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The Food of some British Wild Birds : a Study in Economic Ornithology. 

By Walter E. Collinge, D.Sc, M.Sc, etc. 2nd revised edition. 
Published by the author. Parts I . - I I I . 6s. 3d. per part. 

T H E first edition of this work was published in 1913. The main 
differences in this edition are that it treats of the food of seventy species 
and over ten thousand individual examinations as against twenty-nine 
species and some three thousand three hundred and fifty examinations, 
and that the work done since 1913 has been by the volumetric 
instead of the numerical method. The volumetric method by 
which the various food contents of the bird are measured and 
can be compared in percentages is certainly more valuable econo
mically than the numerical method by which the various contents 
are counted. 

No one who studies this book will dispute the great importance of 
the subject, and although Dr. Collinge is to be sincerely congratulated 
on the valuable work he has done, i t is obvious that periodical state-
aided enquiries on a much larger scale than are possible for one man 
are highly necessary. This applies especially to the food of certain 
species such as the Starling, which has become so numerous and des
tructive in certain seasons and districts as to be a serious danger to 
agriculture. Yet for a period of three months—April to June—the 
Starling is, according to Dr. Collinge, wholly beneficial, consuming 
enormous quantities of insects which are exceedingly injurious 
economically. This is especially the case when it is feeding 
young. 

I t requires great experience and an elaborate organization to deter
mine by the examination of stomach-contents whether a bird is 
injurious or beneficial economically, and the subject bristles with 
difficulties and complications ; but ornithologists could do very useful 
work by making detailed records of the food given to nestlings; such 
observations should, however, be of a systematic and not of a casual 
nature. The enormous quanti ty of food taken by the young is perhaps 
not fully realized. Dr. Collinge states that during its first few days a 
young bird consumes more than its own weight of food per day. Thus, 
if we took Surrey with say 460,000 acres, and a pair of Starlings to each 
four acres and each pair with an average of four young consuming say 
an ounce each, we have, as a result of this very rough estimation, 
13 tons of food consumed in one day by nestling Starlings in Surrey. 
By Dr. Collinge's analysis of the stomachs of 40 nestlings, 89 per cent. 
of this would consist of injurious insects. 

The parts of Dr. Collinge's book under notice contain a number of 
interesting introductory chapters and detailed reports on eight species. 
The first edition was in 8vo and this is in 4to with large margins, and 
we cannot help thinking this is a mistake, as it is an inconvenient size 
for a work of this nature, while the published price of 6s. 3d. per part 
of 32, not very well printed, pages is excessive. There are two plates 
from photographs, but these were not really necessary and might have 
been omitted if the cost had been considered. 
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MR. SWANN has for some years specialized in the diurnal birds of prey, 
and in 1920 published a Synoptical List of the. AccipUres, of which a 
revised edition was issued in 1922. He thus had a basis for this much 
more ambitious work, which we are told will be completed in 12 parts. 
This first part contains a short introduction and for the rest deals with 
most of the Vultures. I t also contains four plates in colour by H. 
Gronvold and one photogravure. An interesting table is given of 
the genera and forms with their numerical distribution in the various 
zoo-geographical regions. From this it would appear that the Neo
tropical region with 170 forms of the total of 692 is the most prolific, 
the African with 138 next, and the Palaearctic with n o next. 

In nomenclature Mr. Swann has been thorough, giving the original 
reference, type designation of the genus and typical locality of the 
species, but it seems a pity that these are printed in the very large 
type used, in the headings. Keys are given for genera but there are no 
keys for species. The descriptions are brief and to a considerable 
extent Mr. Swann has used Dr. Sharpe's measurements, which he 
appears to have translated from inches to millimetres. In his Synop
tical List the author acknowledged that a good deal of the systematic 
part was taken from Dr. Sharpe's annotated copy of Volume I. of the 
Catalogue of the Birds in the British Museum and his interleaved copy 
of Gray's Genera of Birds,both of which came into Mr. Swann's possession. 
No information is given as to how many specimens have been measured 
and often the sexes are not separated. The distribution of each species 
is given in some detail and the life history is dealt with, but we should 
have expected a fuller range of measurements of the eggs, while in the 
Griffon Vulture we should have thought the fact that they sometimes 
nest in trees should have been mentioned. 

We admire Mr. Swann's courage in embarking on so large and 
difficult a piece of work ; we congratulate him on this first part and 
shall look forward with interest to his treatment of the many intricate 
problems which will confront him in future parts. 
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