
rDTES, 
ADDITIONAL NOTES FROM GLAMORGANSHIRE. 

As a supplement to the " Field Notes from Glamorgan " by 
G. C. S. Ingram and H. Morrey Salmon in BRITISH BIRDS, 
Vols. XVI., XVII. and XVIII., the following additional notes 
from the same county may be of value. 

WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—A pair was seen on 
the shores of Kenfig Pool on April 29th, 1923. 

PIED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca).—A male was 
seen at Merthyr Mawr, near Bridgend, on April 30th, 1922, 
but it did not remain. 

BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus b. bewickii).—The Bewick's 
Swans recorded (Vol. XVI., p. 220, XVII., p. 63, XVIII., 
p. 275) have revisited the same pool on various subsequent 
occasions, and in various numbers, both in spring and 
autumn. On November 16th, 1924, a party of four, con
sisting of two adult and two juveniles, were seen on another 
pool, not far distant from that on which they were originally 
found. This pool is tenanted all the year round by one or 
more pairs of Mute Swans, and it was of great interest to 
observe a " passage of arms " between the visitors and the 
rightful tenants, not only as to behaviour but as a comparison 
in appearance. A Mute Swan sailed across the pool with its 
wings arched over its back and its feathers raised, to all 
appearance in anger. At this the party of Bewick's Swans, 
which had been feeding, all straightened up, raising the necks 
stiffly to a vertical position, the adults giving vent to a loud 
piercing cry. On the Mute Swan swimming between and 
separating the adults from the juveniles, these latter also 
" gave tongue," but in a higher key, the result being a tre
mendous clamour. The adults did not show any fight, but 
the whole party seemed very agitated. On no occasion did 
the Bewick's Swans arch their wings in the manner of the tame 
Swans. 

Another adult was discovered severely wounded on the 
shore among the reeds. A few days later, on again going to 
the pool, they had left, but while watching some other species 
the Swans appeared flying from the direction of the original 
pool. On their catching sight of the observer they gave three 
loud yelping cries, circled once round the water, and winged 
their way back to Kenfig Pool. On January 24th, 1925, nine 
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Bewick's Swans were on Kenfig Pool, the largest party seen, 
divided into one pair with one young one, one pair with three, 
and one solitary adult. This arrangement was seen by the 
fact that when alarmed and swimming out to the centre of 
the pool, on each occasion they divided themselves up in this 
formation. 

PINTAIL (Anas acuta).—Two drakes were observed at Hensol 
on February 24th, 1923, and two at Kenfig on October 26th, 
1924, one an adult male and the other an immature bird. 

SMEW (Mergus albellus).—Two Smew, females or possibly 
immature males, were seen diving not far from the mouth of 
the River Ogmore on February 8th, 1922. 

GKEENSHANK (Tringa nebularia).—One at Hensol, October 
25th, 1921, and another on the River Ely near Peterston on 
April 13th, 1924. 

RED-THROATED DIVER (Colymbus stellatus).—On Decem
ber 3rd, 1922, and again on December 9th, 1923, one was on 
Kenfig Pool. On one occasion it came ashore on the sandy 
bank in a most ungainly manner and shuffled a little way up 
the bank, but after resting awhile it returned to the water. 

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Colymbus immer).—One was seen 
on Kenfig Pool, January 24th, 1925. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps n. nigricollis).—A pair on 
December 9th, 1923, on Kenfig Pool. 

SLAVONIAN GREBE (P. auritus).—One was on the lake at 
Hensol on January 20th, 1924. CLEMENCE M. ACLAND. 

CLUTCH OF DWARF EGGS OF LINNET. 

A CLUTCH of five eggs of the Linnet (Carduelis c. cannabina) 
was found in a gorse bush on Cannon Heath, Kingsclere, 
Hants, at the end of May, 1923. Four of the eggs measured 
12x9.5 mm., and the fifth 11x8.5 mm. L. J. EASTON. 

[Dwarf eggs occur from time to time in most species of 
birds, but usually one in a set, occasionally two or three, 
together with normal eggs. Fatio records a dwarf egg of 
Linnet even smaller than those mentioned above, viz. 
9X 6.5 mm. Clutches of dwarf eggs are much rarer, but have 
occasionally been met with among the Passeres (e.g. Lesser 
Redpoll, Blue Tit, etc.), and also in the Accipitres, Stegano-
podes, Rallidse, Lari and Gallina.\—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

LARGE CLUTCH OF CHAFFINCH'S EGGS. 
ON May 21st, 1925, at Burley-on-the-Hill, Rutland, I 
found a Chaffinch (Fringilla c. Calebs) sitting on seven eggs. 
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The nest was situated in a low bramble-bush, in open park 
land, and the eggs appeared to be all of the same type and 
usual pattern, and the product of one bird. 

H. L. COCHRANE. 

[Clutches of seven eggs have twice previously been recorded 
in Brit. Birds and I have seen two other sets in private 
collections. A set of eight was recorded in Vol. XIII., p. 81.— 
F.C.R.J.] 

GREY WAGTAILS IN THE LONDON DISTRICT. 

IN reply to Mr. Borrer's enquiry (antea, p. 30), the Grey Wag
tail (Motacilla c. cinerea) has for very many years been a fairly 
regular visitor to Hyde Park, where I have seen it by the 
Serpentine in every month from August to February, both 
included. I have also noticed it in Kensington Gardens, both 
by the Long Water and the Round Pond. It occurs most 
frequently in October. 

During the first two and a half years of the war, I was on 
early morning duty as a special constable at an electric power 
station in Wood Lane, Shepherd's Bush. It was the most 
unattractive spot imaginable, yet it was visited on many 
occasions in autumn and winter by Grey Wagtails. They 
invariably appeared with the first streak of dawn, diving 
down almost perpendicularly out of the darkness on to the 
edge of a small tank at the foot of a water-cooling tower. 

The Grey Wagtail is a regular autumn and winter visitor 
to the reservoirs at Barnes, where I have known it occasionally 
to stay into March. I have also once seen it in Hammersmith. 

I have little knowledge of St. James's or Regent's Parks. 
There are various records of the occurrence of the Grey 
Wagtail in the former ; and it visits the latter, for on 
October 4th, 1886, the keeper of the Western Aviary in the 
Zoological Gardens showed me two which he had recently 
caught there and which he said came there from the Regent's 
Canal ; and on November 24th, 1907, I saw a Grey Wagtail 
alight on a rock in the sea lions' enclosure. 

A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

THE SONG OF THE WILLOW-WARBLER. 

IN the spring of 1909 I went out for some weeks at daybreak 
to note the opening calls and song of different birds. One 
morning when listening to a Willow-Warbler {Ph. t. trochilus) 
immediately over my head I noticed that between each period 
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of song the bird made a low sound, several times repeated, of 
" vip " about as often and as loud as one could whisper it. 

I have heard this many times since but have found no 
reference to it in any account I have read of this bird. 

T. J. BEESTON. 

REED-WARBLER BREEDING IN CUMBERLAND. 
REPORTS of the Reed-Warbler (Acrocephalus s. scirpaceits) 
nesting in the northern counties of England are rare enough 
to justify me in reporting a nest containing five eggs at 
Greystoke, near Penrith, Cumberland, on June 15th, 1925. 

H. J. MOON. 

ALPINE SWIFT IN DORSET. 
THE Rev. S. E. V. Filleul of Sandford, near Wareham, informs 
me that on May 25th, 1925, he and his keeper saw an Alpine 
Swift (Apus m. melba) hawking for may-flies in company with 
Common Swifts over the River Frome near Moreton. The 
bird constantly passed quite close to them and the pure white 
throat and under-parts were very conspicuous. The keeper 
saw it again on May 26th. This appears to be the first Dorset 
record. F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

BEWICK'S SWANS IN LANCASHIRE. 
ABOUT 8.15 on the morning of January 29th, 1925, a skein of 
Bewick's Swans (Cygnus b. bewickii) flew over Lancaster, 
heading north-east, and flying in a string about 100 yards in 
the air. On an electric train passing under them, a most 
extraordinary thing happened, for they scattered and fell half 
their height towards it, performing the most astonishing 
evolutions in the air like those of Plover when alarmed. I 
have seen wild Geese do this many times when dropping out 
of the sky to alight, but never heard of wild Swans performing 
such aerial " stunts," although I have spent days and nights 
watching Bewick's Swans in the Hebrides. The whiteness of 
their plumage and the twisting of their long necks made the 
performance a much more spectacular one than that per
formed by Geese, and the cause of their panic was probably a 
big electric spark from the electric train. 

In the Lanes, and Cheshire Fauna Survey Report for 1922-3 
Mr. T. A. Coward remarks that in the early months of 1922 
numbers frequented the reservoirs of the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire border, some being noted close to Oldham and two 
being killed at Greenfield. The largest herd he had a note of 
contained sixteen. 
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Mr. F. W. Holder informed me that on December 20th, 
1913, he got within a few yards of five at Ainsdale, near South-
port, which were in company with a gaggle of Pink-footed 
Geese (Anser hrachyrhynchus), one being shot a day or two 
later. 

In 1908 one was shot with a rifle off Naze Point on the 
Ribble by a Mr. Orr. H. W. ROBINSON. 

INCUBATION PERIOD OF COMMON SANDPIPER. 
IN the nest of a Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleucos) in 
Dumfries-shire the fourth egg was laid between 10 a.m. and 
12 noon on May 15th, 1925. The first egg chipped at 6 p.m. 
on June 6th. All were hatched at 10 a.m. on June 7th. 

Chipping therefore began after 21 days and 6 hours incuba
tion, and all were hatched within 22 days. 

HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

[Cf. previous notes on this subject, Vol. VI., p. 86 and 
VII., p. 146.—EDS.] 

PROBABLE TEREK SANDPIPER IN HAMPSHIRE. 
THERE can be very little doubt, I think, that a bird which I 
saw in Christchurch Harbour on May 16th, 1925, was a Terek 
Sandpiper (Terekia cinerca). It was about a hundred yards 
distant from where I stood and was feeding near some Dunlins 
and Ringed Plover. If was distinctly larger than these, but 
not so large as a Redshank, shaped very like a Common 
Sandpiper except that it was longer on its legs, not dumpy 
like a Dunlin. In colour it was grey (like the winter plumage 
of a Knot) on the upper parts, neck and breast greyish, belly 
white ; beak medium length, as long as a Dunlin's or longer, 
but with the end definitely turned upwards. My daughters 
and I all saw it and watched it for some time through 
binoculars. F. G. PENROSE. 

CLUTCH OF WHITE EGGS OF CURLEW. 
ON April 26th, 1925, I found on a moor near S. Molton, Devon, 
a nest of the Common Curlew (Nmnenins a. arquaia) con
taining four white eggs. They were not of as pure a white as 
those (say) of a Turtle Dove, but they could only be described 
as " white eggs"—creamy-white—and unspotted save for 
faint markings on the larger end of one. I noticed the bird 
did not leave her eggs till I was within twenty or thirty yards, 
though I had been within a hundred yards of the nest and in 
full view for several minutes. T. G, POWELL. 
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BLACK TERNS IN SCILLY. 
DURING the week, April I2th-i8th, 1925, I am informed, a 
pair of Black Terns (Chlidonias niger) frequented the pool of 
Porthhellic, St. Mary's, Scilly. ' H. W. ROBINSON. 

BUFFON'S SKUA IN THE SCILLY ISLES. 
ON May 26th, 1925, whilst about three miles east of the Scilly 
Isles, I saw what I believe is the first record of Buff on's Skua 
(Stercomrius longicaudus) for these islands. It was a fine 
specimen and held its tail quite straight like that of a Sparrow -
Hawk when flying into the wind, but curved downwards when 
flying across the wind. H. W. ROBINSON. 

DIVING ABILITY OF NESTLING MOORHEN. 
A NESTLING Moorhen (Gattitmla ch. ckloropus), about twelve 
days old, when flushed from the edge of a pond swam under 
water for several yards, then dived to the bottom where it 
remained submerged for two minutes, seven seconds. It then 
came to the surface to extrude its head and bill and was 
caught and ringed. When released it swam under water for 
some yards, came to the surface for a moment to extrude its 
bill, then dived and was submerged for exactly four minutes 
before it rose to the surface to breathe. The depth of the 
water was one foot. R. H. BROWN. 

CUCKOO RETURNING TO SAME SUMMER QUARTERS FOR THE 
SIXTH SUCCESSIVE YEAR.—With reference to his previous 
notes (Vol. XVI., p. 190, XVII., p. 23), Mr. T. L. S. Dooly 
writes that the same Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus), readily 
identified by its peculiar call, has again returned to Formby, 
Lancashire, in 1925. 

EGG-DEPOSITION BY THE CUCKOO.—Mr. G. R. Humphreys 
describes (Irish Nat., 1924, pp. 118-121) how he watched a 
Cuckoo {Cuculus c. canorus) glide down to the nest of a Meadow-
Pipit. Having arrived on the ground she moved to the nest 
with head lowered and outstretched, and, having settled 
herself upon it, depressed her tail which was afterwards 
raised to the normal position when she backed out and flew 
away. From the moment she alighted on the ground to the 
time she left was forty seconds. The nest, which had not 
previously been inspected, was found to contain only the 
Cuckoo's egg, which was warm. It could not be observed 
if the Cuckoo picked up an egg from the nest or carried one 
away. 
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STATUS OF THE SHOVELER IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. T. L. S. 
Dooly informs us that he saw a male Shoveler [Spatula 
clypeata) on Down Holland Moss, near Formby, on May 16th, 
1925. From the date this was quite possibly a breeding bird. 
We believe that the Shoveler nests regularly in the county 
but definite records seem to be lacking and we should be glad 
of more information on the point. 

THE GREAT BUSTARD IN SCOTLAND.—To the Scottish 
Naturalist (1924, pp. 173-183), Mr. H. S. Gladstone contributes 
a very useful article on this subject. From this it would 
appear that the only reference to Otis tarda breeding in 
Scotland is the often quoted one by Hector Boethius, who in 
1526 stated that it bred in " Merchia" (approximately 
Berwick and Haddington). This is not confirmed by any 
subsequent writer and no bones of the bird have been found. 

The only records of the occurrence of stragglers during the 
last fifty years are given as follows : March 29th, 1876, adult 
female, Stronsay, Orkney (doubtless same as that quoted for 
1886 in Vert. Fauna Orkney, see also Tract. Handbook, II,, 
p. 816) ; February 8th, 1892, female, Stronsay (shot on 
adjoining farm to that for 1876 and now in Royal Scottish 
Museum) ; June 20th, 1895, female, washed up on Ayrshire 
coast at Irvine ; January 4th, 1924, immature female cap
tured Sanday, Orkneys (vide antea, p. 175), and now in Royal 
Scottish Museum. 
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