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AUTUMN MOVEMENTS OF B I R D S IN EAST SUFFOLK. 

O F the autumn movements in the Southwold district, the 
following are perhaps worthy of record : (i) The remarkably 
early departure of the Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) and 
House-Martins (Delichon u. urbica) ; (2) the vast influx of 
Blackbirds (Turdus m. merula) and Golden-crested Wrens 
(Regulus r. [regidus ?]) tha t made their appearance about the 
second week in October. 

There has not been a single Swallow or House-Martin in 
this district since October 2nd, nor have any, so far as I 
know, been seen on pas age, though in other years both 
species are quite plentiful until nearly the end of the month, 
with stragglers even in November. Reports from Aldeburgh 
and Bungay are similar. 

At the time of writing (November 10th) the Goldcrest, 
which I assume to be the Continental form, literally swarms 
everywhere, whilst Blackbirds (chiefly immature males) may 
be seen in almost incredible numbers. 

Another species unusually abundant this autumn is the 
J a y [Garrulus g. [glandarins ?]). On October 14th I saw a 
flock of about a dozen flying over an open heath near the sea, 
and every covert for miles around appears to be full of them. 

CHARLES E. ALFORD. 

LONG-TAILED TITMOUSE LAYING B E F O R E 
COMPLETION OF NEST. 

O N May 13th, 1925, I observed a pair of Long-tailed Titmice 
(Mgithalos caudatus rosens) on Bow Hill, Sussex, both carrying 
feathers to line their nest. Upon examination the nest con
tained two eggs and only a very few feathers in one part of its 
interior. Upon a subsequent visit on May 17th, during 
the morning, there were five eggs. On June 3rd the nest was 
again visited and contained ten eggs. Seven of these were 
very much incubated but not chipping (a period of thirteen 
days from the last egg laid), one much incubated, this egg 
being partially buried in the feather lining, and two, which 
were entirely below the feather lining as completed, not at all 
incubated. The feathers in the lining were counted to see if 
the evident great haste with which the nest was built would 
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affect the number used adversely. They numbered 667 as 
compared with 1,766 and 1,643 of first-brood nests from the 
same district. RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

[This was evidently a second laying in a hastily constructed 
nest. The point of most interest seems to be that the incuba
tion period was over 13 days from laying of last egg. In the 
Practical Handbook the period is " probably about 12 days." 
W. Evans records 16-17 days from last egg, but was doubtful 
as to the correctness of this observation. R. H. Brown 
records 14 and 18 days in two cases. It is now fairly obvious 
that 12 days is an underestimate and that 14-17 days is nearer 
the mark.—F.C.R. J.] 

BLACK REDSTARTS IN SUFFOLK. 

ON the morning of October 21st, 1925, I saw four immature 
Redstarts on a lawn adjacent to my garden near South wold. 
In view of the lateness of the season, and the fact that they 
were suspiciously dark, I fetched my glasses and at once 
satisfied myself that I had before me a family of Black 
Redstarts (Phcenicurus 0. gibraltariensis). In the afternoon 
the adult male appeared, his sooty underparts and vivid 
white wing-patch placing the matter be3?ond the realms of 
doubt, whilst on the following day his mate also put in an 
appearance. They remained here for seven days, during 
which period I was able, through holes bored in the wall of 
an adjoining shed, and of sufficient diameter to accommodate 
my glasses, to study at close range all the six members of this 
interesting family, though the two occasions on which I saw 
the adult female were limited to only a few moments. 

CHARLES E. ALFORD. 

BLACK REDSTART IN YORKSHIRE. 

ON November 6th, 1925, I saw a fine adult male Black Red
start (Phcenicurus ochrurus gibraltariensis) on the moor near 
Breckon Howe half-way between Goathland and Sleights, at 
about 900 feet above sea level. W. S. MEDLICOTT. 

BLACK REDSTARTS IN WIGTOWNSHIRE. 

Two Black Redstarts were seen by me near the lighthouse on 
the Mull of Galloway on November 6th, 1925. They were 
tame, and I was able to watch them at close quarters for as 
long as I wished. M. BEDFORD. 
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COMMON BUZZARDS AND PEREGRINE FALCON IN 
SURREY. 

ON October 3rd, 1925, I saw a Common Buzzard {Buleo buteo) 
passing over Epsom Downs. It flew away in a south-easterly 
direction, taking the same course as a bird of this species 
which I observed in the same locality on October 1st, 
1922. 

I may mention that Mr. E. Leonard Gill recorded a Common 
Buzzard seen over Epsom Downs on June 4th, 1922 (Vol. XVI., 
p . 220). 

On October 25th, 1925, I noticed a Peregrine Falcon (Fako 
p. feregfinus) soaring over Epsom Downs. I was at first 
doubtful as to the identity of the bird, but fortunately it 
headed straight towards me so that I was able to obtain a 
clear view of the light cheeks and moustachial streaks. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

STATUS OF THE GOLDEN EAGLE IN IRELAND. 

IN Brit. Birds, Vol. IX., p. 251, Mr. C. J. Carroll gave details 
of the extermination of the Golden Eagle {Aquila ch. chrysaitus) 
in Ireland, and stated that the last Donegal bird was shot in 
the spring of 1915 and the last Mayo bird in November of the 
same year. Since that time there have been rumours of the 
existence of these birds, but so far no definite proof of their 
existence has come to hand. Mr. G. A. French {Field, 
August 13th, 1925, p. 303) states that he twice saw an Eagle 
in May, 1925, at Glenveagh, co. Donegal, and his boatman 
asserted that a pair had nested in the glen two years ago. 
He also mentions on hearsay evidence the breeding of 
another pair at Glenvier in the same county two years ago, 
and one reported as seen in Tyrone in 1924. 

Captain W. Ashley Pritt, who was stationed for some years 
in the west of Ireland after the war, and knows Galway and 
Mayo well, informed me last February that in December, 
1923, a Golden Eagle sailed close overhead while he was in 
the Eriff valley, between Kylemore and Killeary Bay. There 
is an old breeding site of the Golden Eagle in the Eriff valley, 
about five or six miles from Leenane, and I well remember 
flushing an Eagle from the hillside close to the old eyrie on 
April 24th, 1899, though even at that date there was reason 
to believe that it was an unmated bird. The reported re
appearance of this species in its old haunts is interesting, and 
it might be worth the while of one of our Irish correspondents 
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to investigate the matter, as it is evident that some large 
raptorial bird has occurred there during the last three years. 

F. C. R. JOUEDAIN. 

GARGANEY IN ANGLESEY. 

MR. CHARLES OLDHAM writes that he saw two, if not three, 
Garganeys (Anas querquedula) on Llyn Penrhyn, near Valley, 
Anglesey, on July 26th and again on the 29th, and August 2nd, 
1925. The species is rare in Wales, and most of the examples 
recorded in my Vertebrate Fauna N. Wales were in Anglesey. 

H. E. FORREST. 

STATUS OF SHOVELER IN CUMBERLAND. 
THE Shoveler (Spatula clypeata) has long been known as a 
breeding soecies along the Cumbrian shores of the Sol way. 
In recent years it has become more numerous and extended 
its breeding area further inland. For several seasons past the 
nests of one or two pairs have been found in the vicinity of a 
tarn in the Solway area. 

From 1922 onward I had constantly noted two pairs in 
breeding time frequenting Tarn Wadlyn, ten miles south of 
Carlisle. On May 4th, 1925, after raising a male and female 
from a pool of water, I flushed a second female from a nest 
containing three fresh eggs a short distance from the pool. 
On the n t h , not a fleck of down or scrap of nesting material 
remained to tell of its existence, and the fate of the eggs could 
only be guessed at. 

When again at the Shoveler haunt on May 21st, a male on 
the pool convinced me by his manner that his mate was 
sitting not far away. My search ended when she scuttered 
off her nest and six eggs within a stone's throw of the site of 
the first nest. 

On May 25th both birds were on the pool. The nest con
tained ten eggs, whi:h wer > embedded in down and had been 
covered with a mass of loose herbage. E. BLEZARD. 

POCHARD AND TUFTED DUCK BREEDING IN 
ANGLESEY. 

IN view of the paucity of data regarding the nesting of the 
Pochard (Nyroca f, ferina) and Tufted Duck (N. fuligula) in 
North Wales, the following notes are of interest. Mr. Charles 
Oldham tells me that he saw a female Tufted Duck with a 
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well-grown brood on a pool in the Cors Goch, near Llanbedr 
Goch, on July 25th, 1925. Also a female Pochard with two 
young, not full-grown but able to fly, on Llyn Maelog, on the 
27th. Furthermore, he noted several Pochards with three or 
four Tufted Duck on Llyn Coron on the 28th, and on Llyn 
Dinam the following day. It is quite likely that some of 
these were young birds, since by that date they are often as 
big as their parents. I may add that most of the Anglesey 
pools are so overgrown with rushes, etc., that any number of 
water-fowl can lie hidden. They will only be seen by an 
observer who will watch patiently till they emerge into open 
water. H. E. FORREST. 

GANNETS IN SHROPSHIRE. 

ON October 25th, 1925, two large birds were seen high in the 
air at Weeping Cross near Shrewsbury. They appeared to be 
fighting, and fell to the ground near the house of Mr. Jabez 
Owens. He ran to the spot and captured them alive, though 
his hands were wounded in the struggle. The birds proved to 
be Gannets (Sula bassana) in the spotted juvenile plumage. 
He shut them in a pen until the 27th, and then—since he could 
not feed them—he released them. One flew away, and the 
other, which had a slightly injured wing, made off half-flying, 
half-running. Although the weather at the time was not 
rough, there had been high winds just before, and the Gannets 
had no doubt been driven inland by them. Unlike some of 
the Gulls, which regularly migrate along the Severn Valley, 
the Gannet does not occur in Shropshire except when storm-
driven. H. E. FORREST. 

UNUSUAL NEST OF TURTLE-DOVE. 

ON June 25th, 1925, I put a Turtle-Dove (Streptopelia t. 
turtur) off its nest containing two eggs, in Sussex. This 
was situated in a low thorn in the midst of a clump of brambles 
quite close to a tall hedge-row and trees. Save for perhaps 
half-a-dozen small twigs this nest consisted entirely of dried 
grass bents, the field having been cut for hay. There was an 
abundance of twigs available within a few yards. 

RAYMOND CARLYOX-BRITTON . 

[This is unusual, but the Turtle-Dove occasionally makes 
use of other materials than the usual fine twigs. Cf. Zool., 
1907, p. 326, where O. V. Aplin records one nest lined with 
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buttercup flower stalks gathered when green, and a second 
lined with " squitch " grass.—F.C.R.J.] 

SPOTTED REDSHANKS IN SURREY. 

Ox the evening of May 27th, 1925, Mr. Richard Kearton and 
I observed two Spotted Redshanks (Tringa erythropus) in a 
boggy field near Elstead. The birds flew away after we had 
been watching them for about a quarter of an hour, and we 
were unable to locate them on the two following days. 

We had a close view of both birds and were able to compare 
them with some Common Redshanks breeding in an adjoining 
field, so that any doubts as to the correctness of our identifica
tion were quickly dispelled. HOWARD BENTHAM. 

SHORE-LARKS ON HOLY ISLAND.—Miss B. C. Paterson 
writes that on October 25th, 1925, she saw two Eremophila 
alpestris on the coast of Holy Island, Northumberland. 

BLACK REDSTART IN HAMPSHIRE.—Mr. J. P. Hardiman 
writes that he watched a female or immature male Phmni-
curus ochrurus gibraltariensis at Christchurch Priory on 
November 29th, 1925. 

LITTLE OWL IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. Thomas L. S. Dooly in
forms us that a Little Owl [Athene noctua mira) was seen by a 
friend of his at Formby on November 18th or 19th, 1925. 

RUDDY SHELD-DUCK AND RED-CRESTED POCHARD IN 
MIDLOTHIAN.—With reference to the note under this heading 
on page 156, we regret to have quoted the date of the 
appearance of the Ruddy Sheld-Duck wrongly from the 
Scottish Naturalist. The date should have been October 1923 
to March 1924, not 1924 and 1925. The Rev. W. Serle, who 
has a clear view of Duddingston Loch from his windows, 
informs us that there were two Ruddy Sheld-Ducks on the loch 
during December and January and that from the first they 
were tame and fed by the water's edge while people were 
close, so that these birds were probably escapes from captivity. 

Mr. Serle also informs us that the Red-crested Pochard 
mentioned in the same note first appeared on October 21st. 
1924, and remained on the loch until March 1925, when it 
left with a large flock of Common Pochards. 
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ALBINO SNIPE IN MERIONETH.—Mr. H. E. Forrest writes 
that on September 12th, 1925, a white variety of the Common 
Snipe (Capella g. gallinago) was shot by a keeper at Aberdovey. 
Some of the feathers were sent to Mr. Forrest, but the bird 
was so badly shot that it could not be preserved. With the 
exception of two or three dark spots the plumage was pure 
white. 
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