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FIELD-NOTES FROM CUMBERLAND, 1924. 
BY 

R. H. BROWN. 

CARRION-CROW (Corvus c. corone).—These birds were breeding 
early this year. On April 7th I found a nest of five eggs and 
another on the 8th. In 1923 a pair nested in an oak tree 
in a field behind my house and reared four young. The same 
nest was used this spring, a fresh lining added and four young 
hatched, which were destroyed by a neighbouring farmer. 
When the nest is built in a fir-tree it is usual for the nest-
lining to contain some of the bark-fibre from the tree. Of 
nineteen nests found this year (and visited, when necessary, 
until the clutches were complete) two had clutches of two 
eggs, three clutches of three eggs, three four eggs and the rest 
five eggs. 

The nestlings are brooded during the day until they are 
five or six days old and during the night until nine or ten days 
old. It is whilst the young are fledging that the adults are 
most demonstrative, and if the nest is visited during this 
period they frequently circle in the air above the tree, 
repeatedly calling, and now and again alighting in a neigh
bouring tree, but the young rarely answer them. and the 
adults do not lose all wariness but keep a respectable distance 
away from the intruder. These fledged youngsters have a 
strong, musty odour. 

ROOK (C. / . frugilegus).—On December 18th, 1923, I was 
watching a flock of Rooks scattered about a grass-field when 
my attention was attracted by a male courting a female. 
Suddenly from further afield two Rooks came flying and 
alighting beside the male attacked him. The female joined 
in, to the male's assistance, I think, and the four engaged in 
a general milee. 

On January 7th I noticed a flock of Rooks in a field. Many 
were courting, others were sitting together in pairs, now and 
then fondling bills. One pair, the female opened her beak 
and the male placed his inside, disgorging some worms from 
his pouch into her mouth. 

Courtship was first observed this autumn on November 3rd, 
a male, with drooping wings and expanded tail, bowing to a 
female, she acknowledging his attentions by a slight bow now 
and again. 

On August 14th I surprised five Rooks feeding off a dead 
rabbit and the same day had an excellent view of a Rook 
flying away with a mushroom. 
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GOLDFINCH (Carduelis c. britannicus).—This spring I 
watched four pairs nest-building. The female did all the 
building and lining of the nest, the male's duties consisting 
in accompanying her for nesting materials. They left and 
returned together and whilst the female was busy at the nest 
the male kept guard from a near-by branch, indulged in song, 
or occasionally visited the nest to see how the work was 
progressing or in order to copulate. Once or twice a male 
was seen to pick up nesting material, toy with it, and then 
drop it. When the nest was being lined the male spent most 
of his time singing and did not accompany the female so often 
on her journeys for material. The males gave most song 
during the period of nest-building and egg-laying, and by the 
end of the first week of incubation, which was performed 
entirely by the females, song had practically ceased. The 
last few days the young were in the nest, song again became 
vigorous, whilst if the eggs or young were destroyed the male 
was singing vigorously the following day. 

The female was called off the eggs each morning for about 
twenty minutes and usually she was called away to feed, but 
sometimes the male fed her at the nest. 

The second brood of a pair which nested in my garden 
left the nest on August 29th. From the 26th onwards the 
male was singing, and on the 28th he was so engaged when 
the female alighted in the tree beside him. He attempted 
coition but she would not allow him and flew away. After 
an interval he followed her. 

On May 18th I observed three Goldfinches in a tree, two 
males and a female The males were flying at each other, 
then falling to the ground with locked claws, uttering all the 
time a loud, harsh, call-note. The female appeared oblivious 
of their presence. 

In this neighbourhood the autumn flocks have usually split 
up into parties of four to six birds by the turn of the year, 
but occasionally flocks may be seen during January and 
February. Thus a flock of twenty-five birds near Linstock 
on January 15th, 1917, and of fifteen near Dalston on 
February 4th. 

LESSER REDPOLL (C, linaria cabaret).—A nest examined on 
May 15th was lined entirely with wool. 

TREE-SPARROW {Passer m. montanus).—Within a ten-mile 
radius of Carlisle I found this species in five different localities. 
About the middle of June I discovered three pairs frequenting 
a line of trees, and a week later saw another pair in a second 
locality. On June 16th in a third locality I saw a male 
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feeding a female, and in another neighbourhood found a pair 
breeding in a hole in a barn wall. The male was singing on 
May 22nd but the young were not heard in the nest until the 
first week of July. In the fifth locality four pairs nested—one 
in a knot-hole in an oak tree reared one brood, the others in 
holes in a barn wall, and each reared two broods. On July 2nd 
I got one young one, which was fledged, out of the nest in the 
knot-hole and judging by touch there were only two more. 
Of those that nested in the barn wall, one pair were building 
on May 7th. Both sexes had nesting material but only one 
entered the hole while I watched them, the other dropped its 
material. Both sexes assisted in feeding the young, which 
from hatching until they left the nest kept up an intermittent 
chirping, audible twelve yards away. The first brood was 
heard on June 5th and last on June 18th. Another brood 
was in the nest from August 9th until 22nd, and the last was 
hatched on August 23rd and left the nest on September 6th. 
Thus the fledging-period appears to be thirteen to fourteen 
days. At this locality on October 26th I picked up a dead 
Tree-Sparrow in perfect plumage. 

On October 21st I saw a Tree-Sparrow amongst some House-
Sparrows about four miles north-west of Brampton. 

YELLOW BUNTING (Emberiza c. citrinella),—On April 6th I 
saw a hen building, and another nest which was begun on 
April 17th held one egg on the 24th. A third nest held three 
eggs on April 29th. 

During August I watched two pairs feeding their young on 
crane flies (Tifiula fialudosa). 

WHITE WAGTAIL {Motacilla a. alba).—On October 7th three 
White Wagtails were about my grounds, and at times being 
with an adult Pied Wagtail were easily distinguished. 

PIED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca).—For three 
consecutive years I found a pair nesting in the same branch-
hole at a height of thirty feet from the ground. The male 
was very pugnacious and would drive away any Chaffinches 
or Tits which tried to alight in the tree. I could not find 
them nesting there this year. In another locality I flushed 
a pair out of an oak tree on May 4th. On two subsequent 
visits I failed to find the birds, but on May 18th they were 
building in the same tree. Only the female carried nesting 
material, the male accompanying her on her journeys and 
singing whilst she was in the nest-hole. On May 24th the 
nest held three eggs and on the 28th the female was sitting 
on six. The female was the only bird found incubating and 
the young, four in number, hatched on June 10th, incubation-
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period thirteen days, and flew from the nest on June 24th, 
fledging-period fourteen days. The two eggs were left in the 
nest. When the young were nine days old I timed the adults 
feeding them for one hour, during which the female fed them 
seven times, the male five times. The fseces were carried 
away and dropped. In this tree a pair of Blue-Tits and of 
Tree-Creepers also nested. About a mile below this site two 
pairs of Pied Flycatchers nested and on June 29th both males 
were seen, each feeding a solitary fledgling. One male was 
flycatching just above the surface of the water. 

WOOD-WARBLER (Phylloscopus s. sibilatrix) .—On May 27th 
I was watching a Wood-Warbler singing, when presently it 
began gathering nesting material off the ground, and having 
secured a beakful it hovered for a few seconds above the 
nesting-site before descending. The nest had apparently 
just been begun on this day, and on June 2nd it held two eggs. 

WHITETHROAT {Sylvia c. communis).—This species un
doubtedly rears two broods at times, even in the north. Thus 
near Silloth on July 29th, 1918, I found a nest containing 
two newly-hatched young and one egg. Other late dates are 
July 9th, 1917, nest of two newly-hatched young, and July 
12th, 1922, nest of four young about six days old. 

MISTLE-THRUSH (Turdus v. viscivorus).—On August 30th I 
listened to two Mistle-Thrushes singing, and on October 2nd 
and 9th one was singing in my garden. 

A nest which I had under observation, practically all the 
incubation, which lasted fourteen days, was done by the 
female, the male only assisting for about an hour each day. 
The fledging-period was fifteen days and both sexes fed the 
young. This nest was the birds' third attempt to rear a 
brood and whenever I visited it the female attacked me, 
hitting me in the face with her wings. This she did when the 
nest held eggs and when it held young. 

REDBREAST (Erithacusrubecula melophilus).—The courtship 
of the Redbreast appears to be carried on intermittently from 
October onwards. In the first stage the male and female 
meet on the boundary of their respective territories and the 
male, with head thrown back, sings to the female. Then 
usually the female flies back into her territory and the male 
returns into his. Sometimes the female enters the male's 
territory or vice-versa and the action proceeds as above. On 
November 12th I was watching two Redbreasts, presumably 
male and female. The male, with head thrown back, sang for 
some time to the female. When he had finished the female 
uttered a few low notes then flew away. The courtship in 



62 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. xrx. 

the second stage appears to be carried on irrespective ol the 
boundaries of the territories and the male usually follows the 
female about, or two males may pursue one female. The 
male sings a little, the female listening attentively, the two 
birds separated by a few inches. Then she moves on, he 
follows, and when she stops he once more bursts into song. 
Occasionally they may fondle beaks. On January 3rd I was 
walking along a lane when two Redbreasts came flying over 
the hedge-top, and after a slight scuffle on the ground flew to 
the hedge. One began singing, with neck slightly outstretched 
and drooping wings, the other listening attentively with 
bowed head. When the former had finished, the latter sang 
a couple of bars, then flew away pursued by the other. 

A male was seen displaying to a female on February 18th. 
With tail held almost vertical he slowly moved his head from 
side to side, singing vigorously all the time. The display 
lasted for several minutes, terminated by the female flying 
away, he pursuing her. 

WREN (Troglodytes t. troglodytes),—On November 5th two 
Wrens were about my garden, the male singing vigorously to 
the female and following her about. On one occasion he 
flew to a post and with extended horizontal wings pivoted in 
a half-circle, singing all the time. Two Wrens were observed 
pursuing each other about the garden on November 13th. 
One flew into a bush, the other alighted on the ground at its 
base. The one in the bush burst forth into vigorous song, 
the other listening attentively. When the first Wren had 
ceased the other sang, a song as loud and vigorous as the 
former's. 

DIPPER (Cinclus c. gularis).—In a nest of five eggs, four 
hatched on April 16th, the other the next day, but this young 
one disappeared and the four young flew on May 5th, giving 
a fledging-period of nineteen days. 

Dippers will use the same nest year after year, relining it 
for each clutch of eggs. The lining, usually oak or beech 
leaves, the birds obtain, I think, from the stream bottom, as 
the leaves are generally very wet when first placed in the nest. 

TAWNY OWL (Strix alum sylvatica).—The following notes 
deal with the fledging-period of the Tawny Owl. Observa
tions on the first nest ceased through my leaving the 
district :— 

1921. Old nest of Carrion-Crow.—April 8th : Owl flushed 
off three eggs, one well chipped and the nestling calling inside. 
April 12th : Two nestlings out and the other egg well chipped. 
Heard the young when I reached the tree. April 19th : 
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Flushed an adult off the three young, which are different 
sizes, the two larger birds beginning to fledge. Nest very 
dirty with faeces and held two headless long-tailed field-mice. 
April 26th : Climbed to the nest. When half-way up the 
tree an adult attacked me, striking my left ear with its talons 
and drawing blood. Just as I reached the nest it again 
attacked, butting me in the small of the back. After this 
it flew to a neighbouring tree and hooted. Only two nestlings, 
one considerably larger than the other, and resenting my 
presence with a " clicking " noise. The nestlings are fledging 
rapidly and are practically feathered on the mantle and 
beginning on the head and breast, whilst the flight-feathers 
are growing out of the quills. 

1923. Nest in a hollow tree.—April 25th : Flushed an 
Owl off three nestlings, all different sizes, the smallest still 
in down, the others have the quills of the flight-feathers 
appearing. Judge the largest to be eleven days old, the 
smallest seven days. Three headless long-tailed field-mice 
in the nest. May 3rd : Nestlings feathering well on the mantle 
and starting on the head and breast. Two rats, headless, for 
food. May 8th : Three young still in the nest which held 
the remains of a Blackbird and a Song-Thrush. May 19th : 
Still three young, practically feathered, but the legs are still 
in down. A headless rabbit in the nest. May 20th : Only 
the youngest Owl in the nest, and by the 23rd this one had 
flown. The fledging-period was thus thirty-four to thirty-
six days. 

1924. Nest in hollow tree.—April 20th : Owl put off three 
young, which are different sizes, the two larger ones have 
their eyes open and the quills of the flight-feathers appearing. 
The other is still in down and eyes shut. Take them to be 
eleven, nine and seven days old respectively. Two young 
rabbits, headless, in the nest. April 25th : Visited the nest
ling Owls and found an adult brooding them. They are 
feathering on the mantle and head, and the wing-feathers are 
growing out of the quills, but the two older nestlings are 
considerably larger then the other. I took this youngest 
Owl in order to hand-rear it. The nest held the remains of 
a black water-vole and a Song-Thrush. May 4th : Two 
young feathering rapidly, feathered on the mantle, head, face, 
and breast, and the wing-feathers growing. The older bird 
has its tail-feathers almost fully developed, the other just 
starting its tail-feathers. May n t h : As I climbed to the 
nest an adult attacked me twice, on each occasion striking 
the back of my head with its talons. The young were sitting 



64 BRITISH BIKDS. [VOL. xrx. 

on a branch near the tree top and the older bird flew down to 
the ground and was replaced in the tree. Both Owls fledged 
except for a little down about the eyes and the legs, which are 
still in down. The hand-reared Owl was in juvenile plumage 
(legs in down) by May 18th, and allowing the others two more 
days for fledging and the fledging-period of the three was 
thirty-two to thirty-five days. 

The hand-reared Owl's legs were not feathered until June 
15th, by which date the mantle was in winter plumage and 
the head and breast assuming winter plumage. The nestling 
Owl has the mouth inside a pale flesh-colour, the tongue with 
two light brown marks. The eyelids are pink and are still 
this colour when fledged. 

On April n t h I surprised a Tawny Owl out of an ivy-clad 
tree, and climbing to the branch the bird had flown jrom I 
found the remains of a Song-Thrush and the still warm body 
of a rabbit. The head of the rabbit was skinned, but there 
were no signs of the fur, and the tongue and front of the skull 
were gone. 

COMMON BUZZARD (Buteo h. buteo).—In 1923 I found a 
pair nesting in an oak tree in a wood. The nest was placed 
some distance along an outspreading branch. On June 27th 
it held three eggs. On July 8th there were two young about 
a week old, and these flew from the nest on August n t h , 
when I visited it, so that the fledgling-period was about 
six weeks. By the time the young left the nest it was 
flattened out, and beside it was a platform where the food 
was evidently placed. There was a little down about the 
nest when it held eggs and young. The Buzzards nested in 
the same tree this year. I was unable to visit the wood 
until June 21st, and on climbing the tree found the nest near 
the top and in a branch-fork against the stem. It had been 
robbed. There was a little down in the nest-cup and the 
rim was decorated with fresh larch twigs, although the wood 
consisted of oak and ash trees. 

In 1922 a pair nested on a rock ledge beside a mountain-
ash. On May 22nd the nest held three young, two larger 
than the other, clad in a greyish down. Cere yellow, rest of 
the bill black, tip horn-colour. Legs and feet yellow, claws 
grey. Inside mouth flesh-colour, tongue with two lateral 
blue-grey spots at the base and one at the tip. The nest-
rim was decorated with fresh mountain-ash twigs and held 
two perfect field-voles. On June 8th the^e were still three 
young, and the l o c a l ^ was not visited again until August 
28th, when five Buzzards were seen soaring round, so it is 
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probable that the three young were safely reared. In 1923 
the locality was not visited, but this year a visit was paid 
on April 12th and the nest was being built not far from the 
1922 site. When next visited on June 20th it had been 
robbed. Near it was an unlined nest of the Common Wren. 
There were several castings of beetles' wings about the 
Buzzard's nest. 

A third nest found this year was in an adjacent county, 
but as I was able to pay several visits to it I give the observa
tions here. On May 29th the nest, on a rock ledge below a 
mountain-ash, held two young, two days old, and one chipped 
egg, the young one calling inside. The nest-rim, as usual, 
was decorated, this one with fresh mountain-ash twigs, and 
also held the perfect bodies of four field-voles and one shrew-
mouse. On June 9th there were only two young, covered 
with a coarse greyish down, the quills of the flight-feathers 
appearing. Near the nest was the putrefying carcase of 
an ewe on which the young were being fed. Both young 
were opening their beaks a lot ; one always drew back when 
I approached it with my hand. As I did not know whether 
I should be able to visit them again I ringed them. On 
June 22nd the nest held one young one, grown considerably 
since my last visit. There were no signs of the other, either 
in the nest or under the rock ledge. The nestling had the 
flight-feathers practically developed and the tail-feathers 
were about two-thirds out, the mantle was feathered and 
the upper-breast beginning, the rest still in down. A perfect 
Sky-Lark, i.e., not headless or plucked, and two pellets, the 
larger measuring i f in. by f in., were in the nest. The pellets 
consisted mainly of vole-fur, but one contained the legs and 
feet of a Meadow-Pipit. The nest was visited for the last 
time on July 6th. The young Buzzard was resting on its 
tarsi, and as I drew level with the nest it rose to its feet 
and essayed its first flight. Rising into the wind it made a 
semicircular glide and alighted on the cliff-side. Flushed 
from here it made another semicircular flight and again 
alighted on the cliff-side. Put up once more it flew across 
the stream and pitched into a bed of rushes, where it was left. 
The fledging-period was thus forty days. The nest held the 
remains of a Meadow-Pipit and a Wood-Pigeon, but was 
not decorated with fresh twigs as it had been on my 
previous visits. I never at any time saw any down about 
the nest. 

At times the Buzzard will hover in one place, with wings 
held horizontally, like a Kestrel. One day I was watching 
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three Buzzards hovering, and two were hovering with half-
closed wings, remaining for some time in one position. 

SHELD-DUCK (Tadorna tadorna).—On July 8th I was on 
one of the Solway Marshes, and approaching the banks of a 
small stream noticed a pair of Sheld-Ducks flying restlessly 
round and round a certain portion of the stream, uttering 
all the time a low-pitched " urk, urk." On reaching the 
bank side I found on the water a brood of eight or nine 
Sheld-Ducks, which on my appearance began spreading out, 
moving upstream and first one and then another dived and 
swam under water. In diving their feet hit the surface 
with considerable force. As I followed them upstream 
they continued diving and began swimming past me under 
water so that presently all were making for the estuary. 
The water was too opaque to see how the young progressed 
underneath it, but they swam a distance of twenty-five to 
thirty yards under water. 

OYSTER-CATCHER (Hcematopus o. ostralegus).—Like most 
Waders, these birds make several nesting-hollows on the 
marsh, and the one that is used for breeding purposes is often 
lined with sheep's dung. Where there are only two eggs 
a stone is sometimes pulled into the nest. For the first 
two or three days after hatching the young do not go far 
from the nest and remain together. If handled, on being 
released, they usually run off and take fresh hiding. As they 
grow older they learn to remain in the same place even if 
handled. When fledged, and before they can fly, they will 
often run off after being handled. The adults do not appear 
to brood the young after they are three or four days old. 
When the nests are placed on the marsh edge, adjoining 
the mudflats, as soon as the tide retreats the young are driven 
on to the mudflats and hide close up beside the marsh edge 
with their backs to the estuary. When hidden in this manner 
they are no doubt less liable to be trodden on by the marsh 
cattle and are perhaps safer from human intruders. 

LAND-RAIL (Crex crex).—On June 19th my neighbour, 
Mr. Blacklock, was scything the grass in an orchard. Hap
pening to glance back he saw a Land-Rail sitting on the 
ground. The bird running away, he found she had been 
sitting on a nest of fourteen eggs, which he had scythed over 
without noticing and, owing to the eggs lying in a depression, 
none were broken. He finished mowing the grass and 
cocked it the same day and fortunately the Land-Rail did 
not desert, although the nest was now exposed and only 
six yards from the cottage. As I did not know how long 
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the eggs had been incubated I visited the nest daily. The 
bird used to brood the eggs until one was five or six yards 
away, then would swiftly run away. The same bird, the 
female I think, was always put off the eggs, and the male 
was never seen, even when the young were out. A Land-
Rail was heard craking in this orchard until the first or 
second week in June, but certainly after the nest was found 
I never heard the craking in the orchard. 

At 6 p.m. on June 30th one nestling was hatched. On 
July 1st at 6 a.m. there were seven nestlings. The female 
ran two or three feet from the nest and then faced me, making 
a " clicking " noise by snapping her bill, and at times, with 
half-opened wings, uttered a high-pitched crooning note 
with her bill closed. Beside the nest were the remains of 
tour eggs. At noon these eggshells had disappeared and 
the female was brooding nine nestlings a few feet from the 
nest. The nestlings were replaced in the nest and two more 
eggs were seen to be chipped. At 6 p.m. there were only two 
eggs in the nest, which I broke and iound infertile. The 
female was found brooding the twelve nestlings under the 
shelter of a hay-cock. She ran away from them and, facing 
me, performed as already described. As the hay was to 
be lifted this evening I placed the nestlings for safety in 
the hedge-bottom. Later in the evening the female was 
seen running backwards and forwards across the road and 
presently two nestlings emerged from the grass and ran 
across the road. Looking about the grass I found the rest 
of the chicks and carried them into a neighbouring pasture-
field. As the}' all hatched within twenty-four hours it 
seems that incubation did not begin until the clutch was 
laid. 
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