
IOTW5 
British Birds. Written and illustrated by Archibald Thorburn, F.Z.S. 

Vol, I . (Longmans). 48 Coloured Plates. 16s. net. 
I N this new edition of Mr. Thorburn's well-known work the size is 
octavo instead of quarto and the plates are entirely different. In the 
original quarto work some six or so species were grouped on each plate 
with a background covering the whole surface, while in the present 
octavo edition each plate has usually two species grouped to make a 
little picture with a sufficient white margin. Although the figures of 
the birds are rather smailer we certainly like this new arrangement 
better. On the other hand the colouring does not seem quite so true 
nor the att i tude of the birds always so good as in the first edition. 
Mr. Thorburn invariably chooses the richest coloured and most perfect 
adult specimen to depict. This is often idealised to such an extent 
that the feathers are unnaturally perfect, but the result is a bright and 
beautiful picture. 

I t is not perhaps fair to judge the book from the point of view of 
utility, but nevertheless it may be said tha t just as beautiful, if not such 
brilliant, plates could have been painted of birds in juvenile and other 
little known plumages. Everyone, for instance, knows an adult cock 
Blackbird, but many beginners have difficulty in distinguishing the 
hen and Mr. Thorburn's figure of her will not help them. Similarly, 
everyone knows an adult Robin, but to many the juvenile of even so 
common a bird is unknown—no figure is here given of it. Two adult 
Goldfinches are depicted, but what a pity not to have made one of 
them a young bird. Mr. Thorburn's book would certainly have been 
far more useful t o the general public had it included figures of the 
commoner birds in their less well-known plumages and omitted, if 
necessary, some of the great rarities. In any case if the latter are to 
be included they should be depicted in plumages most likely to be 
seen in the British Islands and not adult summer males as the Blue-
throats, or adult males as the Red-breasted Flycatcher. 

British subspecies are barely mentioned, and even such an interesting 
and distinct bird as the St. Kilda Wren is passed over in a sentence and 
not figured. To devote a plate to the Wall-Creeper and Alpine 
Accentor and omit the St, Kilda Wren is certainly not fair to the 
British avifauna. In nomenclature the author has followed Saunders's 
Manual, now a quarter of a century old, and many of the names will 
be unknown to the rising generation. 

But as a whole this edition of Mr. Thorburn's work is much to be 
admired. I t is well produced and beautifully bound and certainly 
well worth the published price. I t is to be completed in four volumes, 
the second being promised this autumn and the remaining two in the 
spring and autumn of 1926, 
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