
riOTES 
NOTES FROM HOLY ISLAND, NORTHUMBERLAND, 

1924. 
YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava rayi).—Several between 

April 24th and May 15th. 
WHITE WAGTAIL (M. a. alba).—A few passed through 

between April 24th and May 13th, while a single bird appeared 
on September 18th. 

CONTINENTAL GOLDEN-CRESTED WREN (Regulus r. regnlus), 
—Many, presumably of this race, appeared throughout April 
and one in May. 

FIRE-CRESTED WREN (R. i. ignicapillus).—A single bird on 
May 25th. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius c. collurio).—An immature 
female on September 19th. 

PIED FLYCATCHER (Musckapa h. hypoleuca).—Several 
between May 4th and 20th, and, again, from September 6th 
to October 5th, but in smaller numbers. 

RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER (M. p. parva).—Single birds 
on October 8th and 16th—-both were males. 

EVERSMANN'S WARBLER (Phylloscopus b. borealis).—A male 
on September 27th. 

BARRED WARBLER (Sylvia n. nisoria),—On September 27th 
a large Warbler with a long tail and noticeably pale back was 
beaten out of the hedges several times, but could not be 
obtained owing to its skulking habits. Dr. Eagle Clarke, who 
was with me at the time, considered it to belong to this species. 

NORWEGIAN BLUETHROAT (Luscinia svecica gaetkei).—Dr. 
Eagle Clarke saw a male on May 9th. 

HOOPOE (Upupa e. epops).—A single bird on May 8th. 
MANX SHEARWATER (Puffinus p. puffinus).—A few in May 

and one in September. 
FULMAR PETREL (Fulmarus g. glacialis).—One in February 

and many throughout May and June. 
TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia t. turtur).—One on May 27th. 
NORTHERN GOLDEN PLOVER (Charadrius apricarius albi-

jrons).—A large flock on April 18th and 19th. 
LITTLE GULL (Lams minutus).—A single bird on May 17th. 
GREAT SKUA (Stercorarius s. skua).—One on January 30th 

and two on November 7th. 
BLACK GUILLEMOT (Una g. grylle).—These birds are by no 

means uncommon from August to May in each year and must 
certainly have been overlooked in the past. 
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LITTLE AUK (Alle allc).—Several appeared on January n t h . 
Again, I must express my thanks to Dr. W. Eagle Clarke for 

his kindness in identifying such specimens as were obtained, 
and much valuable help and instruction in the field. 

W. G. WATSON. 

EARLY NESTING OF MAGPIE IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 
ALL the Magpies (Pica p. pica) round Barton, Cambridgeshire, 
have been noticeably earlier in nesting this year, but one pair 
that I had under observation were remarkably so. They 
began building between February 22nd and 25th, 1925, and 
the exterior of the nest was apparently complete about 
March 6th-8th. On April 8th I went up the tree and took the 
clutch of eight eggs, which proved to have been sat on for four 
or even five days. This places the date of first sitting at 
April 4th and the laying of the first egg at about March 28th. 

G. W. THOMPSON. 

THE CONTINENTAL GOLDFINCH AS A BRITISH BIRD. 
THE Practical Handbook records under this species : " Immi
grant Goldfinches are recorded regularly from the east coast 
of England at the end of September and early November. 
Until actual specimens have been examined, however, the 
Continental form cannot be definitely included," 

Some time ago I happened to get into conversation with 
A. B. Thompson of H.M.S. "Repulse." He told me that on 
November 1st, 1923, he opened the door of an unused boiler 
and out flew a Rook, and it immediately hid itself in the coal! 
He went up on deck and found it " swarming with birds." 

The following is the list of birds he remembered seeing :— 
Rook, Hooded-Crow, Starling, Greenfinch, Goldfinch, Linnet, 
Skylark, Thrush, Blackbird, Robin, Tit, Wren. 

I got into communication with Rev. J. W. Evans and Lieut. 
Commander C. E. Morgan, R.N., and the latter kindly gave 
me the following information. He remembered seeing the 
birds mentioned in the list, except the Tit and Wren, and 
added Sparrow, Jackdaw and Hawk. They all came on board 
about 60 or 70 miles from shore between the Tyne and Flam-
borough Head, so that the Goldfinches were evidently on their 
way to England. This fits in with the report on East Coast 
migration (Brit. Birds, Vol. XVII., p. 262). 

The Rooks came on board at about 3 p.m., the smaller birds 
all that evening up till about 10 p.m. The Rooks mostly 
roosted on the main-mast, and most of them left at 1 a.m. 
The small birds were all over the ship, and many were still 
about at 8 a.m. The wind on the 1st was easterly and very 
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light. " The Rooks flew alongside the ship for a long time 
before they came on board, and were flying at the rate of about 
17 to 18 miles per hour." NORMAN H. JOY. 

MEALY REDPOLL AT HAMPSTEAD. 
ANSWERING an unexpected call on Hampstead Heath on 
March 29th, 1925, I found and watched a Mealy Redpoll 
(Carduelis I. linaria) feeding on the seeds of some small aiders 
surrounded by noisy children, dogs, etc. The bird—a very 
grey one—was doubtless a member of a passing flock, though 
I saw no others. I was able to watch the bird for a quarter of 
an hour at a distance of a few yards in a good light. 

The latest record for this locality that I have been able to 
trace is as far back as 1866, in which year Mr. J. E. Harting 
saw " a few on the Heath " (H. Goodchild, citing Harting, 
in the Hampstead Scientific Society's Hampstead Heath, 1913). 

BERTRAM LLOYD. 

WATER-PIPIT IN DORSET. 
ON April 4th, 1925,1 saw a Pipit on Lodmoor near Weymouth, 
which I thought was a Water-Pipit (Anthus s. sfiinoletta), but 
I did not get a very close view. The wind was at the time 
cold and strong from S.S.E. and had been easterly for some 
days. On April 6th I saw the bird in the same place, and 
with strong glasses at close range clearly made out that it was 
a Water-Pipit in, I think, the summer plumage. In the 
field the bird has a grey appearance and looks much lighter 
than the Rock-Pipit, the unmarked pale buffish breast and 
broad white eye-stripe being very conspicuous. This, so far 
as I know, is the first record of the occurrence of this species 
in Dorset. F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

RAPID NEST-BUILDING BY SONG-THRUSH. 
I DO not know if there are any notes on the length of time 
taken to build their nests by Song-Thrushes (Turdus ph. 
clarkei), but I watched one building near Diss, Suffolk, 
recently. She started about 12 noon on April 16th, and the 
nest was complete and fully "mudded" by noon on the 
17th. I did not .see the birds near the nest again until 
the morning of the 20th, when the first egg was laid. 

J. H. METHOLD. 

INFLUENCE OF RAINFALL ON FECUNDITY OF SONG-
THRUSH AND BLACKBIRD IN PERTHSHIRE. 

DURING 1924, for the purpose of ringing birds, I kept a list of 
all nests discovered, where they were, and the number of eggs 
in thern. 
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On looking over this list I was struck with the tremendous 
difference in the size of clutches before and alter the heavy 
rainfall in the first week of May. I deal with two species only, 
as giving enough data to work out an average, i.e. the Song-
Thrush (Turdus ph. clarkei) and the Blackbird (Turdus 
merula). 

I am forced to treat the two species as one because in a few 
cases my notes are not absolutely clear as to species (between 
the two), having not been kept with a view to this note. 

I must add tha t the clutches in every case dealt with were 
ascertained to be complete and incubation begun, because I 
did not wish to pay unnecessary visits to any nest for ringing 
purposes. 

The first four months of 1924 were dry, and May, June and 
July showed a good rainfall. The rain came during the first 
week of May, but i ts effect was not shown in fecundity till the 
middle of the month and I take the 14th of May as the division 
of periods. 

During April and the first half of May 42 nests contained 
an average of 3.42 eggs, while from May 15th to the month of 
August 56 nests contained an average of 4.32 eggs. I add 
the weekly rainfall as far as it applies. 

January 46 points ; February 86 points. 
Week ending March 1st 

8th 
I5 th 
22nd 
29th 

April 5th 
12th 
19th 
26th 

Mav 3rd 
,', 10th 

17th 
24th 
3 is t 

,, „ June 7th 
14th 
21st 

7 points 
nil 
nil 
33 „ 
14 ,. 
4 ,. 

53 ,. 
6 ,, 

7 1 ,. 
19 „ 

1 0 0 ,, 
40 „ 

221 ,, 
40 „ 

119 „ 
75 ,. 
76 „ 

and 3 inches during the next 3 weeks. It will be noted how 
dry the weather was for 8 weeks prior to April 20th, 1924, and 
also the splendid rain about May 10th. 

This year, 1925, I have so far noted 14 nests with complete 
clutches averaging 3.8 eggs. A. H. R. W I L S O N . 
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BLACKBIRD BROODING ON NEST AND EGGS OF 
SONG-THRUSH. 

IN a plantation in a garden at Cople, in Bedfordshire, I found 
on April roth, 1925, a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) sitting 
on a nest some five feet from the ground, in the fork of a 
small, ivy-clad elm sapling. To test the close brooding of 
the sitting bird I gradually approached and she allowed me 
to remain for some time within a foot of the nest. Eventually 
she vacated her charge. Looking into the nest I was surprised 
to find it was that of a Song-Thrush (T. ph. clarkei) as also the 
three typical eggs it contained. I followed up the observation 
on the day following and tried not to disturb the sitting bird 
further, but she again left the nest. The following day, how
ever, she had evidently deserted and the eggs were cold. 
There was a nest of a Blackbird some fifty yeards distant, 
which a short time previously, I understand, had been robbed 
of the eggs by mice, but I have no proof that this was one and 
the same bird. 

This is the first instance I have personally known of one bird 
deliberately brooding another's nest and eggs. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

CURIOUS NESTING-SITE OF REDBREAST. 
ON April 21st, 1925, I was shown the nest of a Redbreast 
(Eritkacus r. melophilus) built in rather interesting circum
stances, and although the versatility of this species in the 
matter of nesting-sites is so well known I think that the 
instance is worth recording. 

The nest was built inside the dressing-room of the Wilming
ton (Kent) Football Club, and although the hut is filled with 
noisy players for some time every Saturday and occasionally 
during the week the hen is quite unperturbed and shows no 
sign of forsaking her six eggs. 

Although a certain amount of support is afforded by a 
narrow ledge, the stability of the nest depends mainly upon 
a coat hook, around which the birds have accumulated an 
extraordinary amount of material, chiefly moss and hay. The 
adjacent coat hooks are all in use during matches, but as this 
particular team is in the running for their league championship 
and the nest is regarded as a sort of mascot, the nest itself is 
not likely to be interfered with ! The birds have ingress and 
egress through a small hole near the roof of the hut. 

F. HOWARD LANCUM. 

HOMING INSTINCT IN HEDGE-SPARROW. 
WHILE trapping birds in Perthshire for ringing purposes I 
noticed a Hedge-Sparrow {Prunella m. occidental's) begin to 
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frequent the trap five or six times a day. It seemed a good 
opportunity to find out its homing powers, so on April 7th, 
1925, I took it and released it in a dense wood half a mile from 
home. It was back in the trap two hours later. 

On the 8th it returned x\ miles in z\ hours, on the 10th 
35 miles in 2 | hours, and on the 14th I released it 2 miles 
away and arranged a line of watchers to discover how soon 
it reached home. The bird settled for nearly 9 minutes, then 
went straight back, only stopping twice, and covered the 
distance in 12 minutes. A. IT. R. WILSON. 

BUILDING HABITS OF THE DIPPER. 
FROM March 19th to April 1st, 1925, I had under observation 
a pair of Dippers (Cinclus c. gularis) who were then building 
on a stone bridge near Strathpeffer, Ross-shire. When 
collecting moss off the stones, both birds repeatedly dipped 
the moss in the river, swimming with it in their bills until it 
was saturated, before conve\dng it to the nest. Grasses were 
inserted dry. 

The birds were also most particular about working alter
nately on the nest. Each appeared to recognize at a glance 
the work of the other. Thus, if one arrived at the nest with 
material it only inserted it in the nest if the other had 
inserted the previous bit. If it arrived before this had 
happened it waited for its mate to insert its material before 
inserting its own. The birds were under observation for 
some hours daily and I never saw the same one insert material 
twice running, but frequently saw each waiting its turn. 

PATIENXE MACKENZIE. 

LITTLE OWLS ATTACKING CAT. 
FOR the last six months I have had a pair of Little Owls 
(Athene n. vidalii) under close observation. They live in a 
field adjoining my house at Ringwood, Hants. 

On March 26th, hearing them making a very loud noise, 
I looked with my glasses and saw that they were attacking 
my cat, sweeping down at her again and again ; after crouching 
down for a moment she ran towards the house across the open 
field, and the}' attacked her all the way. 

About five-thirt}^ the next morning I was wakened by the 
same loud chattering and saw that the cat was sitting almost 
out of the window on the sill, the Owls were flying right in 
her face as if trying to knock her off the sill (the room is on 
the upper floor of a low thatched cottage and I often hear 
them about the thatch at night). The cat came back farther 
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into the room but did not leave the window-sill, and for some 
moments they continued to swoop at her. In the evening 
my husband and I heard them, and they were attacking her 
again, and she ran under a chicken house for shelter. She is 
a big cat and a good hunter but I think she is leaving their 
piece of bank alone to-day. E. G. NASH. 

INCREASE OF LITTLE OWL IN NORTH LANCASHIRE. 
WITH reference to the note (Vol. XVIIL, p. 267) on " More 
Little Owls in North Lancashire," these birds are un
doubtedly spreading rapidly northwards. As far back as 
1921 a pair nested within 200 yards of my house at Flixton 
in a cavity in an old oak and on April 29th I found five eggs, 
which I have in my collection. On May 16th I found a second 
clutch of four eggs, in the same hole, and these were hatched 
and reared. The oak was cut down the following autumn 
and I have not seen the birds in the vicinity since. 

In early June, 1923, I saw a Little Owl in the Ribble Valley, 
near Clitheroe, perched on a fence near the river. As I 
approached it I disturbed a brood of Moorhens (Gallinula 
chloropus) which began to swim towards the other bank. The 
Little Owl dashed over them and picking one of the chicks 
from the water with its claw, rapidly disappeared into an 
adjoining wood. WM. E. BARBER. 

RARE BIRDS IN ROMNEY MARSH. 
I HAD a remarkable walk in Romney Marsh, Kent, on April 
6th, 1925, and some of the birds seen seem to deserve a record. 
A steady, though not strong, wind had been blowing from 
between south and south-east for nearly two days, and there 
had been rain on and off all the previous night. It is possible 
that this was the cause of the arrival of some unusual visitors. 

Near Appledore I saw a flight of eight Grey Geese come 
down on to the marsh about 9 a.m. ; I think they had risen 
just before I saw them, but it is possible that they were just 
coming in from a long flight. At any rate, they allowed an 
unusually close approach before again taking wing. As I 
walked towards them they took to the water, and so were 
partly hidden by a bank, but although it was raining I had 
a good view of their beaks, and could see that all had rather 
stout, uniformly pinkish-orange beaks. The general plumage 
was decidely pale, suggesting Pink-footed rather then Bean, 
and at the time I thought from my recollection that the 
colour of the beak was right for the former species too. When 
the birds got up I particularly noticed the pale, almost white, 
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front edge of the wing. They soon settled again. It seems 
quite clear from the size and colour of the beak and colour of 
the wing that they must have been Grey Lag-Geese (Anser 
anser), although the colour of the beak looked to rne lighter 
than it is depicted on the plate in the Practical Handbook. 
When Dr. N. F. Ticehurst wrote his History of the Birds of 
Kent he was unable to discover very clear records of the 
occurrence of the Grey Lag-Goose in Kent. From time to 
time during the past fifteen years, when I have visited Romney 
Marsh in winter, I have seen Grey Geese at sufficiently close 
quarters to identify them; Pink -footed {A. brachyrhynchus) 
and Bean {A. fabalis) I have identified more than once ; 
White-fronted {A. albifrons) once; and 1 have seen large 
flocks migrating past Dungeness point, too far off to identify. 
This is my first identification of the Grey Lag. 

A couple of hours later, after the weather had turned fine, 
I put up a Heron that looked unusually dull on the wings as 
it flew. It very kindly settled again not far from a Common 
Heron (Ardea cinerea), and on settling the contrast in the 
colour of the two birds was very marked. At a distance, 
with the naked eye, the one looked almost black, the other pale 
grey. Through binoculars the dark bird also looked a good 
deal smaller, its neck and sides looked very dark, the beak was 
a much duller colour (but this, I think, is the case with first -
year Herons), and it squatted in a curious attitude with its 
body sloping steeply forward, and the neck at first drawn 
straight up, and then gradually depressed. I have seen the 
Purple Heron (A. purpurea) in Central Italy, twelve years ago, 
but not in company with the grey species. However, I think 
there can be no doubt that it was a Purple Heron. While I 
was watching it my first Swallow for the season flew into the 
field of my glasses ! Half a mile further on 1 saw what must, 
I think, have been a second Purple Heron (not the same again); 
this was also near one or two Grey Herons, one of them an 
exceptionally beautiful bird, in perfect pearl-grey plumage. 
In this case I did not think the Purple Heron looked appreci
ably smaller, but it was further off ; its plumage and general 
appearance seemed just the same, and it adopted the same 
rather curious attitude when it settled. Ticehurst records 
five occurrences of the Purple Heron in Kent, four of them 
from Romney Marsh (B, of Kent, pp. 309-10). 

I also saw two curious Sandpipers, whose identity must, 
I am afraid, remain a little uncertain, though I watched them 
for a good time at a distance of perhaps thirty yards. They 
were slender and elegant birds, smaller, I think, than Red-
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shanks, though no Redshank happened to go near them ; a 
party of Ringed Plovers, however, did. Their beaks were 
long, straight and dark, and their legs apparently the same. 
Certainly neither was red. Their necks and under-parts were 
beautifully white, with no trace of a brown patch on the sides. 
The wings looked a fairly uniform brown, not very dark. 
I had my glasses on them at the moment when they flew up ; 
they showed a white patch on the back, rather similar to a 
Redshank's, but not very conspicuous. They were silent. 
They settled again some way off, and I could not get any 
nearer to them. I think it possible that they were Marsh-
Sandpipers (Tringa stagnatilis) in winter plumage ; but the 
inconspicuousness of the white on the back casts a doubt on 
this. It is possible that the white would have seemed more 
conspicuous to the naked eye than it did through binoculars, 
but there are so many members of the genus Tringa in the 
world, any of which might turn up in England, that I cannot 
be sure. 

It may be worth adding that I saw a good sized passing 
flock of Ruffs (Philomachus pugnax), as well as a single bird 
feeding among some Redshanks. And I have never seen such 
quantities of Ducks on the marsh in one day. Shoveller 
(Spatula clypeata) and Pintail (Anas, acuta) were specially 
numerous—most of them, no doubt, birds of passage. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

POSSIBLE WHITE-BILLED DIVER IN MERIONETH. 
MYfriend.Mr. G. M. Furley, a good ornithologist, has described 
to me a bird which he watched on January 14th, 1925, off the 
coast of Harlech. It was " a large Diver, almost as big as a 
Cormorant," with which he was able to compare it. The bill 
was distinctly white, and had a slight up-tilt at the end, while 
the upper plumage was very dark—nearly black in fact. 
Was this possibly a White-billed Northern Diver (Colymbus 
adamsii) ? The details certainly seem to point to that species. 
It has not previously been recorded in Wales, nor, indeed 
(according to the Practical Handbook), anywhere in the west. 

H. E. FORREST. 

GREAT BLACK-HEADED GULL IN HAMPSHIRE. 
AT the request of Dr. F. G. Penrose I am sending you note of 
the fact that at the latter end of November and beginning of 
December, 1924, there was a single specimen of the Great 
Black-headed Gull (Larus ichthya&us) in Poole Bay—it mainly 
confined itself to the western side of Bournemouth Pier between 
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tha t and Durley Chine ; it was fairly tame. I had many 
opportunities of being within fifty yards of it and it notice
ably kept to itself ; it did not mix with the other Gulls, nor 
would it come to be fed as the others on the beach will do. 
I tried it with bread but it would not touch it, and the only 
food I saw it take was self-caught fish. I saw it catch sprats 
on several occasions. W. PARKINSON CURTIS. 

GLAUCOUS GULL IN K E N T . 
O N March 28th, 1925, I found a dead Glaucous Gull (Lams 
hyperboreus) near Brookland, Romney Marsh. Since this 
species is so rare on the south coast, only some six or seven 
examples being mentioned in The Birds of Kent, the occurrence 
seems worth recording. The bird had apparently been shot 
and was beyond preservation, but measurements were made 
and some of the primaries and also some of the body feathers 
were taken. It was an immature bird, apparently in its 
second winter, the plumage being very pale and the outer 
primaries almost pure white. Dr. N. F . Ticehurst kindly 
confirmed the identification. W. H. T H O R P E . 

GLAUCOUS GULL IN MAN. 
A GLAUCOUS Gull (Lams hyperboreus) tha t had been fre
quenting Peel shore and harbour (in company with Herring 
and Great Black-backed Gulls since the 19th) came into my 
possession on January 22nd, 1925, immediately after being 
shot. I made the following note before despatching it to 
the Museum in Douglas: " I t was a large handsome bird in, 
I think, i ts second winter 's p lumage." F R A N K S. GRAVES. 

INTERVAL BETWEEN N E S T S OF MISTLE-THRUSH.—Mr. R. 
H . Brown writes tha t a clutch of eggs of Twdus v. viscivorus, 
twelve days incubated, was destroyed by a cat on April 21st, 
1925. A second nest was begun the same day and the clutch 
of eggs was complete on the 28th. Interval seven days. 

E A R L Y N E S T I N G OF BLACKBIRD IN BERKSHIRE.—Major B. 
Van de Weyer informs us that some young Blackbirds 
(Turdus m. merula) left a nest in Eddington Churchyard on 
January 10th, 1925. 

BLACK REDSTART IN I N N E R H E B R I D E S . — A specimen of 
Phwnicunts 0, gibraltariensis was caught by Mr. R. Leslie 
(Scot. Nat., 1924, p . 184) in an exhausted condition on October 
28th, 1924, at the Skerryvore Lighthouse (28 miles west of 
Mull). The bird is very rarely recorded from west Scotland. 
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CUCKOO RETURNING TO SAME SUMMER QUARTERS FOR SEVEN 
SUCCESSIVE YEARS,—Major B. Van de Weyer writes that the 
Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) with the peculiar broken note 
(Vol. XVI., p. 107, XVIII., p. 30) returned to its summer 
quarters in Hungerford Park, Berks, for the seventh year on 
April 21st, 1925. 

FOOD OF MANX SHEARWATER.—Mr. J. L. Auden, writing 
on Skomer Island (Pembrokeshire) in the Field (30th October, 
1924, p. 678), states that numerous Manx Shearwaters 
(Puffinus p. puffinus) which he handled almost invariably 
regurgitated the remains of beetles, " very like the cast of 
the Little Owl." 

FULMAR PETRELS AND GANNETS ON THE YORKSHIRE 
CLIFFS.-—In 1924, Fulmars (Fulmarus g. glacialis) nested in 
the cliffs south and north of Scarborough, but although they 
visited the Whitby cliffs they did not breed there (Nat., 1925, 
p. 23). A pair of Gannets (Sula bassana) frequented the 
Bempton Cliffs during the summer of 1924 and it is hoped that 
they may return and breed next year (i.e., p. 26), 

GREENSHANK BREEDING IN ABERDEENSHIRE.—Mr. Seton 
Gordon notes (Scot. Nat., 1924, p. 126) that he found a Tringa 
nebularia breeding in Aberdeenshire in 1924. 

SANDWICH TERN BREEDING IN CLYDE ESTUARY.—Mr. 
J. P. Ritchie states (Scot. Nat., 1924, p. 136) that he found 
one nest in 1923 and four in 1924 of Sterna sandvicensis in 
the Clyde Estuary, where the bird has not been reported 
as breeding for the last ten years. 

LATE NESTING OF MOORHEN IN DURHAM.—Mr. R. H. 
Brown informs us that his brother observed a brood of young 
Gallinula ch. chloropus still in down on October 29th, 1924, on 
a pond near the city of Durham. 
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