
TOTES 
A LARGE RAVEN ROOST. 

W H I L S T on a visit to the Westmorland Pennines on June 28th, 
1925, accompanied by Mr. E. Blezard, we traversed a dale 
which terminated in a long series of limestone crags. From 
these we disturbed three Ravens (Corvus corax), and an 
examination of the place disclosed a large amount of droppings 
and loose feathers scattered the whole length of the rocks, 
unmistakably the product of this species. This evidence, 
coupled with the secluded nature of the locality, suggested 
to us an habitual roosting haunt of these birds, and deter
mined us to again visit these crags on some future occasion. 

This we were able to do on September 28th, 1925. When 
we reached the vicinity of the crags in the late afternoon, 
approaching them from an adjoining fell top, we disturbed 
in the first instance three Ravens, but on gaining higher 
ground we observed several others flying about the limestone 
scar and dale sides, and soon had ten under observation. 
Still proceeding towards the crags we noticed other Ravens 
to be leaving the dale head and joining this first party, until 
we were able to count seventeen birds. 

Ravens continued to pass down the dale, singly or in pairs, 
until our number had reached twenty-three, and finally a par ty 
of four joined these, making a total of twenty-seven Ravens. 

The flight of these twenty-seven birds when gathered 
together can only be described as winged confusion, birds 
flying in every direction, some lifting high in the air above 
their fellows, others almost hugging the crags and valley 
sides, whilst several flew low over the fell in our direction, but 
all seemed reluctant to leave the dale head, only gradually 
drifting down towards the foot of the valley as we approached 
a t the opposite end. 

Most, if not all, of the birds were calling during the forty-
five minutes or so which we had them under observation. 

R. GRAHAM. 

[See note on this subject by the late E. B. Dunlop (Trans. 
Carlisle Nat. Hist. Soc, VII. , p . 2 (1923) ) . — E D S . ] 

MIGRATORY T H R U S H E S IN NORTH AYRSHIRE. 
O N October 7th, 1922, I was able to record what proved to 
be the first example of Turdus philomslus hebridensis noted 
out of the Hebrides (Vol. XVII . , pp . 165-6). 
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Each autumn I have taken careful notice of all Thrushes 
which appear to be on migration. Matters are simplified in 
this district, which is from 500 feet to 1,000 feet elevation, by 
the fact that the resident Thrushes (T, ph. clarkei) leave the 
uplands towards the end of September and early in October. 
On the appearance of frost and severe weather, the remnant 
entirely disappear. 

This year, on September 17th, I noticed small parties of 
Thrushes frequenting a young fir wood, and made up my 
mind to obtain a specimen. It was not without difficulty 
that I did so, as they were very wild and flew a great distance 
when they once left cover. 

The one which I obtained proved to be of the Continental 
race (T. ph. philomelus) ; this was kindly verified for me by 
Mr. Witherby. It was a female. 

A single bird, which I noted had " very dark spots on 
breast and dark red-brown feet," was seen on October 4th, 
and another specimen of the Continental Thrush was shot 
in a small cover 800 feet above sea-level on the 9th of the 
same month. This bird was by itself. 

The interesting point of this record is that the Redwings 
did not arrive here until October 4th, when I saw just two 
odd birds. It was not until the frost set in with northerly 
wind in the second week of October that the Redwings were 
really noticeable : on the 14th I saw quite a number. The 
first Fieldfare, incidentally, arrived on October 6th, another 
odd bird was seen on the 9th, and two or three on the 14th. 

So we see that the Continental Thrushes were on migration 
nearly three weeks before the Redwings and the Fieldfares. 

E. RICHMOND PATON. 
[Cf, Early records of Fieldia~e and Redwing, antea, pp. 131 

and 152.—EDS.] 

SONG-THRUSHES' NESTS CONVERTED BY 
BLACKBIRD AND HEDGE-SPARROW. 

ON February 28th, 1925, I saw a nest of a Song-Thrush. 
(Turdus philomelus clarkei) built on a wood-pile in a garden 
at Great Budworth, Cheshire, from which the young flew 
about the end of April; on May 15th, I was told that a 
Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) was sitting there and found 
that it had lined the nest with hay and laid two eggs. I 
recorded an exactly similar case in British Birds, Vol. XVII., 
p. 85, which occurred in 1923 in the same garden—the nest 
in that year being in an elder three or four yards distant 
from the wood-pile. 
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Another Blackbird this year also lined and occupied a 
Song-Thrush's nest from which the young had flown, the 
young Blackbirds leaving the nest early in June. This was 
in a hedge about a mile and a half from that previously 
mentioned. 

On April 22nd, 1925, in a thorn hedge at Great Budworth, 
I saw a nest of a Hedge-Sparrow {Prunella modularis occi-
dentalis) with young, which had been built inside the cup 
of a Song-Thrush's nest of last year ; the Hedge-Sparrow's 
nest which was normal and complete did not quite fill up the 
old nest. There were plenty of suitable sites within a few 
feet of it. There was no question of the nest having been 
tampered with. A. W. BOYD. 

SWIFT BROODING YOUNG HOUSE-SPARROWS. 
I HAVE two pairs of Swifts (Apus a. apus) breeding in the 
attic of my house at Martock, Somerset. On June 15th, 
1925, I went into the attic and found one Swift sitting on 
two eggs, while on the other side of the attic another was 
sitting on the nest of a House Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) 
brooding three fully-fledged young Sparrows. 

JOSEPH H. SYMES. 

ROLLER IN INVERNESS-SHIRE. 
A ROLLER (Coracias garrulus) was seen by Col. Stephenson 
Clarke and myself on September 15th, 1925, and almost every 
day afterwards for three weeks, at Fasnakyle in Glen Affric, 
18 miles from Beauly, Inverness-shire. It lived on the trees 
and fence posts in front of the house and was relatively tame, 
i.e. would allow one to approach within 30 yards. It fed 
almost exclusively on the big blue-black dung beetles and it 
always took them in flight. It had a favourite ant-heap 
where it used to sit at times and there was a quantity of 
disgorged beetle-wings, etc., on the top of it. During the 
time the bird was at Fasnakyle there was one heavy storm 
as well as two or three sharp frosts, but it appeared to be in 
perfect condition. To meet with a Roller in a deer-forest was 
certainly an unusual experience. C. W. MACKWORTH-PRAED. 

HEN-HARRIER IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
AN immature female Hen-Harrier (Circus cyaneus) was shot 
on October 10th, 1925, on the flat land near the mouth of 
the River Wye. 

I am not aware of any recent record of this bird in the 
county, but there is a well-preserved skin of an adult male 

o 
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in the Newport Museum which was in a .collection of birds 
at Tredegar Park, near Newport (the seat of Lord Tredegar, 
the largest landowner in the county), formed early in the last 
century. The bird is labelled " Mon. 1826," but the month 
and locality are not given. R. C. BANKS. 

GOLDENEYES AND OTHER DUCKS ON CHESHIRE 
MERES IN SUMMER. 

THROUGHOUT the summer of 1924, Goldeneyes (Bucephala c. 
clangula) were always to be seen on Marbury Mere, near 
Northwich, as recorded in British Birds, Vol. XVIII., p. 194. 
Two pairs summered there in 1925. 

On May 1st, there were still seven birds on the mere, five on 
May 5th, and on May 9th two drakes and two ducks in pairs. 
These four did not seem to be in any way crippled and I saw 
them all flying strongly. One drake was younger than the 
other, which was a fine old bird, appearing through a telescope 
to be fully mature and without any trace of brownish feathers 
among the green of the head, though this could certainly not be 
decided without handling the bird. I first noticed that the 
younger drake was changing into eclipse on June 9th ; by 
July 1st both were very much less white, and by July 5th they 
appeared at a distance to be practically similar to the ducks 
except for their greater size, rather more white on the wing 
and a trace of the white facial spot on one of them. One of 
the ducks disappeared for some time during the summer and 
we had faint hopes that it might be nesting, but on June 25th 
I found it on Witton Flashes, a mile away, and all four were 
together on the mere on July 5th. 

In October the drakes acquired their full plumage again ; 
on the 10th I first noticed that one had resumed the white 
facial spot and was much whiter on the wing than it had been ; 
by the 24th newcomers had arrived and there were ten or 
more on the mere—one drake at least being in full plumage. 

Common Scoters (Oidemia n. nigra) again turned up in 
small numbers : on June 20th a duck or immature drake 
on the mere ; from September 5th to 7th an adult drake 
on Witton Flashes, and from September 26th to October 4th 
from one to three on the mere, though the presence of these 
last and of a Pintail Duck (Anas a. acuta) on September 26th 
may possibly be accounted for by high winds. 

An adult drake Scaup (Nyroca m. marila) spent its time 
between Marbury Mere and Witton Flashes from June 9th 
to July 5th, but it was not till October 25th that another— 
an immature drake or duck—appeared. 
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Sheld-ducks (Tadorna tadorna) occurred twice—one on 
May 5th and two on October 3rd. 

Pochards (Nyroca f. ferina) as usual were present in July in 
small numbers on Marbury Mere and Rostherne Mere, but 
showed no signs of nesting ; on July 5th we saw a drake on 
a pool in Delamere Forest and it is quite possible that its 
duck may have been sitting somewhere near by. 

Wigeon (Anas penelope) did not arrive at Marbury Mere 
till the end of September ; the only Wigeon seen during the 
summer was an adult drake on Rostherne Mere on June 13th. 

A. W. BOYD. 

CROSSBILLS IN BERKSHIRE.—Dr. N. H. Joy reports that he 
saw about a dozen Loxia c. curvirostra at Ascot, on October 
19th, 1925. 

SHORE-LARK IN KENT.—Miss A. V. Stone informs us that 
she watched a single Eremophila alpestris on October 22nd, 
1925, on the shore of Pegwell Bay, at the same spot at which 
she saw the small flock in January, 1923 (Vol. XVI., p. 282). 

WHITE WAGTAIL BREEDING WITH PIED IN SHROPSHIRE.— 
Miss Frances Pitt records (Nat., 1925, p. 166) that a White 
Wagtail (Mota cilia a. alba) paired with a Pied Wagtail (M. a. 
yarrellii) and nested on her house at Bridgnorth in 1925. 
Miss Pitt has kindly given us (in litt.) some supplementary 
evidence which she allows us to quote. The bird identified 
as a White Wagtail was the female. Miss Pitt had this bird 
under observation from April until the beginning of September 
and examined it with binoculars at a few yards' range. She 
had the previous year photographed and seen many White 
Wragtails in Norway and though she saw some females as 
pale on the mantle as this Shropshire bird many were darker. 
It was paler than any female Pied Wagtail she had ever seen 
and was noticeably pale even to people only casually interested 
in birds. We have given this evidence at length because a 
first year female Pied Wagtail can often very easily be con
fused with a female White Wagtail and so cause mistakes to 
be made. Miss Pitt's evidence for the degree of paleness of 
the mantle shows, we think, that no such mistake was made 
in this case. 

BLACK REDSTART IN KENT.—Miss A. V. Stone writes she 
saw a female or immature male Phcenicurus ochrurus 
gibraltariensis at Littlestone on November 4th, 1925. 

ALPINE SWIFT IN KENT.—The late Mr. Michael J. Nicoll 
stated (Field, 11. VI. 2.5) that when he wrote he had just been 
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watching an Alpine Swift (Apus melba) flying over a field 
opposite his house. The note in The Field gives neither date 
nor place, but Mr. Nicoll subsequently informed us that the 
bird was seen during the week preceding publication at 
Potman's Heath, Wittersham. 

LITTLE OWL BREEDING IN YORKSHIRE.—Mr. JR. Fortune 
states (Nat., 1925, p. 344) that a pair of Athene n. vidalii reared 
a brood in 1925 on the banks of the River Wharfe between 
Harewood and Pool. 

HEN-HARRIER IN DEVON.—Mr. Stephen Renshaw records 
(Field, 23. VII. 25) that he saw a male Circus cyaneus on 
Welsford Moor, near Hartland, on July n t h , 1925. 

POLYGAMY IN THE SPARROW-HAWK.—Mr. J. Hughes 
Onslow contributes an interesting note on this subject to the 
Scott. Nat., 1925, p. 95. He states that on May 23rd, 1925, 
he visited a nesting site at Barr, Ayrshire, when two birds, 
apparently hens, flew from the nest. Two days later a female 
was trapped at a feeding place in the vicinity and a second 
female shot from the nest. The cock was very wary and 
eluded all efforts to kill him. On examination the nest 
proved to contain eight eggs, arranged in two rows of four, 
all slightly incubated. Both hens showed incubation patches. 
It is satisfactory to note that both hens were dissected, so 
that no confusion as to the sex is possible. 

The Field of May 24th, 1923, p. 756, contained a note of 
a somewhat similar case in which a cock and two hen Sparrow-
Hawks were shot from a nest in Tweeddale, which contained 
ten eggs, while one of the hens was about to lay another egg. 
(Cf. Brit. B., XVII., p. 288-9). 

Cases of polygamy among the Accipitres seem to fall under 
two heads : (a) those in which one nest is shared by the two 
hens, of which we have now two records in the case of Accipiter 
n. nisus and one in the case of the Kestrel (Falco t. tinmmcitlus), 
and (b) those in which one male is in attendance on two females 
with separate nests, but at no great distance apart. This 
has occurred both in the case of Montagu's Harrier (Circus 
pygargus) and the Hen-Harrier (C. cyaneus). The subject 
is an extremely interesting one, but the accumulation of 
reliable data is necessarily a very slow process.—F.C.R.J. 

VARIETY OF LAPWING.—Correction.—Mr. J. S. Elliott 
informs us that the date of the Lapwing he recorded in 
Vol. XVIII., p. 304, which was referred to on page 156 of 
the present volume, was unfortunately given as February, 
1924, instead of 1925. 
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