
( 181 ) 

LETTER. 

T H E MARSH- AND WILLOW-TITS IN CUMBERLAND. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Will you allow me to add to the editorial note appended to Mr. 
R. H. Brown's letter on this subject ? Mr. Brown writes : " The only 
method of establishing the identity of these species is to have specimens 
examined by some competent authority." If by this he means only 
tha t it is dangerous to state positively tha t a bird seen in the field, even 
at quite close quarters, is one or the other, I am inclined to agree with 
him. Although I generally feel pretty confident of the identity of a 
silent black-headed Tit seen a t close quarters, I am always glad to have 
the vindication of the distinctive call-notes. These, I can assure 
Mr. Brown, are absolutely reliable. If he has any difficulty in 
working out the two sets of call-notes, I would advise him to spend 
his next holiday in the Alps, and there study the notes and song, first 
of the black-headed Tit of the high pine-woods (above 1,500 metres) 
and then of the black-headed Tit of the low deciduous woods (below 
1,000 metres). My brother and I first worked out the two sets of notes 
in England, but subsequently we found our conclusions fully confirmed 
by experience in countries where the range of the two species does not 
overlap. I believe a good many British ornithologists are entirely 
familiar with the two sets of notes. 

In recent years I have spent parts of several summers in Cumberland, 
chiefly near the Solway (Allonby and Maryport district), and also in 
the Lake District. I have not yet certainly identified a Marsh-Tit, 
though I rather thought I heard one in the upper part of Borrowdale 
this summer. The Willow-Tit I have observed several times near 
Maryport. Comparing Cumberland with most parts of England that 
I know, however, I should describe both species as scarce. Perhaps 
I have not visited the wooded districts enough for this opinion to 
have much value. H. G. ALEXANDER. 
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