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REVIEWS. 

A Comparative Hand List of the Birds of Japan and the British Isles. 
By Masa U. Hachisuka (Cambs. Univ. Press), ios. 6d. net. 

T H I S list will be of some interest to ornithologists of both the countries 
concerned, more especially as they are somewhat similarly situated 
a t the extreme eastern and western ends of the Pala:arctic region. 
The birds found in each country are listed side by side in systematic 
order, each with a scientific name and its original reference and a 
vernacular name. Abbreviations referring to " Breeding," " Excep
tional visitor " and " Rare visitor " have been added where applicable, 
and this part of the work has not been carefully done so far as the 
British birds are concerned. The Siskin, for instance, is not marked 
breeding while the Brambling is, the Hoopoe is not, the Marsh-Harrier is, 
but Montagu's and the Hen-Harriers are not, and there are a good many 
other such instances, while the terms " Rare visitor " and " Excep
tional visitor " appear to have been used indiscriminately and have 
been applied to birds of the same status. 

I t would have greatly added to the interest of the volume if the 
author had made some sort of comparative summary. Mr. Hachisuka 
uses 280 genera, and of these there are represented 157 in both countries, 
70 in Japan and not in the British Isles, and 53 in the British Isles and 
not in Japan. He allows 500 British forms (four more than we admit 
in the Practical Handbook) and of these, thanks largely to our rare 
visitors from the east, 109 are the same in both countries; but more 
important is the fact tha t 211 species are represented in both countries 
either by the same or different subspecies. There are only eighteen 
birds of the same subspecies which breed in both countries, and of these 
the Siskin is the only Passerine bird, the others being :—Short-eared 
Owl, Long-eared Owl, Golden Eagle (?), Mallard, Teal, Wigeon, Shoveler, 
Red-breasted Merganser, Bittern, Kentish Plover (?), Lapwing, 
Common Sandpiper, Red-necked Phalarope, Woodcock, Black-beaded 
Gull, Leach's Petrel and Red-throated Diver. I t will be noted tha t 
all of these are birds of such little plasticity tha t they have either not 
evolved stibspecific differences or are a t the most represented by only 
two or three subspecies in the whole of their wide range. 

Some of the most notable diversities are to be found in the Fly
catchers, Warblers, Wheatears, Auks and Game birds. 

Notes on Sussex Ornithology. Being extracts from the Diaries {1845-
1860) of Robert Nathaniel Dennis. Selected and Edited by W. H. 
Mullens, M.A., LL.B., and N. F . Ticehurst, O.B.E., M.A., F.R.C.S. 
(H. F . and G. Witherby, London.) 5s. net. 

I N these days when the best parts of the Sussex coasts have been ruined, 
as regards Ornithology a t least, by the erection of hideous bungalows, 
it is refreshing to read an account of what such places produced in the 
way of birds seventy years ago. Mr. Dennis, when he wrote his journals, 
little thought of what was to become of his hunting grounds. There is 
no doubt that the erection of these " Bungalow Towns " is gravely 
interfering with the bird life of our coasts. 

For many years Sussex has been in need of an Ornithological His
torian, as Borrer's Birds of Sussex, the only book dealing with the county 
as a whole, can never have been considered a complete survey even a t 
the time of publication. With the appearance of the subject of this 
notice we have another greatly needed " underpinning " of the fabric 
which is in urgent need of restoration. 

The discovery of these most interesting and important original 
Diaries on a bookstall near Covent Garden was a notable find, and 



136 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XIX. 
they could not have passed into better hands for abstraction and 
publishing than those of the editors, who are to be congratulated on 
the successful manner in which they have dealt with them. 

I t is hardly necessary to pick out individual passages, the whole 
book must be read, and there is not a dull entry therein. I t may be 
mentioned in passing, however, tha t even seventy years ago local 
Sussex specimens fetched large prices, as instance the " Lapland 
Finch," p. 63. Then as now the Hoopoe was a regular visitor, and the 
Bar-tailed Godwit arrived in numbers on the coast even as it does now 
in May, that is where it can at present find a portion of coast not over
run with bathers. Every man's hand was apparently even then 
against the Raven and Peregrine. 

This book of n o pages is printed on good paper in a clear type and 
is in every way up to the excellent standard of its publishers. May we 
express a hope that its editors will at no distant date produce a 
complete ornithological history of this, one of the richest counties of 
England as far as birds are concerned. M.J.N. 
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