
LETTERS 
STATUS OF T H E SHOVELER IN LANCASHIRE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to the request for information about the 
nesting of the Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) in Lancashire (antea, p . 55), 
the following published records should be noted. 

So long ago as November, 1917, Mr. T. A. Coward wrote in the 
Lane. &• Ches. Naturalist, p . 245 :— 

" Mr. F . W. Holder informs me tha t the Shoveler nests at no great 
" distance from Southport and that on April 30th some of the nests 
" were destroyed by floods." 
Again in the same journal in September, 1918, Mr. Coward wrote :— 

" Near Southport a bird nested on the top of a haystack. 
"(F.W.H.) ." 

These notes were republished in the fourth and fifth Annual Reports 
of the Lane. & Ches. Fauna Committee. 

Formby (where a male Shoveler was seen by Mr. Dooly) and South-
port are only half-a-dozen miles a p a r t ; evidently the bird has been 
well established in the district for some time. 

Also in British Birds, Vol. XVIII . , p . 58, I recorded tha t Shovelers 
were nesting in plenty in 1923 on a Lancashire moss at the head of 
Morecambe Bay. A. W. BOYD, 
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to the note under this heading (supra, p . 55), 
a few pairs of Shovelers have nested regularly in one locality since 
1921 and perhaps before. I saw three nests with eggs in 1923. The 
place is probably known to Lancashire naturalists, from whom further 
and fuller information might be obtained. W. J. ASHFORD 

THE MIGRATION OF THE WOODCOCK. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The summary of Dr. Schenk's article on this subject is of 
great interest. I should like to be allowed to refer to one or two points. 

First, Dr. Schenk asks British observers for evidence of the Irish-
English route, followed, he believes, in autumn. The following 
observation may be of some interest in this connection. I was staying 
at the Lizard at the end of December, 1913. An anti-cyclone spread 
its influence over the British Islands during the last three days of the 
year, centred, if my memory is not a t fault, over Ireland. On the 
30th and 31st there were north-east winds with bright sunshine and 
frost in the shade all day in south-west Cornwall. I believe the frost 
in Ireland was more severe. On the morning of the 31st the fields 
above the Lizard lighthouse were covered with flocks of Lapwings 
(V. vanellus) and Golden Plover (Ch, apricarius). Flocks were still 
arriving during the morning and they came over sea from the west. 
I also put up a Woodcock (Scolopax rusticola) from a little stream in a 
cove a little way to the west of the lighthouse. I t is possible tha t it, 
too, had come from the west. At the time I thought the strange 
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direction of the flight of the Plovers must be due to the abnormal 
weather conditions ; no doubt to some degree i t was s o ; but this 
" weather migration " is easier to understand if the birds were following 
a regular autumn line of flight. 

I suppose one criticism tha t an English observer is inclined to make 
of Dr. Schenk's " conclusions " is tha t they afford no explanation of 
the great passage of Woodcock across the North Sea in the autumn. 
If the routes followed are coast lines, why do not all Scandinavian 
birds keep down the coasts of Denmark, Germany, Holland, Belgium 
and France ? I t might be understandable if only those that reached 
the southern capes of Norway struck out south-west across the sea. 
But there is plenty of evidence—some, at least, in the case of Wood
cock—that many birds leave the continental coast further south and 
cross the North Sea without being able, a t the time of departure, to 
see the land they are making for. Again, how do birds that have 
reached the south-west of Ireland know the direction they must take 
to reach Cornwall ? I have myself seen Passerine birds—Wagtails 
and Finches—flying south across the Bay of Biscay, nearly parallel to 
the French coast, apparently making a direct flight from Ireland to 
Spain. I t may be that particular species follow fairly well-developed 
routes. My own observations, so far as they go, tend to show, on the 
one hand, remarkable fidelity to certain places and routes for migra
tion, and, on the other, an almost endless variety of routes and directions 
followed by the same species. 

I t is, I think, rather too convenient and simple to say that birds 
found migrating off the regular routes are " lost " ; though, of course, 
it may be so. May one suggest tha t the inherited instinct (if it is an 
inherited instinct) varies greatly in intensity ? That is to say, some 
birds of a species (e.g. Woodcock) may undertake long annual journeys, 
following without error the routes tha t have served many generations ; 
others go less far, and with less certainty as to the route followed, some 
going only rather generally south or west—or even, occasionally, quite 
in the wrong direction, whilst some may perish far out a t sea ; whilst 
yet others never go more than a few miles from their place of birth. 
This would allow for many gradations between those that migrate 
with unerring instinct and those tha t are completely " lost." 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With reference to the interesting article on this subject, 
Dr. Schenk states on page 41 tha t a Woodcock with a Heligoland ring 
of which the number was unfortunately not noted was recovered in 
Co. Tyrone, Ireland. If Dr. Schenk will turn to pages 44 and 45 of 
the Irish Naturalist, Vol. XXXII I . , he will find full particulars of this 
Woodcock, including the number of the ring, in a note by me. The 
number was Heligoland 24311, and the bird was ringed on Heligoland 
on April 29th, 1923. I t was recovered a t Baronscourt, Co. Tyrone, 
on December 31st, 1923. W. H. WORKMAN. 
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