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Notes on the Birds of Cley, Norfolk. By the late H. N. Pashley. Being 
Notes on the Bird Life of Cley extracted from Diaries between 
1887 and 1924, with a List of the Birds and a Chapter of 
Reminiscences. 8vo. (H. F . & G. Witherby.) 7s. 6d. net. 

A RBAIXY original book on birds is exceptional nowadays, but this 
little volume of jottings, from the pen of one who had almost unrivalled 
opportunity of studying Norfolk bird-life during the past forty years, 
is something quite out of the ordinary. 

The book is divided into four parts. In an excellent *' foreword " 
Dr. B. B. Riviere has well caught the spirit of the old naturalist and 
his book. He is, however, mistaken in saying " about the year 1884 
he opened the little shop in which he lived up to the time of his death ," 
as Pashley lived for many years in the quaint old "customs-house" 
near by. 

In the second part Pashley gives a few of his early recollections; 
some, of his descriptions of the old-time gunners are delightful, such 
as tha t of old Moy who used to take the eggs of the " Clinker " (Avocet) 
on Salthouse Marshes when a lad. 

The actual " diary " itself follows, and space only permits one to 
say here tha t i t seems unlikely tha t it will fall to the lot of any other 
man to form such a remarkable ornithological record again. 

The volume concludes with an annotated list of the birds of the 
Cley district, and this is perhaps the most important part of the book 
to the ornithologist pure and simple, since it forms a valuable appendage 
to Stevenson's Birds of Norfolk. The status of many species has altered 
since the days of Stevenson and Southwell, and Pashley's notes on the 
Sand-Grouse, Shore-Lark, Bluethroat, Bearded Tit, Sandwich Tern 
and many others should be carefully compared with the standard 
work. 

I t must, however, be borne in mind t h a t Pashley did very little 
actual field-work himself, so tha t it is not always safe to accept the 
records of extremely rare birds " seen " by the local men, who may in 
some instances have made mistakes. 

Of the Nutcracker, for instance, he notes ; " I have known of three 
in this district," but i t is significant that the bird is not even mentioned 
in his diary. I t might have been mentioned tha t the Twite, like the 
Mealy Redpoll and Lapland Bunting, is entirely absent some seasons, 
and we believe the only Cirl Buntings Pashley actually received from 
Cley were two obtained in the bushes in the autumn of 1904. The 
Bearded Tit nested in Cley Marshes in the spring of 1914, the nest 
being found with young. 

No mention is made of the breeding of the Roseate Tern a t Blakeney. 
A photograph in the Transactions Norfolk &-c. Naturalists' Society 
(1921-22, page 304) is obviously merely the nest of a Common Tern, 
but competent observers have assured us tha t both Roseate and 
Arctic Terns have bred a t " the P o i n t " in recent years. 
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It only remains to add that the book is well printed, aad has an 

excellent frontispiece of the author; and a careful study shows that 
with the exception of a few obvious misprints the book has been well 
edited and the dates carefully checked. 

The kindness and perspicacity of the Duchess of Bedford is respon
sible for the publication of this book, and it will always be a matter of 
regret that Pasfaiey should have " passed on " without having had the 
pleasure of seeing the result of his life's work in print. C, D. B. 
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