN DERBYSHIRE. 
ON March 4th, 1925, I saw four Bewick's Swans (Cygnus b. 
bewickii) on Coombs Reservoir, a large sheet of water some 
four miles N.N.W. of Buxton. Two were immature as shown 
by the light smoky-grey of the necks and, to a lesser extent, 
the bodies, On the 5th there were seventeen, among which 
the two young birds could be distinguished, all the rest being 
adults. While I was there they all got up and rising to 
a great height flew rapidly away west, though in two parties, 
one of thirteen and the other of the four birds I had seen the 
day before. At the time I saw the birds there was a northerly 
gale blowing; for a week or more previously the weather 
had been easterly, going round to the west on the night of the 
3rd-4th, backing to the north later in the day. 

WILLIAM SHIPTON. 

SMEW IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
ON January 20th, 1925, I saw an adult male Smew (Mergus 
albettus) on one of the Sutton Park pools. It flew away about 
mid-day, but I saw one again at the same place on February 
13th, 14th and 15th, and a friend told me that he saw one on 
February 20th. B. A. CARTER. 
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WOOD-PIGEON GORGED WITH POTATOES. 
ON February 7th, 1925, I shot a Wood-Pigeon (Columba p. 
palumbus) near Methven, Perthshire, whose crop contained 
twenty potatoes, of which half a dozen were the size of 
walnuts, and could be forced into the Pigeon's mouth only 
with considerable difficulty. The crop was completely 
distended. None of the potatoes showed any sign of decay, 
although three other Pigeons shot the same day had been 
feeding on quite rotten potatoes. SCONE. 

[A somewhat similar case was reported in Brit. Birds, 
Vol. XII., p. 268.—EDS.] 

OYSTER-CATCHER BREEDING IN WEST SUSSEX. 
ON June 28th, 1923, I found a nest of an Oyster-Catcher 
(Hcematopus 0, ostralegus) on a shingle bank in the south
western corner of Sussex. On the previous day I had noted 
the birds in the locality and now watched the hen, escorted 
by the cock most of the way, to the nest. This contained 
the normal three eggs, which were chipping. . 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

EARLY NESTING OF STARLINGS IN WESTMORLAND.— 
Mr. A. Astley writes that a pair of Sturnus v. vulgaris were 
feeding young in a nest at Rydal, on March 8th, 1925, and on 
the same day a nestling was found dead in another place 
a mile or two away. 

EARLY NESTING OF HOUSE-SPARROW IN LANCASHIRE.— 
With reference to Mr. Alford's note (antea, p. 266), Mr. G. N. 
Carter writes that a nest of Passer d, domesticus containing 
three eggs was taken from the ivy on a house at Worsley, on 
December 19th, 1924. The bird flew off the nest and the 
eggs were warm. 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD IN NORFOLK.—Mr. R. G. Willan 
informs us that an adult Buteo lagopus frequented an estate 
near Holt from February 21st to 23rd, 1925, and was often 
seen being mobbed by Hooded Crows and other birds. 

GLOSSY IBIS IN CORK.—With reference to the note under 
this head on page 116 of this volume, Mr. G. R. Humphreys 
informs us that the bird referred to is the same as that reported 
by him on page 280 of Vol. XVII., and the date he gave is 
the correct one. 
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GLAUCOUS GULL IN NORTH DEVON.—Brigadier-General H. 
R. Kelham writes that on January 30th, 1925, during a heavy 
northerly gale, he saw a Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) on 
the foreshore by the estuary of the Taw and Torridge, The 
bird appeared as large as some Great Black-backed Gulls near 
it and was entirely white of a soft dull shade. The bird was 
eating a dead Guillemot. The Glaucous Gull is an uncommon 
visitor to south-west England. 
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