
TOTES 
DWARF EGGS OF YELLOW BUNTING. 

ON May 29th, 1925, near Felsted, Essex, I found a Yellow 
Bunting (Emberiza c. citrinetta) sitting on one diminutive egg, 
not as large as a pea ; a few days later she was still sitting 
on this one small egg. I took the egg as a curio; it was yolk-
less, very thick shelled and well marked. A few days ago the 
same bird had another nest and was sitting on another diminu
tive egg, the nest being only a few yards from the previous 
one. To-night, June 24th, I took the egg as she had been 
sitting on it nearly a week to my knowledge. This again was 
yolkless. It differed from the first by being much longer, 
less well-marked, and the shell rather fragile. J. H. OWEN. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER AND WREN NESTING IN 
SAME CAVITY. 

I HAVE just been shown rather an interesting example of 
combined nesting. The nests, one of a Spotted Flycatcher 
(Muscicapa s. striata), the other of a Wren (Troglodytes t. 
troglodytes), were built in the trunk of a live holly, about 
seven feet from the ground, where broken branches have 
left two decayed holes, one immediately above the other, 
each giving access to a common cavity within. The diameter 
of both holes is about four inches. On the " ground floor " 
is a normal Wren's nest, with the usual small opening in the 
centre of the lower hole; immediately above, and woven into 
the roof of the Wren's nest, is the Flycatcher's nest, about 
level with the upper hole. 

The occupants had flown when I saw the nests, but I am 
told that both birds were incubating at the same time, and 
both broods successfully reared. CHARLES E. ALFORD. 

[Competition between hole-breeding birds (such as Tits, 
Robins, Redstarts, Flycatchers, etc.) for nesting-sites is generally 
keen and occasionally results in nests of different species being 
placed in close proximity. For instances of Spotted Fly
catchers building on nests (mostly old ones) of other birds 
see Brit. Birds, Vol XL, p. 87.—EDS.] 

MARSH-WARBLER BREEDING IN NORTH DORSET. 
A PAIR of Marsh-Warblers (Acrocephalus palustris) had their 
nest in the Yeo valley between Sherborne and Bradford Abbas 
this year (1925). The nest, found on June 21st, was sus
pended by " basket handles " to small reeds and nettles 
growing at the side of a ditch in a grass-field by the River 
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Yeo. It contained five typical eggs. The song of the bird, 
heard on this date near the nest, differed widely from that of 
the Reed-Warbler. 

The Rev. F. L. Blathwayt recorded (Brit. B., XL, p. 44) 
Marsh-Warblers breeding in the same district in 1897, but 
this is, so far as I know, the only other record for north 
Dorset. R. V. PAYNE. 

MISTLE -THRUSH NESTING ON A SPOUT. 
A LADY whom I was visiting on the outskirts of the city of 
Chester on May 24th, 1925, drew my attention to a nest 
containing two young birds placed on the top of a spout about 
a yard from her window. While we watched, a Mistle-Thrush 
(Turdus v. viscivorus) flew up and fed the young. The spout 
has a wide ornamental top known as a " rain-water head," 
over which is a covering of iron or zinc. This formed a 
platform for the nest, which was completely protected from 
rain by the projecting roof of the house about eight inches 
above. W. HENRY DOBIE. 

[While nests of the Mistle-Thrush on stone walls and rocky 
ledges are not uncommon in hilly districts, those placed on 
buildings are much less frequent. Mr. S. G. Cummings found 
one in the gable of a ruined cottage, Mr. G. A. B. Dewar has 
recorded one on a projecting beam under the eaves of a house ; 
inside sheds (L. R. W. Loyd and- N. F. Ticehurst); house 
front behind advertizing letters (Birds of The Isle of Man, 
p. 3), etc. Cf. summary in Brit. B., VII., p. 74.—F.C.R.J.j 

CLUTCHES OF DWARF EGGS OF SONG-THRUSH. 
As it appears from Mr. Jourdain's note (antea, p. 50) that 
clutches of dwarf eggs are but very rarely met with, it may be 
worth putting on record the two following clutches of Song-
Thrush (Turdus ph. clarkei). They were both found in the 
same brickyard at Clayhythe, near Cambridge, and the eggs, 
except in size, were perfectly normal. The first, of five eggs, 
was found on May 8th, 1894, and two of the eggs measure 
20.5 by 17.1 and 21.75 by 17.1 mm. ; the other three were 
perfectly uniform in size with these two, but I have not got 
their measurements. The second clutch, of four eggs, was 
found on May 10th, 1902, and these measure 22 by 17.75 
22.5 by 17.9, 22.5 by 18.25 a n d 23.4 by 18 mm. The average 
of normal eggs as given in the Practical Handbook is 30.7 by 
22.8 mm. N. F. TICEHURST. 

MULTIPLE NEST-BUILDING BY BLACKBIRD. 
AT Coombe End, Whitchurch, Oxfordshire, the residence of 
Lady Godlee, there are three ladders under cover, placed 
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against a wall in the stable-yard. Between the rungs of one 
of these a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) has built this summer 
(1925) nine nests and laid the foundation of a tenth. Six of 
these are completed and lined and three others are well 
advanced, but the building seems to have ceased now. In 
none of the. nests has any egg been laid and I understand only 
one Blackbird has been noticed at work. The whole series 

S E R I E S OF NESTS BUILT BY BLACKBIRD. 

of nests appears to be interwoven between the rungs so that 
one nest could not be removed without disturbing and dis
arranging the adjoining ones. The photograph shows six 
of the nests. JOHN L. HAWKINS. 

[Cf. Br. B., XIII., p. 108. Multiple nest-building has also 
been recorded of the Chaffinch (Vol. IV., p. 307), Redbreast 
(V., p. 132), Song-Thrush (XII., p. 68) and Redstart (XII., 
p. 68).—F.C.R.J.] 

CUCKOO ENTERING NESTING-BOX AND TWO 
CUCKOOS LAYING IN SAME NEST. 

THE nest of a Pied Wagtail (Motacilla a. yarrellii) was built 
in a nesting-box hanging on the wall of a garden in South 
Essex, and when first noticed (on May 30th, 1925) contained 
two of the Wagtail's eggs. On May 31st it contained three. 
By the morning of June 1st four eggs had been deposited by 
the Wagtail, and about 4.30 p.m. the same day a Cuckoo's 
egg was added, the latter being removed by the gardener 
the same evening. On the morning of June 2nd the nest 
contained five Wagtail's eggs, but between 2 and 4 p.m. 
a second Cuckoo's egg, of an entirely different type and 
obviously laid by a different bird, was deposited. On June 3rd 
the Wagtail laid its sixth egg, and when I inspected the nest on 
June 13th it still contained the six Wagtail's eggs in additior 
to the one laid by the second Cuckoo. It is of interest to 
note that neither Cuckoo removed any of the fosterer's eggs. 

F 
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On the date last mentioned I took the measurements of the 
nesting-box, and was astonished to find that the entrance 
hole was only 2§ in. by iT

9^ in. The outside measurements 
of the box were y\ in. by 5 in. by 4 J in., and the wood of which 
the box was made was J in. thick. There is no evidence as 
to the behaviour of the second Cuckoo, but there is no doubt 
whatever that the first entered the box to lay, as the 
gardener (who is an experienced naturalist) saw the bird's 
head protruding from the entrance hole, and shortly afterwards 
—to use his own expression—saw it squeeze out and fly away. 

It is of added interest to note that, in my opinion, the egg 
laid by the first Cuckoo was by the same bird responsible lor 
the egg recorded by me for April 26th last year (Vol. XVIII., 
p. 56), although in this case the nest selected was a Hedge-
Sparrow's. The two sites are less than 100 yards apart. 

Although I am aware that there are several cases on record 
of two Cuckoos using the same nest, it may be worth while 
adding that on June 17th I found the nest of a Hedge -
Sparrow (Prunella m. occidentalis) containing two Cuckoos' 
eggs of entirely different types, and obviously laid by different 
Cuckoos. The larger egg is of the greyish " Wagtail " type, 
and the smaller a reddish egg very like a certain type of 
Tree-Pipit's. Two Hedge-Sparrow's eggs completed the set. 

F. HOWARD LANCUM. 

EARLY LAYING OF CUCKOO IN PERTHSHIRE. 
IN British Birds, Vol. XVIII., p. 78, there are collected 
several records dealing with instances of Cuckoos (Cuculus c. 
canorus) laying early in the year in various parts of England, 
and on the following page Mr. Stanley Pershouse cited two 
cases in the county of Kirkcudbright. There do not appear 
to be any instances for the more northerly counties of Scotland, 
and I therefore put the following on record. 

On May 15th, 1925, at St. Fillans (central Perthshire), a 
friend (Mr. E. A. Armstrong) told me he had that day found 
a Hedge-Sparrow's nest with an egg, which, from his descrip
tion, I had no doubt was that of a Cuckoo. The following day 
we visited the nest, which was in a quick-set hedge by a public 
highway, and found the young Cuckoo and two Hedge-
Sparrows hatched. With an incubation period of 12-13 
days this makes the date of laying the 3rd-4th of May, which 
appears early for this part. CHARLES G. CONNELL. 

SHORT-EARED OWL BREEDING IN YORKSHIRE. 
A SHORT-EARED Owl (Asio f.fiammeus) nested on the Whitby 
Moors in May, 1925, three young being successfully reared 
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out of four eggs laid; the other egg being addled. In the 
nest when found were four shrew mice and one short-tailed 
field-vole, all untouched, and on another occasion the feathers 
of a Common Snipe (Capella gallinago). W. S. MEDLICOTT. 

OSPREY IN YORKSHIRE. 
AN Osprey (Pandion halicetus) visited my farm at Goathland 
on May gth, 1925. It stayed two hours, 9.30-11.30 a.m., 
then went north. It came within fifty feet of me, and spent 
the time soaring over the becks in small circles, apparently 
looking for fish. It was much mobbed by .Starlings. 

W. S. MEDLICOTT. 

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE IN FULL MOULT IN 
IRELAND IN JUNE. 

ON June 18th, 1925, Mrs. Laverton, residing on a yacht 
anchored between Horse Island and the shore of the south 
end of lower (i.e. northern) Lough Erne, County Fermanagh, 
saw two wild Geese swim past. While she prepared to investi
gate the phenomenon, Mr. Quigley of Horse Island went after 
the Geese in a boat. The birds dived freely, but one being 
cornered took to the shore and was caught in bushes. It 
was quite unable to fly owing to its moulted condition. 

The bird was kept with great attention inside a small 
enclosure only netted a yard high. The companion has 
since been seen more than once, but there is a big rush bed 
on a neighbouring island where it could be secure from 
observation. In a short time the bird fed freely in presence 
of observers, especially in the evening. It was first described 
and then sent on June 29th to Mr. Witherby, who will further 
comment on the case. I may note that local people say a 
flock of Geese lit near an island on May 15th. 

Wild Geese have no feeding-grounds near here nor do I 
know of any White-Fronted Geese in captivity, though 
tamed Grey Lag-Geese have been for years at the Earl of 
Belmore's, seven miles away. J. P. BURKITT. 

[This bird was sent to me alive, and after examining it I 
presented it on behalf of Mr. Quigley to the London Zoological 
Society. The bird was a White-fronted Goose (Anser a. 
albifrons) evidently in its first summer (i.e. hatched in 1924) 
since it had a small amount of white on the fore-head, few 
black feathers on the under-parts and its wing-coverts had 
narrower and more rounded tips than those of the adult. 
The bill was rather pale orange-yellow with a pinkish cutting 
edge and the nail was marked with black at the tip. There 
was a good deal of moult all over the body, but the tail-
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feathers were not moulting, although the upper tail-coverts 
were. All the primaries and secondaries were of even growth, 
about a quarter their full length and all with sheaths, showing 
that they had all dropped at the same time or nearly so. The 
greater coverts and the feathers of the bastard-wing were all 
absent. The median coverts had two gaps of three or four 
feathers each and probably they were about to be all dropped, 
but in the lesser coverts new feathers were growing here and 
there and evidently those would not be shed together. 

The fact that two White -fronted Geese remained in Ireland 
and moulted at this time of year is, I think, of considerable 
interest, and I am greatly indebted to Mr. Burkitt and Mr. 
Quigley for sending the bird for my examination.—H.F.W.] 

MANX SHEARWATERS LAYING IN THE OPEN IN 
SCILLY. 

ON the island of the Gugh, Isles of Scilly, part of which has 
recently been cultivated, several eggs of the Manx Shearwater 
(Puffinus p. puffinus) have, this year, been found deposited in the 
open and on ground devoid of any cover but very short grass. 

In another part of this island there is a colony nesting in 
the peaty soil, but where these eggs were found the ground 
is so extremely hard that the birds probably could not burrow 
into it, so laid their eggs on the bare turf. H. W. ROBINSON. 

FLEDGING-PERIOD OF OYSTER-CATCHER. 
ON June 13th, 1925, I caught and ringed a nestling Oyster-
Catcher (Hamatopus 0. ostralegus) whose age was estimated 
at ten days. It was caught again on July 2nd and was in 
full juvenile plumage, so that the fledging-period was approxi
mately twenty-nine days. R. H. BROWN. 

[Dr. J. M. Dewar has noted (Br. B., XIII., p. 207) that the 
young Oyster-Catchers are attended and fed by the parents 
for at least five weeks after hatching. B. Hantzsch estimates 
the fledging-period at about four weeks.—F.C.R.J.] 

LAPWING PERCHING ON TELEGRAPH WIRE. 
MY colleague, Mr. E. R. St. A. Davies, reported to me on 
June 8th, 1925, that as he was cycling to school at Felsted, 
Essex, he saw a Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) perching on the 
telegraph wires by the roadside. As he was getting level 
with it, it fluttered down into the field, so he thought it was 
damaged and got off his cycle to look at it. On getting over 
the hedge he was surprised to find that it was all right and 
had three, at least, young among the peas in the field. I think 
this occurrence, on the authority of so trustworthy an observer, 
is worth putting on record. J. H. OWEN. 
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SPOTTED REDSHANK IN KENT. 

ON June 12th, 1925, on the sands at Littlestone, Dungeness, 
when bird-watching with a friend, Mr. C. H. Payne, we had 
good views of a pair of Spotted Redshanks (Tringa erythropus). 
We were using X12 and X 9 binoculars, and a X100 telescope. 
We watched the birds, which were in full summer plumage, 
for half an hour or more. They were silent. J. P. HARDIMAN. 

RAPID NEST-BUILDING BY MOOR-HEN. 
ON the Mere at Scarborough are pleasure boats which are 
owned by the Corporation, and let out on hire during the 
summer months. On the Mere are also a goodly number of 
Coots, Moor-Hens and other waterfowl. On the night of 

NEST OF MOOR-HEN IN BOAT. 

(Photographed by T. N. Roberts.) 

Friday, June 12th, 1925, the boat attendant took the boats 
to their moorings as usual, and on the following morning, 
June 13th, on bringing the boats to the landing-stage, noticed 
that a Moor-Hen (Gallinula ch. chloropus) had—during the 
night—built a nest and in it laid an egg in the bow of one of 
the boats. The photograph shows the bow of boat with the 
egg and nest. T. N. ROBERTS. 
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