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THE NESTLINGS OF SOME RARE BRITISH BIRDS. 
BY 

H. F . W I T H E R B Y . 

DURING a visit to central Spain this summer, my wife and I 
were able to find a certain number of nestlings of birds on 
the British list, which were not described or were imperfectly 
described in the Practical Handbook. I took detailed notes 
on the spot and preserved in alcohol specimens of each, and 
these are now in the Natural History Museum. Many were 
collected on the estate at Rincon (Province Avila) of our 
friend the Spanish ornithologist Seflor Don Augusto Gil 
Lletget, to whom our grateful thanks are due for much kind 
help and generous hospitality. 

It seems not out of place to append two notes correcting 
and amplifying what I wrote in the Handbook under " Field-
Characters " regarding the songs of the Orphean and Rufous 
Warbler. 
ORPHEAN WARBLER.—Vol. I., p. 363.* Very little of the song 

is like the Blackcap and this is softer and not heard at 
any distance. The distinguishing phrase of the song is 
loud and not very musical, very difficult to syllabilize, 
and is not really satisfactorily expressed by " chee-uvvy-
uvvy-uwy." This is heard constantly and can be 
distinguished at a considerable distance. 

RUFOUS WARBLER.—Vol. I., p. 387. This song is somewhat 
disjointed, composed of short phrases of clear, lark-like 
notes which form its distinctive characteristic. 

NESTLINGS. 
GOLDEN ORIOLE (Oriolus 0. oriolus).—Vol. I., p. 40. Down, 

buffish-white, rather short but fairly plentiful; distribu
tion, outer and inner supra-orbital, occipital, spinal, 
humeral, ulnar, femoral and ventral, f Mouth, inside 
bright pink, no spots ; externally, gape-flanges whitish. 
N.B.—Feathers beginning to grow. Rincon, near Cande-
leda (Avila), Spain. June 7th, 1925. 

SERIN (Serinus canarius serinus).—-Vol. I., p. 71. Down, pale 
grey, longish but rather scanty; distribution, inner 
supra-orbital, occipital, spinal, humeral, ulnar, femoral, 
crural and ventral (very short on ventral tract). Mouth, 

* References to volume and page in the Practical Handbook where 
the species is described. 

t This description is in agreement with tha t given by Mr. Colling-
wood Ingram, who described the down of the nestling Golden Oriole 
in The Ibis, 1920, p . 876. 
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inside bright pink, no spots ; externally, gape-flanges 
pink, edges of mandibles greenish-yellow. N.B.—About 
two days old. Guadalupe (Caceres), Spain. May 20th, 
1925. 

ROCK-BUNTING (Emberiza cia cia).—Vol. I., p. 124. Down, 
smoke-grey, long and fairly plentiful; distribution, inner 
supra-orbital, occipital, humeral, ulnar, spinal, femoral, 
crural and ventral. Mouth, inside yellowish-pink, no 
spots; externally, gape-flanges whitish. N.B.—Just 
hatched. Puerto del Pico, Sierra de Gredos (Avila), 
Spain. June 13th, 1925. 

WOOD-LARK (Lullula arborea).—Vol. I., p. 160 and Vol. II., 
p. 891. Down, darkish smoke-grey, darkest on supra
orbital and occipital tracts, long and fairly plentiful; 
distribution, inner supra-orbital, occipital, humeral, ulnar, 
spinal, femoral and ventral (short and scanty). N.B.— 
The spinal tract single at its caudal end, divides into a 
Y shape about the middle of the back. Mouth, inside 
deep yellow, round black spot at tip and two very small 
black spots at each side of middle of tongue ; externally, 
gape-flanges yellowish-ivory-white. N.B.-—Just hatched. 
Rincon, near Candeleda (Avila), Spain. May 30th, 1925. 

WOODCHAT SHRIKE (Lanius senator senator). Vol. I., p. 268. 
Down, whitish, very short and very scanty and scarcely 
noticeable with naked eye; distribution, ulnar and 
ventral. Mouth, inside orange, no spots; externally, 
gape-flanges yellow. N.B.—One or two days old. Skin 
yellowish, no feathers yet sprouting.* Rincon, near 
Candeleda (Avila), Spain. May 26th, 1925. 

ORPHEAN WARBLER (Sylvia hortensis horiensis).•—Vol. I., p. 361. 
No down, skin rather dark flesh-colour. Mouth, inside 
orange-yellow, two oblong dark (blackish) lateral spots 
at base of tongue and two smaller and paler ones at tip ; 
externally, gape-flanges greenish-yellow. N.B.—About 
two days old. An older—feathered—bird had the gape-
fianges yellowish-white and not greenish as the younger 

* Mr. Collingwood Ingram (I.e., p . 879), states tha t white down has 
been noticed to appear between the feathers on the wings and in apteria 
on several parts of the body. He also states tha t down has been 
noticed on the ventral tract in Lanius collurio at all events when as 
much as four days old. Unfortunately, the many other nests I found 
of Woodchat contained either eggs or feathered young and I was able 
to examine only the one unfeathered brood. Of the Red-backed 
Shrike I have also examined only one brood (one or two days old) and 
in these I could find no down at all. I t seems possible that there is 
individual variation in these birds in which the down is so poorly 
developed. 
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ones. Rincon, near Candeleda (Avila), Spain. June 14th, 
1925. 

SUBALPINE WARBLER {Sylvia canhllans caniillans).—Vol. I., 
p. 38a. No down. Mouth, inside orange, no spots ; 
externally, gape-flanges yellowish-white. N.B.—Feathers 
partly grown. Rincon, near Candeleda (Avila), Spain. 
May 24th, 1925. 

BEE-EATER {Merops apiaster),—Vol. II., p. 20. No down, 
skin rather bright pink-flesh. Mouth, inside flesh, no 
spots; externally, gape-flanges very small and inconspicu
ous, dull yellowish ; bill straight, grey. N.B.—Two or 
three days old, back of tarsus rather flattened and " heel " 
with a soft flat pad. Rincon, near Candeleda (Avila), 
Spain. June 16th, 1925. 

HOOPOE {Upupa epops epops).—Vol. II., p. 23. Down, white, 
fairly long but rather scanty; distribution, outer and 
inner supra-orbital, occipital, humeral (long), ulnar (very-
short), spinal, femoral, crural, ventral (very short), and 
a caudal tuft. Mouth, inside bright pink, no spots ; ex
ternally, gape-flanges large, thick and very conspicuous, 
waxy-white. Bill straight and rather thick, dark bluish-
slate. N.B.—Feathers just beginning to grow. In the 
description in the Handbook, from a feathered skin, down 
on the outer supra-orbital tract was omitted. A small 
roughened " pad " at back of tarsal joint. The marked 
difference in the gape-flanges of the Hoopoe and Bee-
Eater, both birds nesting in dark holes, is worthy of note. 
Rincon, near Candeleda (Avila), Spain. May 27th, 1925. 

LESSER KESTREL (Falco naumanni naumanni).—Vol. II., 
p. 125. Down (c) is white not huffish as in Common 
Kestrel, so that older birds with this second longer down 
are easily distinguishable from young of the Common 
Kestrel in the same stage. N.B.—Claws white, not dark 
as in young of Common Kestrel. Arenas (Avila), Spain. 
Female parent caught and identified June 16th, 1925. 

MARSH-HARRIER {Circus cemginosus).—Vol. II., p. 148. A bird 
just hatched may be described, as it differs somewhat 
from the description of the same down given in the 
Handbook. Base of neck all round, back between wings 
and upper surface of wings pinkish-buff and a faint buff 
tinge down centre of lower back and rump ; huffish 
round eyes ; eyelids blackish, rest of down white, con
spicuously so on crown. Bill, upper mandible black ; 
lower mandible, cere and gape pink-flesh ; feet pinkish-
yellow. N.B.—-One day old. Hatched under a hen. 
Rincon, near Candeleda (Avila), Spain. June 17th, 1925. 
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